
By Julie Seelie

For as long as I can remember, Once 
Upon a Time has been a part of my 

life. Being a relative of the owner definitely 
had its benefits while I was growing up. 
When I turned five, I brought all of my 
friends to the store for my birthday party. 
It was one of the best birthday parties I 
ever had! 

Every year good ole Jack brought some 
new and fabulous toy to my house. I 
looked forward to each visit from him not 
only because of the memorable toys but 
also because of his zany personality. The 
way Jack treated me as a kid made me 
feel like I could conquer the world and 
achieve all of my dreams. He talked to me 
as though I was a grown up and not just 
a little kid. When he talks to children in 
the store, I know exactly how they feel - 
empowered - just as I did.

I loved each and every present Jack got 
for me. However, the best gift Jack ever 
gave me was no Madame Alexander doll 

or Playmobil set - it was the opportunity 
to work at the toy store I love so much. It 
took me about two seconds to accept his 
offer and then I began my impatient wait 
for my first day on the job. It has been 
almost four years since then and Once 
Upon a Time still never ceases to bring me 
to new adventures and amazing toys.

From the moment customers step foot 
into Once Upon a Time, they are in the 
ultimate dream world of every child. 
Within this Rocky River toy store, they 
become a part of a 25-year friendship 
between the staff of the store and its 
ever-loyal believers. The store’s staff is 
committed to helping customers find “the 
toy” that will fit the unique interests of 
their special children.

Once Upon a Time is owned and 
operated by Jack Seelie, a Rocky River 
resident. More than 30 years ago, Jack was 
unable to find quality toys for his children. 
Given his frustration with this endless 
search, Jack jump-started his idea to create 
a store where such toys could be found. 

In 1984, Once Upon a Time opened in 
the Arcade in downtown Cleveland. Just 
four short years later, it had outgrown its 
tiny storefront and upgraded to its current 
location on the corner of Detroit Road 
and Wright Avenue.

Jack’s passion for bringing joy to 
children and his keen eye for fun toys 
and games have helped him sculpt this 
corner of Rocky River into a place where 
people of all ages are delighted and awed 
by exceptional toys. Each toy in the store 
is “hand chosen” based on the insights and 
opinions of the store’s owner, staff and 
customers. An array of unique companies 
supplies the store with these toys.

Because of his policy of hands-off 
management, Jack does not even make up 
the employee schedule. The staff takes it 
upon themselves to fill in the hours they 
will work. Once Upon a Time is held 
dearly in the hearts of its employees.

Longtime staff member, Jan Novak, 
says, “Once Upon a Time is a happy place 
for visitors and employees. When a child 

enters the store, it is a magical moment! 
Children dream of places like this. We 
have toys out to be played with while their 
parents shop. One of my favorite things 
about Once Upon a Time is our unwritten 
theory about toys in general. ‘No batteries 
required’ is not just a phrase printed on 
the boxes of our toys, it is a philosophy 
that an imagination is the requirement.”

My time at this store has been filled 
with many happy memories, wonderful 
friendships, and valuable learning 
experiences. It has helped me grow and 
taught me a lot about myself and dealing 
with others. •

Julie Seelie graduated from Magnificat 
High School in the class of 2013. She plans 
to attend Ohio University to pursue a 
career in nursing. She is a lifelong believer 
at Once Upon a Time and an employee. 
Julie is grateful to Jack for his support, 
understanding, and faith over the years.
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The Evolution of The Tree 
Stumps, Part 1: Mike Hay
By GreG williamS

As a founding member of The Tree 
Stumps, Mike Hay left an indelible mark 
on the local music scene. The evolution of 
the band would include many lineups of 
talented young musicians. But Mike was 
the early cornerstone and, in retrospect, he 
was a figurative pioneer in the local West 
Shore music scene.

The Very Early Years
In the late 1950s Mike was taking guitar 

lessons at Grabowski Music in Fairview 
Park. There, he purchased 
his first guitar and cleaned 
the store during off-hours 
to pay for it. Interested in 
starting a pop music band, 
Mike found there were very 
few other young musicians 
around to draw on other 
than those in formal school 
bands. Searching for another 
guitar player, he called 
Grabowski’s flagship store 
in Parma, which referred 
him to Ron Jankowski, who 
was also taking lessons.

They quickly teamed up, 
practicing in the Jankowski’s 
basement. Older brother 
Russ would soon join, 

playing occasionally on the accordion and 
later full time on the organ. Their first jobs 
were at the Irish American Club on Lorain 
Road, doing mostly instrumental hits of 
the era with some standards mixed in for 
good measure.

In the early 1960s one of Mike’s first 
bands was the Islanders with Tom West 
and Bob Shannon. Mike would also play 
a number of musical engagements with 
various musicians, including Dante Rossi, 
a singer and guitarist who would go on to 
start the notable Danes, morphing into 
  

By Haley nieBeS

The Welsh Home has been in 
Rocky River since 1922, well before it 
became a city in 1960. The home has 
become a landmark to many residents 
of Rocky River and the surrounding 
communities. Behind a picturesque 
pond, set back from Center Ridge 
Road, The Welsh Home has been a 
home as well as a road to recovery for 
many people.

Incorporated in 1913, The 
Women’s Welsh Clubs of America is 
celebrating its centennial anniversary.  
The Welsh Clubs’ ties to Rocky River 
began with the opening of a home for 34 elderly Welsh people. Later, all people 
were welcomed, regardless of heritage.

In 1954 the original farm house was razed and a new home built. Several minor 
construction projects through the years have enhanced the home. Started in 2011, 
the most recent project has added 49 rooms, bringing the home’s capacity to 79 
beds. All rooms are private, cable and phone ready, and some come with showers.

The Welsh Home maintains the “hominess”of the original home with its large 
living room, dining room and porch overlooking the pond. It offers personalized 
nursing care, rehabilitation, and long-term care. In addition, there are six assisted-
living rooms.

While many people have heard of home, some do not know what is done 
there.  The mission of The Welsh Home is a “Legacy of the Heart,” following the 
traditions of the Women’s Welsh Clubs of America, to respect the spirit of each 
person residing in the home.

The Welsh Home invites you to music, games, food, and fun at its Centennial 
Celebration, October 6, from 1 p.m. to 4 p.m. •

The Welsh Home Centennial

The Welsh Home’s 100 Year 
Anniversary. Photo by Brian Bendlock

A young Mike Hay and his first guitar.
Photo courtesy of Mike Hay

See Mike Hay page 2
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Mike Hay
A Note from the Publisher

As our third issue goes to print I wonder, how may I recruit more participants? 
I’m confident our neighborhoods have so much talent to share, yet I continue 

to be challenged on how to discover.
Throughout my career I have partnered with many interns in an effort to educate, 

so I thought why not recruit from our schools where we have budding journalists? 
Allow us to be your first publication.

Since I started this project I have learned that the summer months are the most 
challenging times because the schools are not in session. With that in mind, and our 
fourth issue a month away, I believe this must be our focus. 

I welcome suggestions from our students and educators in creating a program or 
contest to energize our community to participate in the success of The Rockport 
Observer. Please submit your ideas on our website, therockportobserver.com. Sign 
up for free as a member and click on submit your story to suggest an idea. 

I would like to wish our students of music, art, journalism, math, health, sports, 
science, theology, philosophy, language and business much success as they begin 
their school year and close with this thought from Ralph Waldo Emerson:

“Every great and commanding moment in the annals of the world is the triumph 
of some enthusiasm.”

—  LuAnn Leonard 
Publisher

the Baskerville Hounds. Gigging with the Hammond organ trio of Ron Coyne also 
helped Mike develop musically.

The Fairview American Legion Hall
Mike was contacted by the manager of the Fairview Legion on Lorain Road and asked 

if his group could do some weekend shows. He scrambled to assemble his combo of the 
Jankowskis and high school classmate, drummer George Strezza. However, the group 
needed a bass player and there were few around.

Mike asked his close friend and neighbor from across the street, Gary Harrington, 
if he was interested. Gary played trumpet in the high school band and had also been 
in school plays, but he did not know guitar. Gary talked his dad into buying a Fender 
Jazzman bass and amp. Mike literally taught him rudimentary bass lines in a week before 
the first show. Gary’s musical ear and talent would do the rest.

Transitioning from its previous stage name of the Echos, the new Mike Hay Combo 
opened up at the legion hall for their first Friday night. The manager was expecting the 
Ron Coyne Trio but Mike pointed to Ron Jankowski and said, “There’s Ron.”  And that 
was that. The hall was empty for the first several shows. However, after a month, word 
was out about the new sound. Soon, the place was packed and had waiting lines of high 
school teens, some from as far as the East Side. Riding on the legion success, Mike acting 
as manager began lining up many other gigs at West Side high schools.

Mike was introduced to drummer Courtney Johns, who was attending Cooper School 
of Art at the time. He substituted on drums for a job and the band knew he was the 
future. Courtney’s steady and flashy style fit the beat of the British Invasion sound the 
band was now emulating. While sitting on the steps of the Johns’ house, Mike and 
Courtney brainstormed ideas for a new band name. There was a band called “Bark and 
the Tree Stumps” back in Courtney’s hometown of Louisville, kentucky. They shortened 
the name to The Tree Stumps and never looked back. Ron Jankowski would later 
trademark the name. The band became more popular and played all around Cleveland, 
winning Battles of Bands through 1964 into 1965.

The Note
One day after graduation in 1965, Mike got a call from the manager of The Note, a 

very popular club on Ruggles Beach Road in vermilion. The manager wanted The Tree 
Stumps to audition. The group was hired as the house band for the summer, playing 
Saturday nights for $60 a gig along with their other shows. Opening for national acts 
such as the kingsmen and Shirelles was a thrill for the guys.

During this time Mike announced he had joined the Navy and would be leaving 
the band in the fall. His days in the band that he created were numbered. Mike’s last 

show was at Rocky River High School. 
He fondly remembers Michael Stanley 
Gee, a friend of the band, singing a few 
tunes in that show - a foreshadowing of 
his future in the band. •

Today Mike Hay is recording music 
in his home studio in Parker, Colorado. 
His music can be found at www.youtube.
com/user/mikehaymusic, www.cdbaby.
com/artist/MikeHay, www.cdbaby.com/
cd/theloganhayproject

The Mike Hay Combo in empty 
Legion Hall. L to R: Mike Hay, 
George Strezza, Ron Jankowski. 

The Legion lights up with Ron and Mike 
playing and singing. 

Photos courtesy of Mike Hay

Photos courtesy of Mike Hay

A winning line-up.  
L to R: Courtney Johns, Russ 
Jankowski, Ron Jankowski, Mike Hay 
and Gary Harrington. 

Tree Stumps accepting awards. 

Mike Hay today.
Photo courtesy of Mike Hay

is looking for contributors to 
its monthly publication.  

like to write?  
Join in the fun!
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tHe HiStory of art

Antiques: It Could Be More About the Story
The Eponymous Antique Shop Owner
By mitcHell Sotka

Someone may come into my shop and 
want me to buy her grandmother’s favorite 
antique vase. Like every other antique, 
that vase comes with a story. These stories 
come in handy, as the folks that purchase 
a treasure love to know the story behind it. 
A vase may be practical or pretty, but the 
story makes it come alive!

Stories, nostalgia or history - the items 
we cherish in our homes evoke something 
in us all. When we are buying a piece to 
place in my shop, the owners of a treasure 
want us to know its history. They want 
their love of an object to continue for the 
next owner. We listen and smile - and we 
do not forget the stories. The buyer of a 
piece will want to know some of the facts 
and history that go with it. Antique objects 
were once wedding gifts, souvenirs or just 
practical purchases. The story may help a 
buyer connect and identify with a piece.

As the collector of a large volume of 
stories, the pedigrees and the provenances 
of many items, I can remember certain 
stories better than others. Sometimes I 
am moved more by the story than by 
the object. One such story came from a 
wonderful West Side couple. I met with 
them a decade ago to help them decide 
how, where and when to part with their 
many collections. This mild-mannered 
couple had an interesting story in “fiction” 
alone. However, the real story came to 
light after the husband passed away; it 
added an extraordinary dimension to an 
already-interesting story.

The fictional story was that of an older 
couple contemplating selling off the 
beloved objects they had collected while 
living abroad. These items included a pre-
Columbian piece from a stay in Panama; 
Ebeji figures from a stint in Africa; and 
Santo figures from their days in the 
Philippines. These exotic destinations 
were dotted with river villages where the 

villagers needed small outboard motors. 
That was his job. He sold motors to these 
remote villages. The couple fell in love 
with the culture and purchased treasures 
in each of their stops. Eventually, the years 
of traveling took a toll. They packed up 
and moved backed to the states, settling in 
the Cleveland area.

After our first meeting, the decision 
to sell was put on hold for about a year.  
Then the husband died, and that became 
the signal to start selling the major stash of 
treasures. I met with the wife at the same 
great wooden dining table that we had 
sat around when her husband was alive. 
I should note that the “living room” was 
the center of this home. It had no sofa, 
just a large Spanish Colonial table from 
the Philippines with various chairs pulled 
up to it. The living room was a personal 
meeting hall, a place to read the Times, 
discuss politics, and where we met over 
the next seven years.

I began to talk about what made the 
most sense to sell first. Before we got down 
to business, however, the wife said she 
needed to share something with me, so she 
told me a story. She loved her husband, 
was proud of him and enjoyed the life they 
shared. And then came the secret: Her 
husband - with whom she had traveled the 
world to the remotest river towns - had 
been a special agent for the United States 
Government! Wow! That is a story to be 
marked down in the books!

During that meeting and subsequent 
meetings around that great table, I learned 
more about their life. Not only was I 
honored to have someone let me into their 
personal realm, but I was also fascinated 
by the story of how the collections 
evolved. As I spent the next several years 
selling items from the collections, I was 
able to tell others a little more about how 
the pieces came to be in my Rocky River 
shop. So when these objects are displayed 
in a home, the new owner or caretaker can 

pass along this story to friends and family. 
Thus, the history of the pieces continues, 
including the lives of this surprising 
couple.

Pass That History On
Antique dealers are not the only ones 

with stories to share.  How about telling 
the history of your family heirlooms to 
the next generation or owner? Even if your 
aunt Millie was not a government agent in 
a far-off land, the history of a piece can be 
just as special. Every antique has a story, 
one worthy of being told. As an heirloom 
moves farther down the family chain, 
its story can be lost or misconstrued. I 
encourage people to retain those family 
stories.

How can you pass this type of 
information down to the next generation? 
Simply write it down on an index card 
and attach the card to the reverse of the 
painting or place it in a dresser drawer. I 
prefer a hand-written note to a computer 
printout; the note becomes as special as 
the piece. You could also create a binder 
with one page representing one piece. The 

page could include a picture of the piece, 
the story, and any old family pictures that 
help convey the story.

There is another way to help keep facts 
and stories alive for generations no matter 
where an item ends up. The January issue 
of the Antique Trader contained a report 
on History Publishing, a company that 
facilitates the documentation of stories. 
This company helps people document 
information on their homes and 
belongings. If you go to Houstory.com, 
you will see the process is rather easy. You 
need to purchase a few labels that can be 
attached to an item and then register that 
item with the company’s database. No 
matter where an heirloom ends up, your 
story can be read by future generations.

Whatever the method you choose to 
remember the set of glasses you inherited 
from your uncle Mike or the linen keepsake 
tablecloth from your granny, make sure 
you place your own mark on an antique by 
sharing your story. Moreover, if the item 
was purchased in a shop, help keep its past 
alive and ask about the previous owner. 
You may be surprised by what you learn. •

Left: A Carved and  
Painted Santo Figure of Mary, 
Philippines. Mary is standing 
on a cloud of angels. This was 
the most treasured piece from 
the collection and came to us 
last. This was converted to  
a lamp. 

Above left: A Pair of Ebeji Carved Wood Figures, Nigeria. 
These pieces are created to represent a child or children who 
have passed away. These figures - from the collection of that 
special West Side couple - would be washed and cared for in 
honor of the lost children.
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Report of the Westshore  
Council of Governments 
Meeting of August 14
By tara wenDell

This report, which contains observations 
and selected highlights of a meeting of 
the WCOG, is the first in a new series by 
members of the League of Women Voters, 
Cuyahoga Area. It is not an official statement 
of the LWV.

The Westshore Council of Governments 
was founded in 1971 “to foster cooperation 
between municipalities in all areas of 
municipal service.” The mayors of the six 
WCOG cities meet on the second Tuesday 
of the month, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m., at 
the Lakewood Women’s Pavilion. Official 
minutes are prepared by Mayor Summers’ 
office. All meetings are open to the public.

Present at the meeting were Mayors 
Bobst (Rocky River), Clough (Westlake), 
Sutherland (Bay village), Summers 
(Lakewood). Mayors kennedy (North 
Olmsted) and Patton (Fairview Park) were 
not present.

•  CERT grants: Dominion East Ohio 
and Friends for the Community 
Foundation presented grants to 
Westshore Community Emergency 
Response Teams (CERT) for two 
generators and other equipment.

•  Jim Renacci, US Congress District 
16, was a guest. The discussion, 
as follows, focused on two broad 
topics: infrastructure and Affordable 
Healthcare Act implementation.

Sewers/Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) compliance: Infrastructure 

in most WCOG cities is old, with a 
“pollution is the solution” design for 
managing overflow that is no longer viable. 
Both public sewers and connections from 
private housing need remediation. Ohio 
EPA requirements are often more stringent 
than for the U.S. EPA. Both agencies 
present moving targets. All mayors present 
questioned their logistical and financial 
capacity to deliver. One funding source 
might be Section 594 funds, which the 
Army Corps of Engineers administers.

Power grid: On the tenth anniversary 
of the massive power outage, aging 
infrastructure remains a national security 
issue. Can Congress put pressure on 
electric companies to modernize? Burying 
lines would cost about $1 million per 
mile. Congressman Renacci stated that in 
Ohio, most electric plants are coal, and 
EPA mandates to reduce power plants’ 
emissions increase energy costs in Ohio 
more than in other states.

Community Development Block Grant 
Program: Lakewood receives significant 
funds directly. Mayor Summers stated 
that the process is citizen-driven and 
works well. Cuyahoga County administers 
additional funds. Some cities, including 
Bay village, do not qualify because there 
are no large pockets of poverty.

Infrastructure funding: Traditionally, 
gasoline taxes funded improvements. 
Rates have not increased since the early 
1990s. Revenue has been hurt by better 
automobile mileage and the economic 
downturn. Congressman Renacci argued 

that an increase in gasoline taxes would 
fuel inflation in truck-delivered goods. 
Mayor Summers countered that a user tax 
is the fairest approach, and it might help 
stem outward flight. Mayor Sutherland 
agreed, stating that at some point 
public transportation will become more 
economical. Mayor Clough discussed the 
need to develop trust that funding will 
go for its intended purpose. Citizens are 
paying federal and state taxes but not 
getting that money back in benefits.

Affordable Care Act (ACA): 
Most mayors present said that ACA 
implementation is “unworkable” and 
“unpredictable.” Congressman Renacci 
stated that avoiding ACA requirements is 
driving creation of jobs that are only part-
time. On the other hand, Mayor Summers 
observed that the cost of uninsured care is 
unsustainable.

Meeting with Governor Kasich
The mayors meet with the governor on 

August 20. Agenda items include HB5 
(revising municipal income tax laws), the 
Multi-Agency Radio Communications 
System (MARCS), state and federal EPA 
requirements and tax reform.

Future Topics
Tentative topics for September include 

updates on narcotics and mental health. 
October’s tentative agenda includes 
MARCS and Share Ohio, an inventory 
system that could provide a basis to track 
and share public works equipment. •
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Raise High the Roof Beam:  
Mel and Berdie
By eDwarD StaSkuS

Every Sunday morning Mel Hakola 
stands at the front of the auditorium of 
the Christian Science Church in Rocky 
River. He leads the congregation in three 
hymns during the service and sings a 
solo, accompanied by his organist Berdie 
d’Aliberti.

“The church has a wonderful atmosphere,” 
said Mel. “It’s a fabulous place to sing.”

Berdie plays a Schantz organ, 
manufactured in Orrville, Ohio, from a 
sunlen nook beside the reader’s platform. 
“It’s a small instrument, but it’s an 
excellent pipe organ,” she said. “And it’s 
perfect for the space.”

“We’re the music,” said Mel. “We 
help the people have a good religious 
experience. My role as a singer is to create 
a spiritual atmosphere for the worship of 
the congregation.”

Mel began singing at the church in 
1974, when its members were looking for 
a new soloist, and Berdie joined him 20 
years later. “We attended college together. 
When the organist left the church, I talked 
her into coming here,” he said.

A professor emeritus at Baldwin Wallace 
University, Mel taught voice for 38 years 
before retiring. The Conservatory of 
Music at BW created the Mel Hakola 
Prize for Academic and vocal Excellence 
to reward voice students who demonstrate 
vocal and musical abilities and ‘who 
have the potential to make a significant 
contribution to music performance.’

Berdie was born in Brilliant, Ohio. 
“My father was a Methodist minister 
and I am his brilliant daughter. I played 
prayer meetings from the age of seven.” 
She is a distinguished alumna of the BW 
Conservatory of Music. She has served 
on faculties at BW and the University 
of Akron, and is a piano collaborator 
throughout the Midwest and, most 
recently, at Carnegie Hall in New York City.

Mel began singing in churches in 
Painesville when he was nine years old. “I 
sang in a boy’s choir in an Episcopal church, 
although I’m not Episcopalian. I am Finnish, 
so I was raised in a Lutheran family.”

As a boy he spent his summers at Camp 
Waliro, a choir camp on South Bass Island, 

named after Warren Lincoln Rogers, an 
Episcopalian bishop. “I worked there 
in the summers, as a dishwasher, from 
the time when I was nine until I was 17 
years old. The camp ran for eight weeks, 
and every week choir boys from different 
churches would come to the camp. But 
since I worked there, I stayed all summer. 
I learned so much about music, in general, 
and sacred music especially. It helped me 
become the musician I became.”

Mel sang in a G.I. chorus during 
his service in the army. “That’s when I 
decided I would go into what I always 
wanted to do, which was music.” After he 
was discharged, he earned a degree at BW 
and a master’s from Case Western Reserve 
University in 1956. He began singing at the 
Old Stone Church in downtown Cleveland.

From there he migrated to the Jewish 
Temple on East 107th Street. ”That was 
a huge place, and the organ in the temple 
was tremendous. I sang there from 1951 
until I came here. I loved singing there. 
Even after I left, I kept singing the high 
holy days.”

In the early 1950s, he won a scholarship 
with the Singer’s Club, whose conductor 
was Robert Stulfert. “He was a music 
director and organist at the Church of the 
Covenant, and one time he was talking 
about a piece of music, and said his job 
was to choose music that would create a 
spiritual atmosphere. That’s when I realized 
that I should be playing sacred music, so I  
 

could be an important part of the service.”
Mel’s career includes being a concert 

artist in more than 250 performances, a 
frequent guest artist with the Cleveland, 
Akron, and Columbus symphony 
orchestras, as well as a longtime church 
and synagogue soloist.

Berdie has directed choirs and served as 
an organist in several area churches. She 
was the choir director and organist for the 
Westlake Methodist Church for 12 years, 
and later played the Holtkamp organ at 
the West Shore Unitarian Church. The 
Rocky River Christian Science Church 
just might be her favorite. “The organ 
is a beautiful instrument and it is a very 
comfortable place to play, and the people 
are just great.”

Sacred Music
Music has always been an important 

element in Christian Science church 
services. In 1897 Mary Baker Eddy, the 
founder of the religious movement that 
emerged in New England in the late 19th 
century, wrote, “congregational singing 
is the best song service for the Church of 
Christ, Scientist. Why? Because singing is 
an emotion more spiritual than material 
and must, to touch my heart, or ear, 
come from devout natures.” She wrote 
the texts to hymns that are still sung 
today, including “Christ My Refuge” and 
“Communion Hymn”.

Neither Mel nor Berdie is a Christian 
Scientist, which does not matter to them  
 

or the church. Music praises God, and in 
some respects music is a church’s greatest 
adornment. “In church, sacred music 
would make believers of us all,” wrote the 
American journalist Mignon McLaughlin.

“I play a prelude of organ music,” said 
Berdie. ”I play an offertory and then a 
postlude at the end of the service. The 
readers of the church pick the hymns, Mel 
picks his own solo, and I pick my own 
organ music.”

“Berdie and I choose the music for 
the services, planning it three months 
in advance,” said Mel, “so it meets the 
qualifications of the weekly lessons. We 
both have libraries of sacred songs, so 
many of them you wouldn’t believe it. All 
the classical composers from Bach onward 
have written sacred songs, Handel, 
Mendelssohn, John Rudder. We have sung 
many songs by Ralph vaughn Williams in 
this church.”

“You get fine music here on Sundays,” 
said Berdie.

“People come up and thank us for 
the music,” said Berdie, “for what we’ve 
chosen. That’s another nice thing about 
this church. You just don’t walk in and 
nobody gives you the time of day. I think 
it is because it is a Christian Science 
church, and nothing negative goes on in 
the church. Sometimes people have a hard 
time with chords in more contemporary 
sacred music, it doesn’t suit their harmonic 
specifications. But that’s all right, that’s 
how you grow.”

“It makes it interesting to do the singing, 
too, so you don’t fall into a rut,” said Mel. 
“We don’t have time to fall into ruts.”

And There’s More to Come
Since “retiring”, both Mel and Berdie 

have remained active. “I have sung the 
Messiah more than 75 times, all over 
creation,” said Mel, “and Bach with 
the Columbus Symphony and at the 
BW Bach Festival.” Berdie remains a 
frequent collaborative pianist in vocal 
performances. Long-time friends, they are 
planning several recitals together.

“I sing when I am happy and I sing when 
I am unhappy to make myself happy,” said 
Mel. “I’m just glad to be singing at 86.” •

Berdie d’Aliberti and Mel Hakola
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GenerouS community

Rotary Interact Club Helps 
Romanian Farmer
By larry faulHaBer

In June, Ingrid and Irina vatamanu 
traveled to Romania and, among 
other things, bought a new cow for 
an elderly Romanian farmer. Irina 
explained, “previous to our departure 
my grandmother told my mother about 
an elderly lady in her village, whose cow 
had recently died. She depended on this 
cow to get her milk and cheese to sell, in 
order to make a living. After giving it some 
thought, my mom, sister, and I decided 
that we would try to buy her a new one, 
even though the price of a cow came to 
about $650.” 

As the current president of the Interact 
Club of Lakewood High School, Irina 
as well as club members contacted their 
sponsoring Lakewood Rocky River Rotary 
clubs. Their members donated money. 
With help from the church of the young 
ladies, Michael Abraham and Maryann 
Hanson of Hanson Services, and Marty 
Harris, member of the Sunrise Club, the 
Interact Club was able to raise enough 
money to buy a cow.

When Ingrid and Irina arrived in 
Romania, they purchased a cow and 
delivered it to the elderly farmer. She said 

that she thought she would die before she 
witnessed this. She said she wakes up in 
the middle of the night and goes to see the 
cow and still can’t believe it.  

This is one example of the many service 
activities that are planned and organized 
by the dedicated and service-oriented  
 

members of Interact clubs with the help of 
local Rotary clubs. Interact is a program 
of Rotary International that promotes the 
ideals of rotary with high school students.  

The Lakewood Rocky River Rotary has 
two clubs. One meets Mondays at noon 
and the other, Wednesdays at 7:15 a.m.   
 

Both meet in Umerley Hall at the Rocky 
River Civic Center. Service-minded men 
and women are invited to attend a club 
meeting. •

Larry Faulhaber is the Public Relations 
Committee Chair for the Rotary Club of 
Lakewood Rocky River Sunrise.

Ingrid and Irina 
vatamanu and the 
farmer with her  
new cow.
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Compeer Program Listed in 
National Registry of Evidence-
Based Programs
By DeniSe ayerS

The Compeer Program at Far West 
Center in Westlake has been creating 
friendships, promoting mental health and 
wellness, and changing lives since 1989. 
It is funded by the ADAMHS Board 
of Cuyahoga County and serves adults 
county-wide, including Rocky River and 
Fairview Park. Compeer serves to empower 
individuals on their paths to recovery 
from mental illness. Trained community 
volunteers are matched, one to one, 
with same-gender adults seeking mental 
wellness treatment services to help them 
in managing symptoms. volunteers offer 
friendship and encourage socialization in 
order to decrease the isolation that too 
often accompanies mental illness. 

On June 12, Compeer Program affiliates 
were contacted by Johanna Ambrose, 
CEO of Compeer, Inc., and sent a press 
release that stated “the Compeer Program 
Model has been added to the SAMHSA 
National Registry of Evidence-Based 
Programs and Practices.” SAMHSA 
stands for the Substance Abuse and 

Mental Health Services Administration, 
which is a branch of the U.S. Department 
of Health and Human Services. The 
NREPP is a searchable online database 
of substantiated evidence-based mental 
health and substance abuse programs.  
Acceptance into this database means that 
the research results submitted on the 
beneficial effects of the Compeer Program 
on mental health recovery are recognized 
and suggested by the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services. 

“Compeer has brought healing 
friendships to thousands of people around 
the world,” said Bernice Skirboll, who 
founded Compeer in 1973 and serves on 
Compeer, Inc.’s Board of Directors. “The 
inclusion of our model in the NREPP 
supports our efforts to improve the lives of 
individuals and families living with mental 
illness.” Bernice Skirboll started the 
Compeer Program Model in 1973 after 
she observed how acts of friendship and 
interpersonal communication appeared to 
increase the opportunity for mental health 
recovery. Compeer has 55 chapters in the 
U.S., Canada and Australia. 

Compeer at Far West Center is looking 
for more adult community members to 
join our program and become Compeer 
volunteers. volunteers can schedule 
their volunteer time around their other 
weekly activities. Our community 
program also offers a weekly schedule of 
facilitated social activities for volunteers 
and members. Most activities involve 
going to community places such as parks, 
Mitchell’s Homemade Ice Cream, Chick-
fil-A, and free outdoor concerts like “Pie 
In The Park.” The Compeer Program at 
Far West Center reported served over 120 
people as of this past May. 

Our program office is located at Far 
West Center, a nonprofit mental health  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
services agency located on the St. John 
Medical Center Health Campus in 
Westlake. To receive more information on 
our program and to become a Compeer 
volunteer, please call Denise Ayres at 
440-835-6212, Ext. 242 or send email to 
compeer@farwestcenter.com .

People who are interested in 
learning additional information 
about Compeer, Inc., an international 
nonprofit organization, should visit  
www.compeer.org. Compeer at Far West 
Center is listed on this web site under 
“Locations, Ohio.” •

Denise Ayres, LSW, is the Program 
Coordinator of the Compeer Program at Far 
West Center. 

Director of Marketing at Rocky 
River Public Library
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The Majority Rules: Youth 
Prevention Training in September
By noreen m. kyle

It’s no secret that substance use and 
abuse can have a devastating impact on 
youth. Moreover, health risk behaviors 
established in childhood and adolescence 
have been shown to be a leading 
contributor to illness, injury, disease and 
death rates among adults, according to 
the 2011 “National Youth Risk Behavior 
Survey.“ While many high school students 
continue to engage in unhealthy, high-
risk behaviors, the majority of youth are 
choosing not to indulge in these activities.

With that in mind, several Cuyahoga 
County community organizations are 
collaborating to support youth-led 
prevention by providing an opportunity 
for teens to receive training on prevention 
and on replicating prevention strategies in 
their communities. In addition, a youth 
rally and peer-led youth summit are 
planned.

“We are the Majority - Youth Leadership 
Training” is scheduled for September 21, 
2013 at Cleveland State University. This 
day-long training, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
will be facilitated by the Ohio Youth-Led 
Prevention Network, which conducts 
youth leadership training throughout  
the state. The program will focus on the  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
spirit, science and action of youth-led 
prevention.

“We are the Majority Rally- Celebrating 
the Power of Youth voice” is set for October 
28, 2013. The location in downtown 
Cleveland has yet to be determined. The 
rally will provide the youth of Northeast 
Ohio with the opportunity to interact 
with other teens who have chosen to be 
the majority and to reinforce their choice 
to remain drug- and alcohol- free. The 
key message is that “everyone can do 
something about it.” An invitation will be 
extended to state representatives from the  
districts represented by the attendees at 
the rally. State leaders will emphasize their  
support of the positive decision to create 
drug- and alcohol-free communities. 

“We are the Majority-Youth Summit” 
will be held on November 9, 2013 
at Cleveland State University. At the 
summit, teens from Cuyahoga County 
will participate in peer-led workshops on 
issues of importance to young people. The 
summit is being facilitated by the OSU 
Extension Youth Advisory Council (YAC), 
an organization that provides hands-on 
leadership opportunities for teens through 
civic engagement and service learning.

One thing is certain: Peers influence 
youth’s health behaviors—not only on the 
issue of sexuality but also on the issues of 
violence and substance use. Peer education 
draws on the credibility that young people 
have with their peers, leverages the power 
of role modeling, and provides flexibility 

in meeting the diverse needs of today’s 
youth.

This initiative was spearheaded by the 
Community Awareness and Prevention 
Association in partnership with the 
Cuyahoga County Board of Health, Ohio 
State Extension of Cuyahoga County, 
the Westshore Enforcement Bureau, 
East Cleveland Bridges of Hope, Drug 
Awareness and Prevention, and the 
Social Advocates for Youth Coalition. 
These organizations seek to empower 
the students of Cuyahoga County to 
take an active role in their schools and 
communities as representatives of the 
majority of youth that elect to live drug- 
and alcohol-free.

For more information, contact Allisyn 
Leppla at the Cuyahoga County Board of 
Health, 216-201-2001, ext. 1252. •

Noreen Kyle is an employee of the Westshore 
Enforcement Bureau, drug task force. She 
is the school prevention specialist for the 
Westshore Young Leaders Program. The 
WYLN program expands student potential 
through training, education, and alcohol/
drug free events and activities. Services extend 
to the six Westshore school districts (Westlake, 
Bay Village, Rocky River, Fairview Park, 
Lakewood and North Olmsted).
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RRPL Provides Access to Millions of Items
By kitty SommerS

You can now access over 65 million 
items with your Rocky River Public 
Library card! RRPL has become a member 
of SearchOhio, a consortium of public 
libraries across the state that have joined 
together to share books, movies and music. 
If we do not own the library materials you 
want or the item is already checked out, 
this free interlibrary loan service will save 
you time in locating the materials and 
resources that you need.

Best of all, you can request the materials 
yourself by going online to our catalog 
at www.rrpl.org. Delivery to RRPL will 
be within three to five days. You will be 
contacted using the method of notification 

selected when establishing your account.
In addition, the Ohio Library and 

Information Network, OhioLINk, 
will make available materials from a 
consortium of Ohio college and university 
libraries and the State Library of Ohio. 
As a member of SearchOhio, RRPL has 
access to materials on a scale impossible to 
provide in more traditional ways.

“This is a game changer for Rocky River 
Public Library in terms of quick and easy 
access to countless library materials for 
our patrons,” said Library Director Nick 
Cronin. “Not only is SearchOhio fast 
and convenient, but the fact that library 
patrons can make their own requests from 
anywhere they have access to the Internet 

is especially exciting.”
SearchOhio and 

OhioLINk are perfect 
for students in need of 
research materials for 
school assignments, 
book clubs, as well 
as unique subject 
areas and older titles 
not found in our 
collection.

If you can’t find the item you want in 
our catalog, look under “Continue Search 
In…” and click on the SearchOhio link 
OR search ohpir.westervillelibrary.org  
Once you find the item you’re looking 
for, click the Request Item button, select 

Rocky River PL and provide your last 
name and RRPL card number.

If you need assistance using SearchOhio 
or OhioLINk, please call the Library at 
440-333-7610. •

Kitty Sommers is the Director of Marketing 
at Rocky River Public Library.

rocky river puBlic liBrary • calenDar of eventS
September 1-2: Library closed in 
observance of Labor Day.

September 9: Join us at 6:30 p.m. for 
“Three Worlds” as we continue our 
Indie International Film Fest, featuring 
selections from the world’s top film 
festivals. This 2012 French drama is about 
the chain of consequences after a hit-and-
run accident. You are invited to stay for 
a brief discussion afterward. Enjoy fresh, 
hot popcorn while celebrating the world 
of cinema. These films have not been 
rated and should be assumed to have 
mature content. 

September 10: The “Teen Advisory 
Group” meets on Tuesdays at 3:30 p.m. 
You are invited to have your voice heard, 
make a difference at the library and 
meet new friends. Grades 7 and up. No 
registration.

September 14: Brush up on your test-
taking skills with a Princeton Review® 
test prep and strategy session. “SAT 
Prep Class” takes place on from 2:00 
p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Registration required. September 21: 
An “SAT Practice Test” will be held from 
9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Registration required. You must register 
by September 16 for the practice test. 

September 14: Drop in for “Family 
Flicks” at 2:00 p.m. Beat the afternoon  
doldrums by bringing in the whole family 

for a fun movie and a snack. All films will 
have a G-rating, and a caregiver must be 
present. No registration required. 

September 16: Enjoy “Movie Monday” 
for students in grades 3-6 at 3:30 p.m. See 
a movie after school with free popcorn and 
lemonade. We will feature newly released 
DvDs along with everyone’s favorite 
classics!

September 17: A “Men’s Book Discussion” 
of “Undaunted Courage: Meriwether 
Lewis, Thomas Jefferson, and the Opening 
of the American West” by Stephen 
Ambrose will be held at 7:00 p.m. No 
registration.

September 18: Learn “How Cameras 
Work” with Jayson Polansky from 9:30 
a.m. to 11:00 a.m. No registration.

September 18: Join our brand new “High 
School Book Club” from 3:45 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Bring your ideas for a name and 
snacks to our first meeting, and we’ll bring 
the books. Grades 9 and up. Registration 
required.

September 19: Our “Adult Rocky River 
Readers Book Discussion” focuses on 
“Salvage the Bones” by Jessamyn West 
at 7:00 p.m. Come ready to discuss this 
2011 winner of the National Book Award, 
a big-hearted novel about family and 
community, set in the fictional town of 
Bois Sauvage, Mississippi, in the 10 days 

leading up to Hurricane katrina. No 
registration. 
September 19: Our “Chef ’s Secrets Series” 
kicks off at 7:00 p.m. with “Seasonal 
vegetable Sensation” presented by Michael 
Nowak, Chef/Owner of The Black Pig. 
Learn how to create this farm-to-table 
delight from one of Cleveland’s best-
known chefs. Chef Nowak combines 
heirloom tomatoes, radishes and beets for 
a truly unique taste, that’s super nutritious. 
Delicious samples. Handouts of recipes. 
No registration.

September 23: The 7th annual “Cowan 
Classic Film Festival” begins its new season 
at 6:30 p.m. with “Monkey Business,” a 
1931 comedy starring the Marx Brothers. 
No registration. Free hot popcorn!

September 25: “Get in the Game!” from 
3:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. for students in 
grades 3-6. Meet up after school to hang 
out with your friends, play games and 
munch on snacks. Different games are 
featured each month, including Wii Just 
Dance, PlayStation Rock Band, party 
games and board games!   

September 26: “An Evening with the 
Arts” presents brewmasters Jim Lieb, Luke 
Purcell, Andy Tveekrem from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Join us and learn about the art 
of brewing from three area experts. They’re 
sharing some of the secrets and stories 
behind the beers Cleveland loves. Find 

out how they developed their craft and 
discover through the Q&A what it’s like 
to be an important part of our city’s beer 
scene. No registration. Afterwards, you 
are invited to a tasting at the Rocky River 
Brewing Co. for a minimal fee.

September 27: Drop in for “Lunch and a 
Movie” at 12:00 p.m. in the auditorium. 
Bring your bag lunch and enjoy a free 
film selected from our popular new 
releases.  We’ll provide the hot popcorn 
and refreshments. Adults of all ages 
welcome.

September 28: Be a part of the “Guild of 
the Brick” for ages 5 and older from 2:00 
p.m. to 4:00 p.m. Are you crazy about 
Legos? Then drop in for “Guild of the 
Brick.” We provide the Legos, you bring 
the imagination. No registration.

September 30: “Bully: Screening and 
Discussion with Author Colleen Clayton” 
takes place from 6:00 p.m. to 8:45 p.m. 
Join us for a screening of the moving 
documentary, “Bully,” a close-up look at 
the painful stories of five bullying victims 
and their families. After the film, young 
adult author Colleen Clayton will lead a 
discussion and sign copies of her debut 
book “What Happens Next.” Books will 
be available for sale at this event.   

For additional information, call the 
Rocky River Public Library at 440-
333-7610 or visit www.rrpl.org.
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Colleen Harding 
“Training Future Leaders”

(216)970-5889
clevelandschoolofetiquette.com

etiquette corner

Proper Forms of Address
Dear Mrs. Harding: How do I let a parent know that I want to 
be called Mrs. and not by my first name by their child?  

Great question. Many adults today choose not to be called Mr. or Mrs. or Miss.  
Perhaps it makes them feel older. You may hear someone say, “Mrs. Smith was my 
mother, please call me by my first name.”

There is a long history attached to the words Mister and Master or the feminine, 
Mistress. All have been shortened to Mr. or Mrs. or Miss or Ms. These titles imply a level 
of respect for a person. For a woman, the titles are used to identify whether she is single 
or married. Today, Ms. is the proper prefix for all women.    

If you are under the age of 18, assume you should use Mr. or Mrs. or Ms. This is the 
polite thing to do. You should wait until a person gives you permission to call them by 
their first name.

Some believe the problem with omitting the use of Mr. or Mrs. or Ms. is that you are 
eliminating the respect that goes with these titles. It puts everyone on the same level.  
Some adults are fine with this, but some are not. If you object, it is perfectly acceptable 
to ask someone to have his or her children address you using the proper title. It is actually 
rude for a child under the age of 18 to address you by your first name without your okay. 

When it comes to rules of civility and protocol today, it is best not to assume anything. 

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,  
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding”.

Colleen Harding, the founder of the Cleveland School of Etiquette and Corporate Protocol, 
started her company five years ago to address a niche and a need for protocol training. She has 
certifications from the American School of Protocol in traditional etiquette and in corporate 
training. Mrs. Harding works with individuals, schools, companies and organizations that 
recognize the importance of social polish in daily life and the corporate world.

Colleen spent 22 years in the corporate arena as an outside sales representative with 15 
years in Broadcast Sales. She recognizes the competitive advantage a person has when they 
respect etiquette and have received protocol training.

Mrs. Harding is a resident of Bay Village. She is an active volunteer for the Westside 
Catholic Center, St. Raphael Women’s Guild and a Board Member of the Village Foundation.

Friend us on the  
Rockport Observer Facebook page.  
And let’s try and make this happen.

SERVING UP
SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY

IN OUR CENTURY HOME

1 1

FEATURING:
Homestyle Comfort 

Favorites • Fire-Grilled 
Burgers, Steaks,  
Chops & Seafood  

Hickory Smokers BBQ

Lunch   Dinner   Late
SUNDAY BREAkFAST, 9am

In 1888 a local businessman named Clifton Bailey Beach purchased 427 acres of 
land along the lakeshore, including Governor Rueben Wood’s property located at 
Wagar and Avalon. By 1890, Beach’s property extended from Detroit Road to Lake 
Erie, and from Bradstreet’s Landing to the Oakwood estate of Daniel Eells. So by 
the late 19th century, the land along the lake pretty much belonged to two people - 
Clifton Beach and Daniel Eells.

Beach was elected to Congress in 1895 and served two terms. Before he left for 
Washington, Beach sold an acre of his land on the southeast corner of his property 
to be used only for educational purposes - and that’s where the Beach School was 
erected in 1897.

The Beach School building still stands today, given major rebuilding and 
remodeling. Although it is no longer used as a public school, it still has educational 
uses. Among other things, the building is the home of the Rocky River Historical 
Society’s archives, which were formerly in the Rocky River Public Library’s Orange 
Room.

Clifton Beach died in 1902 and was buried in Lakeview Cemetery. His land 
continued to be farmed for a few years, but his house deteriorated. Finally in 1917, 
Beach’s son, Chisholm, and his wife Adelaide sold the Beach property to a real estate 
developer.

The land was to be developed into individual home sites, with the exception of 
four specific parcels along the lakefront - the Wagar Beach area - that were to be 
held in trust for the benefit of all the new property owners. The developers hired 
an Englishman named Alfred W. Smith to plot and name the streets in the Beach 
Cliff area. Being very British, Mr. Smith favored the Tudor style of architecture and 
chose English street names, such as Cornwall, Avalon, kensington, and Falmouth.

Clifton Beach’s land in northwestern Rocky River is what we know today as 
Beach Cliff, subdivision #2. Beach Cliff, subdivision #1, was the land owned in 
northeastern Rocky River by Daniel Eells.

SpotliGHt on: BeacH cliff
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Pay It Forward Rockport Community

19110 Old Detroit Rd  •  Rocky River, Ohio 44116
(440) 331-0800  •  www.tartinebistro.com

Tuesdays:  
1/2 off all bottled wine

Wednesdays & Thursdays:   
Featuring live music starting at 7:30pm

 NOW SERVING LUNCH  
Tuesday - Saturday  11:30-2:30

HAPPY 
HOUR  
(bar only)

Tuesday-Friday 
4:30-6:30pm

A  Way of Living

Fine Furnishings and Antiques

Interior Design Services

19071 Old Detroit Road, Rocky River
440-333-1735

www.mitchellsotka.com

Mitchell Sotka

By f. tHomaS vickerS

One of our great founding 
fathers, Benjamin Franklin, 

after providing a financial favor to one 
Benjamin Webb, wrote an eloquent note 
to him in 1784 saying the following.

 I do not pretend to give such a deed; I 
only lend it to you. When you meet with 
another honest Man in similar Distress, 
you must pay me by lending this Sum to 
him; enjoining him to discharge the Debt 
by a like operation, when he shall be able, 
and shall meet with another opportunity. 
I hope it may thus go thro’ many hands, 
before it meets with a Knave that will 
stop its Progress. This is a trick of mine for 
doing a deal of good with a little money.

Benjamin Franklin’s humanitarian effort 
was more recently embodied in the novel 
“Pay It Forward,” which was later adapted 
by Warner Brothers into a film starring 
Helen Hunt and kevin Spacey. The novel 
and film focus on the idea that we are all 
obliged to perform three good deeds for 
others in exchange for every good deed 
received. 

What a wonderful world we could create 
by practicing such a simple principle! That 
is what my Canadian sister Terie thought 

when she recently sent me a rubber 
bracelet reminding me to pay-it forward 
whenever possible.

Terie belongs to and espouses 
(sometimes on Tv) the “Pay It Forward” 
movement, which is dedicated to creating 
a ripple effect of kindness throughout the 
world. The movement encourages acts of 

kindness - much like Benjamin Franklin 
did - by distributing PIF bracelets in more 
than 100 countries around the globe. 
Once you have paid forward a favor by 
engaging in some act of kindness toward 
another, you tell the beneficiary not to 
repay you, but instead to wear the rubber 
bracelet as a reminder to help others.

I wear my bracelet every day. If this 
altruistic experience appeals to you, 
jump on line to get your own bracelets 
at www.payitforwardfoundation.com or 
pifexperience.org. You’ll feel good about 
yourself, and our community will be the 
better for your efforts. •

Cowan Pottery Open House: A Crowd Pleaser

By all measures, the open house in August at the original Rocky River 
site of the Cowan Pottery Studio was a success. The restored Cowan display 
room gleamed with original pieces - from high-end, sculptured limited 
editions to open-stock consumer items. Both the pieces and the color array 
of the glazes, some of which have never been replicated, gave testimony to 
the expertise of Cowan’s staff.

In the 1920s, the showroom drew buyers from such stores as Marshall 
Field in Chicago, Wanamaker’s in Philadelphia and Halle’s in downtown 
Cleveland. Buyers selected the pieces as well as the glazes that they wanted 
for their stores.

Among the crowd of admirers of Cowan’s work, one particular gentlemen 
beamed with pride. He was Bill Cowan, the grandson of founder and 
artist R. Guy Cowan. Mr. Cowan is an attorney and resides in Naperville, 
Illinois. He reluctantly admits to having no artistic talent.

The Great Depression forced Cowan Pottery to close in 1931. The 
current owners, the Barrett family, have held the property since 1935. The 
display room was restored thanks to the Barrett family and the Cowan 
Potter Museum Associates for the 100th anniversary of Cowan Pottery. 
The open house was co-sponsored by the Rocky River Public Library, 
CPMA and the Rocky River Historical Society.

The proud Grandson, Bill Cowan, 
represented the family the day of the  
Open House.


