
By Evan Golder

Often when a church “calls” a new 
minister, its members ask, “How 

can this person help us?”
Not so for the Pilgrim Congregational 

United Church of Christ in inner-city 
Cleveland, where Rocky River resident 
Reverend Kelly Burd began her ministry 
on Sunday, February 2.

“I see my calling not only as I am being 
called,” Burd says, “but that the Pilgrim 
congregation is also being called. We will 
be in ministry together, enhancing our 
lives and impacting many places.”

Burd, the middle child in a family of 
five, gained her sense of belonging and 
community from her parents and her 
church, Tiffin (Ohio) United Church of 
Christ. There she benefited from a strong 
Christian education program and a 
practice of including children and youth 
in worship.

She also learned about ecumenical 
and interfaith relationships from field 
trips to a mosque, a synagogue and other 
Christian churches.

Even so, her path to ordained 
Christian ministry had many influential 
stops along the way. First among these 

was a UCC National Youth Event for 
2,000 young persons, which changed 
her idea of what “church” looked like. 
“My experience at NYE affirmed that 
teenagers are some of God’s most 
powerful agents of change,” she says.

After obtaining a degree in education 
from Ohio University, Burd worked as 
a bartender and a substitute teacher 
before a year of teaching English in 
Tokyo, Japan. There she experienced the 
strong social justice ministries of Tokyo 
Union Church. I got “a glimpse of how 
faith communities can, at their best, 
provide direct support, spiritual strength 
and solidarity for people marginalized by 
society,” she says.

Her next stop was Yale Divinity 
School, where she interned as a children’s 
program coordinator in a faith-based 
homeless shelter and began to explore 
how she could combine both parish 
and social justice ministries. After 
graduation, she moved to Cleveland to 
study public interest law at Case Western 
Reserve University, and then worked 
as an AmeriCorps public interest legal 
intern for the Northeast Ohio Coalition 
for the Homeless.

A call came from the Dover 

Congregation UCC in Westlake, where 
she stayed for more than seven years. 
Her last stop before her current call to 
Pilgrim was in the UCC’s national offices 
in downtown Cleveland. There she took 
the lead in organizing a UCC National 
Youth Event, this one for 3,000 young 
persons, before assuming the position of 
Minister for Leadership Development.

Then came her call to Pilgrim. 
Established in 1859, Pilgrim is now 
certified as both a “Just Peace Church” 
and an “Open and Affirming Church.” 
This latter designation means that 
Pilgrim “welcomes people of all sexual 
orientations into the full life and 
ministry of the church.”

Burd was attracted to Pilgrim because its 
social justice ministry is rooted in worship.

“Worship needs to be spiritually 
engaging in its music and in its message,” 
she says, “with opportunities for laughter, 
unpredictability and movement of the 
spirit in ways we can’t control. We will 
succeed together in worshipping God 
when people leave comforted, motivated 
and inspired, ready to be engaged in ministry 
with their community and the world.”

Burd lives in Rocky River with her 
spouse, John Forrestal, a criminal  

 
defense attorney, and their two children, 
Samuel, age 4, and Grace, age 2. Pilgrim 
Congregational UCC is located at the 
corner of West 14th and Starkweather 
Streets in Cleveland’s Tremont 
neighborhood. Sunday worship begins at 
10:30 a.m. •

The Reverend W. Evan Golder is 
Editor Emeritus of United Church 
News, the national publication of the 
United Church of Christ.
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Rocky River Minister’s Journey 
Leads to Inner-City Church
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Reverend Kelly Burd of the  
Pilgrim Congregational United 
Church of Christ. 

Emerald Necklace Inn & Tea Room
By Gloria Kemer

Gloria Cipri Kemer lifts the lid 
on a pot of her special house blend 
“Gemini” - a red bush, loose leaf 
tea from South Africa, one of 75 
flavors she serves at her Emerald 
Necklace Inn & Tea Room in 
Fairview Park. Making a pot of 
loose leaf tea sounds complicated, 
but it’s easier than it looks. A 
proper pot of tea can be made in 
a few simple steps. Start with a 
kettle of near-boiling water (not 
microwaved), for each cup place 
one teaspoon of premium loose 
leaf tea into the tea pot, pour 
in the hot water and let it steep 
for three-to-five minutes, then stir and 
strain into your favorite teacup.  When 
you put loose tea into a teapot and pour 
hot water in, the aroma alone is delicious!

The health benefits of loose leaf tea 
sometimes outweigh the aroma. Do you 
know the following tea facts: Rooibos 
tea has a high level of antioxidants and 
helps prevents heart disease; Green tea 
inhibits the growth of certain cancer 
cells and reduces the level of cholesterol 
in blood; and Black tea sharpens mental 

focus and concentration and soothes the 
digestive tract.

All special events at the Tea Room 
feature a selected loose leaf tea.

Champagne Rose tea, a black and 
white loose leaf blend, is served to 
Downton Abbey fans who come for a 
five-course high tea every Sunday at 2:00 
p.m. Victorian-style dress is encouraged. 
February 23 is the season finale for 
Downtown Abbey and only limited 
seating available.  

Several special holiday events are 

scheduled. On St. Valentine’s Day 
weekend, a chocolate tea menu, 
including In Love with Chocolate, 
White Swiss Truffle, and Mocha 
Rocha, will be featured. These teas 
can be enjoyed with chocolate 
berry scones. For St. Patrick’s 
Day, mini corn beef and rye tea 
sandwiches and Irish Cream tea - 
a black blend - will be served. And 
for the most popular tea of the 
year, Mother’s Day, a Champagne 
high tea is planned.

Our Victorian Tea Room is open 
to the public with reservations. 
Gloria Cipri Kemer is also 
available for talks on different 
teas. The Tea Room is available for 

baby or bridal showers and birthday tea 
parties.

We invite you to shop for your tea 
accessories - strainers, tea infusers, tea 
pots, and more - at Gloria’s tea store. The 
average cost for loose leaf tea is $7.00 for 
two ounces. Items are also available online.

For reservations and more information, 
call 440-333-9100 or visit www.
emeraldnecklaceinn.com. The Emerald 
Necklace Inn & Tea Room is located at 
18840 Lorain Road in Fairview Park. •

Rachael Ray 
Entertains

Rocky River Public Library and 
Joseph-Beth Booksellers recently 
hosted celebrity chef Rachael Ray 
who spoke about her career, her 
cooking philosophy and her newest 
cookbook, “Week in a Day.” Over 400 
of her fans attended the event. •

Top: Rocky River Mayor Pamela 
Bobst introduced Rachael Ray and 
presented her with the “whisk to the 
city.” Bottom: Wild Flour Bakery’s 
Sue Johansen presented a cake to Miss 
Ray to celebrate her visit. Wild Flour 
staff members with Miss Ray include: 
Darrelle Centuori; Sue Johansen; and 
Andrew Carroll.

Love is a second life; it grows into the soul, Warms every vein, and beats in every pulse.
— Joseph Addison
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ROCKPORT FILES

A Note from the Publisher

Greetings,

While the cold has been severe, try to focus on the beauty it creates around 
us! The sun glistening off the ice, the cozy warmth of the fireplace and, most 
important, the conversations we strike up with a perfect stranger about the crazy 
weather. Whatever the case may be, embrace it and know that spring is on its way.

This past week we had the opportunity to meet with Lutheran West High 
School and to tour the facility. As we walked out of one of the classrooms, I made 
the comment “who knew”. Later that day I thought what a great idea for a page 
in our paper, challenging others to share. Lutheran West was the first to submit 
for our new page. I wonder who will accept the challenge for our March issue?

We have officially chosen Sunday, March 23, 7:30 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., for our 
adult skate at the Rocky River Ice Rink. The time could change, but the date 
is set. Be sure to check The Rockport Observer events calendar on March 
23 to confirm. If you plan to attend this event, please let us know by email.  
L.Leonardrpo@gmail.com.

Thank you for picking this up, taking a look, and giving it a go. We hope you find 
something you enjoy and pass it along to a friend.

—  LuAnn Leonard 
Publisher

Fairview Park:  
A “Green” Place to Grow 
By Matthew Hrubey

In 2011, Fairview Park Mayor Eileen 
Ann Patton had a vision. She wanted to 
assemble a group of residents who would 
encourage the community to “go green” 
and become more environmentally 
friendly. On July 27, 2011, in response to 
her public call for action, that vision — 
the Fairview Park Green Team — became 
a reality.

The Green Team is comprised of about 
a dozen Fairview Park residents, many 
of whom have been members since the 
group’s inception. Members bring to the 
table unique knowledge and skill sets in 
pursuit of one shared passion: the idea of 
Fairview Park becoming a greener, more 
sustainable community.

Now in its third year, the Green 
Team is more active than ever. The year 
2013 saw execution of the first annual 
Freshen Up Fairview Park event, a 
community cleanup day designed to 
stimulate volunteerism and neighborly 
collaboration. In 2013, the Green Team 
also hosted a seminar on affordable, 
home-based organic lawn care programs; 
collected political yard signs and 
used holiday lights, two recyclable 
items typically thrown in the trash; 
and participated in the community’s 
Summerfest and Winterfest celebrations.

The Green Team is continually 
seeking opportunities to interact with 
and encourage the Fairview Park 
community. Freshen Up Fairview Park 
2014 is scheduled for Saturday, April 26. 
The Green Team will also host one of the 
Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District’s 
annual composting how-to seminars in 
2014. The seminar will be at the Gemini 
Center on April 9 at 6:30 p.m.

Mayor Patton recently announced a 
third exciting recycling opportunity for 
residents this year: the city’s first-ever 
clutter buster event on Saturday, May 
10 from 9 a.m. to 12 p.m. behind Fairview 
Park City Hall. Fairview Park’s annual 
spring shredding event has expanded 
to become a spring-cleaning resource 
for residents. Residents will be able to 
recycle documents, clothing and textiles, 
and household and construction items – 
reusable or not. Visit www.fairviewpark.
org for more information.

The Green Team is always seeking 
new members. If interested, consider 
attending a meeting. Meetings are held 
on the third Wednesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. at City Hall. •

Matthew Hrubey is Development 
Administrator with the City of 
Fairview Park. As part of those duties, 
he serves as Mayor Eileen Patton’s 
liaison to the Fairview Park Green Team.

Girls’ Skate

The rink is smooth, white, and silver with pale

Hockey lines and spots for the intense boys

The girls are wearing pink, rose, and scarlet

Sky and baby blues, orange, and maroon

Plus pale, rich, and deep purples, but all

Their skates are white. They’re wearing jackets

And sweaters, jeans, T-shirts, sports gears

Of nylon, lycra, cotton, laminates, or wool

Loose sweats or tight-fitting pants and tops

Striped, plaid, swirled, rainbowed, printed

Shimmering, sparkled, and not flat black

Like the instructors and waiting hockey players

Who are too big to jump, turn, hop, twirl

Flop, slide, laugh, and help each other up

—Mark F. Herron
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EDUCATION

Ruffing Montessori: Educating the Whole Child
By Vincent O’Keefe

Ruffing Montessori School in Rocky 
River has a student population just above 
300, ages 3 to 14 years. The school strives 
to educate the whole child by addressing 
the academic, physical, emotional, and 
social development of children through 
Montessori principles that encourage 
children’s love of learning so they can 
reach their maximum potential.

About 100 years ago, the Montessori 
method of education was developed 
by an Italian physician, Dr. Maria 
Montessori. This philosophy emphasizes 
that all children carry within themselves 
the people they will become, and that the 
only valid impulse to learning is the self-
motivation of the child.

Just over 50 years ago (in 1959), Ruffing 
Montessori School was founded, and it 
has been a pioneer in the Montessori 
approach to education in Ohio and in the 
U.S.  Ruffing was the second Montessori 
school in the U.S. to have both the pre-
primary and elementary levels. In 1977,  

 
Ruffing became the first Montessori 
school in Ohio to operate through the 
eighth grade.

A key tenet of Dr. Montessori’s 
teachings is that children, free to discover 
naturally, move themselves toward 
learning. In a Montessori classroom, the 
teacher prepares the environment with 
self-enriching materials, functions as 
the reference person, and offers the child 
stimulation. It is the children, however, 
who both enjoy and take responsibility 
for their learning, motivated by the 
work itself to persist in chosen tasks and 
thereby realize their hidden potential. 

Each level of the Montessori 
curricula and classrooms are designed 
to respond to the developmental needs 
of each age group. The classrooms also 
consist of multi-age students, which 
helps students develop trust in older 
children and responsibility for those 
who are younger. Emphasis is placed on 
children developing at their own speed, 
according to their own capacities, and in  

 
a noncompetitive environment — all of 
which fosters their love of learning.

A good embodiment of the Montessori 
method is the Ruffing Learning Garden. 
What started as an empty patch of 
grass behind the school has blossomed 
into an outdoor classroom that is a true 
extension of the school. Students plant 
and harvest vegetables while taking 
responsibility for nearly all aspects 
of the garden, which teaches them 
about nature, conservation, irrigation, 
agriculture, and economics. Recent 
additions include a pavilion, a storage 
shed, walking paths, rain barrels, bean 
teepees, roof gardens, picnic tables, and a 
steady influx of student-made crafts.

For more information on Ruffing 
Montessori School, contact the main 
office at 440-333-2250 or visit www.
ruffingmontessori.org. •

Vincent O’Keefe, Ph.D., is the Parent 
Resources Coordinator at Ruffing 
Montessori School in Rocky River.

Ruffing Montessori in Rocky River 
has striven to educate the whole 
child for over 50 years. The Ruffing 
Learning Garden has blossomed into 
an outdoor classroom.
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Lutheran West Places First in  
MetroHealth Brain Health Video Contest 
By Kyle Wiley

One award-winning program in 
Lutheran West’s college-prep curriculum 
is Video Production, taught by Lutheran 
West alumni Kurt Maechner. For a final 
class project, students film a music video 
and are required to sync it with a voice-
over. “I have a passion for seeing art in 
a Christian perspective, which is why 
each student’s projects must include 
some form of Christian spirituality in an 
artistic way,” said Maechner.

Maechner’s video students have 
had tremendous success in the Brain 
Health video contest, sponsored by the 
MetroHealth Department of Neurology. 
Each year, MetroHealth provides 
students from local schools with a topic 
relating to brain health. Students are 
challenged to create a one-minute video 
on topics such as Alzheimer’s disease  
and seizures.

The videos are then judged based on 
creativity and how effectively the topic 
was addressed. The prize for first-place 
contest winner is $2,000. Lutheran West 
won first place for three consecutive 

years: 2011, 2012, and 2013. The prize 
money has allowed the school’s video 
program to purchase additional video 
cameras, rolling tripods, microphones, 
and a green screen to bolster the top-

notch resources already available in the 
Apple iMac lab.

Maechner is a graduate of Baldwin 
Wallace University. Kurt returned to 
Lutheran West to teach in 1999. He 
teaches both Video Production and 
Advanced Video Production, and also a 
section of Freshman English.  

Located in Rocky River, Lutheran 
West High School has been dedicated to 
serving families throughout Northeast 
Ohio since 1958.  To learn more about 
Lutheran West, please visit http://www.
LutheranWest.com. •

Kyle Wiley is a junior at Baldwin 
Wallace University, majoring in Public 
Relations. He is currently serving as a 
Public Relations Intern at Lutheran 
West High School. Originally from 
Ashland, Ohio, Kyle currently resides 
in Berea. He is an avid reader, creative 
writer, and a recreational golfer.

Congratulations Rocky River Scholastic Award Winners 

By Karen Uthe

For 10 years, Magnificat has been organizing 
its Humble Hands Advent collection, a 
student-led initiative that continues to 
be a student-driven collection benefitting 
the many service organizations the school 
partners with throughout the school year, 
such as The Domestic Violence Center and  
St. Colman’s.

This year Magnificat collected over $4,500 
from “Dress Down Days” and cash donations, 
and over $2,500 in gift card donations. Students 
decorated 11 Christmas trees that were placed 
throughout the school, and each tree was 
decorated with “hands” that represented 
the wish list items the service organizations 
requested. This year over 500 Hands were 
returned with gifts. These donations will help 
many people in need for months to come. •

Karen Uthe is the Director of Marketing for 
Magnificat High School.

Lakewood Animal Shelter was just 
one of 11 service organizations that 
Magnificat students collected for 
during its annual Humble Hands 
Advent campaign. Here, Magnificat 
Animal Lovers Club members 
pose with a representative from 
Lakewood Animal Shelter after 
dropping off their donations.

Lutheran West students displaying prizes awarded 3 years in a row.

By Ann McGuire

Congratulations to Alex Lenhart and Emma Schmotzer and 
Emma McGorray of Rocky River High School, Gold Key winners 
in the Cuyahoga County Scholastic Awards competition. Alex 
and Emma were awarded in the Art competition, and Emma 
McGorray, in the Writing competition. Emma Schmotzer 
was also a recipient of the Utrecht & Blick ArtSupplies 
Achievement Award. These Gold Key winners will go on to the 
national competition in New York City.

The Scholastic Awards competition, a 91-year-old national 
program that recognizes and gives scholarships to creative 
teens around the U.S., was hosted locally by the Cleveland 
Institute of Art as a public service for the 34th consecutive year. 
Young people from public and private schools throughout the 
county submitted 2,583 works of art and 442 written pieces in 
a multitude of categories for the chance to earn scholarships 
and have their works exhibited or published. •

Ann McGuire is the Director of Communications for the 
Cleveland Institute of Art.

Magnificat Collects $7,000 for 
Humble Hands Advent Campaign

Viewers admiring art and writing 
submitted for the Scholastic Awards 
competition. 

Magnificat’s Academic 
Challenge Team Wins!

Magnificat High School’s Academic Challenge Team beat Buckeye and 
Northwest high schools to win the December 28 edition of the iconic 
academic game show seen on WEWS-TV 5 on Saturday evenings at 7 p.m.

The Magnificat team is shown in the picture with Academic Challenge 
Host Jason Nicholas. The Magnificat students, all seniors, are pictured left 
to right: Claire Miller, Michelle Hupp and Araceli Medina-Castillo. •

WHO KNEW?
EDUCATION
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Westshore Young Leaders Ring in the New Year
By Noreen M. Kyle

The Westshore Young Leaders along 
with Lakewood High School celebrated 
at a pre-New Year’s Skate Bash at 
Serpentini’s in late December. The 
skating event is becoming a winter break 
tradition of our leadership program. This 
year’s theme involved celebrating a safe, 
drug- and alcohol-free pre-New Year’s 
Eve. Our Lakewood Young Leaders came 
out in full fashion, furnishing students 
with party hats, beads, noise makers  
and prizes for the “Most Glamorous 
Outfits”. A highlight of the evening was a 
delicious cake!!!

The Westshore Young Leaders 
organization is open to all middle school  
 

Young leaders enjoying skating to celebrate the New Year.

Rock Out at Summer Camp

The School of Rock offers 
summer camp geared to provide 
existing students with new 
challenges and new students 
with chance to experience the 
Rocky River School of Rock.

Beatles 1 Week Performance Summer Camp
June 23 - June 27
A comprehensive summer day camp that will pay tribute to the Fab Four! 

This journey through the history of the Beatles will challenge students to play 
to the fullest of their abilities, while learning to play the music of one of the most 
iconic rock bands of all time!

Summer Rock Performance Camp
July 14 - July 18
A comprehensive summer day camp experience to hone music performance 

and ensemble skills and have fun! 

Beginner Summer Camp
July 28 - August 1
Beginning level students, ages 7-12, will have the opportunity to experience all 

rock instruments, including vocals, through open forum instruction. Students 
will also learn performance-related skills in a band setting.

For more information, visit rockyriver.schoolofrock.com or call 440-333-7625. 
The Rocky River School of Rock is located at 20148 Detroit Road in Rocky River. •

Rowing in Cleveland with CYRA
By Anne Hribar

Cleveland Youth Rowing Association 
(CYRA), Cleveland’s oldest existing 
rowing club for high school students, is 
currently preparing for the upcoming 
spring rowing season. Striving to be 
a premier competitive junior rowing 
program, the mission of CYRA is to 
provide a competitive rowing experience 
to positively impact the mind, body, and 
spirit of young athletes in the greater 
Cleveland community. 

Our rowers are comprised of girls and 
boys from numerous high schools and 
communities throughout the Cleveland 
Metropolitan area. Rowers train for 
three-to-four regattas per season in Ohio 
and surrounding states in crews of four 
to eight. The crew consists of novice and  
varsity members. 

If you have an interest in being on 
the great Cuyahoga, please contact us 
to visit the boathouse and learn more 
about the unique sport of rowing and 
its scholarship opportunities.  You are 
encouraged to try out the sport to get 
a feel for it before committing through 
registration.  Join CYRA now and be a 
part of our pre-season conditioning and 
train to row and race this spring.  Not 
yet in high school? Please inquire about 
the Learn-to-Row programs designed for 
students in the sixth, seventh and eighth 
grades.  These programs will be available 
in April. Further details will be posted 
soon on our website at www.cyrarowing.
org. Questions may be directed to Anne 
Hribar at hribaranne@gmail.com •

Anne Hribar is a coordinator with 
the Cleveland Scholastic Rowing 
Association (CSRA).

and high school students in Rocky River, 
Fairview Park, Bay Village, Lakewood, 
North Olmsted and Westlake. Teens 

meet once monthly in the evening at the 
Bay Village Police Department. Meetings 
consist of leadership training, team-

building activities, event planning, food 
and lots of fun!!!

Our signature event is the Annual 
High School Lock-In that is held at the 
Westlake Recreation Center on Friday, 
February 28, from 9:00 p.m. - 3:00 a.m.  
Cost for pre-admission is $10, which 
includes open access to the recreation 
center, food, music and movies. For 
registration information, please contact 
Noreen Kyle at 440-250-9916. •

Noreen M. Kyle is an employee of the 
Westshore Enforcement Bureau, Drug 
Task Force. She is the school prevention 
specialist for the Westshore Young 
Leaders Program, which encompasses 
the six Westshore school districts.
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LOCAL GOVERNMENT

Nan Baker Files for Reelection
State Representative Nan Baker 

(R-Westlake) announced that she has 
filed her petitions to serve a fourth term 
in the Ohio House of Representatives.  
Rep Baker was first elected to the 16th 
Ohio House District in 2008 and was 
subsequently reelected in 2010 and 2012. 

“There’s an excitement to filing your 
petition as it will be an honor to have 
the opportunity to continue to serve 
the constituents of Ohio House District 
16, which includes Bay Village, Fairview 
Park, North Olmsted, Rocky River and 
Westlake” Rep. Baker said. During my 
time in office, we have faced some difficult 
and challenging times. As chair of the 
Economic Development and Regulatory 
Reform Committee, we have focused our 
efforts to getting our Ohioans back to 
work. I will continue to work to create 
the environment to retain, create and 
bring jobs to Ohio through a leaner, more 
efficient state government and more 
competitive business environment.

Rep. Baker has worked on a number of 
legislative initiates throughout her five 
years in the Ohio House, many of them 
during the current session of the General 

Assembly. “I am particularly pleased 
to have the opportunity to share three  
bills that I have sponsored in this  
General Assembly.”

The three bills are House Bill 107, 
the Career Exploration Internship 
Bill; House Bill 314, requiring parental 
consent if a child is prescribed a 
controlled substance; and House Bill 393, 
Ohio Means Jobs Parent/Student Career 
Awareness Bill.

Rep. Baker is also proud of additional 
accomplishments by the 130th General 
Assembly, including the following:  

• $2.7 billion tax cuts in the last budget
•  $1.48 billion in the stabilization fund 

- largest amount in state history, 
from a previous low of $0.89

•  $1.6 billion in increased funding for 
state schools

•  The largest ‘year-to-year’ tax cut in 
the nation

•  $3 billion in new money for roads and 
bridges - all without a tax increase

•  Providing tax credits for revitalizing 
vacant buildings – an extension of 
Rep. Baker’s House Bill 18 - the Job 
Creation / Vacant Property bill

“Thanks to members like Nan 
Baker, Ohio has created 175,000 jobs 
over the past several years,” said Ohio 
House Speaker William G. Batchelder 
(R-Medina). “Her leadership has helped 
lead Ohio in so many important ways 
and I am delighted that she is seeking a 
fourth term in the Ohio House.”

“As I continue my legacy of walking 
door-to-door in the neighborhoods of 
District 16 and continuing my Library 
Days again this summer, I look forward 
to sharing the many accomplishments 
that we have had to make Ohio a more 
business-friendly state,” Rep. Baker 
said. “Please stop by the library in your 
neighborhood so we can talk about 
your ideas and the concerns you may 
have. The dates will be posted soon. As I 
continue to say - It’s All About Jobs!”

Representative Baker has been a 
business owner for more than 30 years.  
As an active member of the West Shore 
Chamber of Commerce for two decades, 
she served as president for two years and 
currently serves on the Board of Trustees.  
She is also a member of the Fairview 
Park, North Olmsted and Rocky River 

Chamber of Commerce. She was elected 
as a member of the Westlake Board of 
Education and also served three terms 
on the Westlake City Council.

For more information, contact nan@
friendsofnanbaker.com. •

State Representative Nan Baker

Report of the Westshore Council of  
Governments Meeting of January 8
by LWV observers Susan Murnane 
(Bay Village chapter); Kathy 
Kosiorek and Mary Warren 
(Lakewood chapter)

This report, which contains 
observations and selected highlights of a 
meeting of the WCOG, is not an official 
statement of the LWV. Official minutes 
are prepared by Mayor Patton’s office.

Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky River), 
Patton (Fairview Park), Summers 
(Lakewood), Sutherland (Bay Village)

Also in attendance: Dave Greenspan, 
District 1 Representative, Cuyahoga 
County Council; Steve Presley

The meeting was called to order 9:40 
a.m. Mayor Patton of Fairview Park 
presided as Chair of the WCOG.

Commission Reports
The formal reappointment of Mayor 

Sutherland to NOACA as representative 
from the Westshore was approved in 
principle, but NOACA rules require 
paper ballot submission, for which 
the deadline was December 31. The 
next meeting is Friday, January 10. All 
mayors present agreed to make prompt 
return of paper ballots a priority so 
Mayor Sutherland would be formally 
reappointed in time to attend Friday’s 
meeting. Mayor Summers enjoys a 
standing appointment. Mayor Summers 
expressed concern about the absence of 
representation from Cuyahoga County in 
NOACA’s leadership. Mayor Sutherland 
recommended a conversation with 
Valerie McCall, President NOACA Board 
of Directors.

The mayors discussed the Land Bank’s 
role in economic development. Mayor 
Bobst commended their participation in 
the recent demolition and remediation 
of a city-owned gas station. Mayor 
Summers discussed a joint project to 

demolish a school involving the City 
of Lakewood, the school board and the 
Land Bank.

The opening of the Avon Cleveland 
Clinic facility has complicated senior 
transportation. In the past, Fairview 
Park received a grant for senior 
transportation that prevented them 
from going to the Avon facility because 
it crossed the county line. They decided 
to abandon the grant, and now charge 
a low fee for senior use of the service.  
None of the other cities receive grant 
support, and they also charge for use of 
senior transportation. Most charge extra 
to cross the county line and go to the 
Avon facility. The mayors felt that the 
provision of senior transportation was 
very important to their constituents, 
but that the existing model does not 
work very well. Mr. Greenspan promised 
to look into it at the county level.

The recent appointment of Craig 
Butler as interim leader of EPA was noted.  
Mr. Butler previously represented EPA in 
negotiations regarding water treatment 
plant issues.

Old Business
William Denihan, head of Cuyahoga 

County Alcohol, Drug Addiction, and 
Mental Health Services, followed up 
on his November 2013 presentation to 
WCOG with an invitation for a March 
2014 joint crisis intervention training 
session for West Shore police. Mayor 
Patton will follow up on the invitation, 
and will look into the possibility of 
including librarians and other city 
employees with extensive public contact.

New Business
Mayor Patton also proposed autism 

awareness training through Akron Police 
Sergeant Mark Farrar. The proposal was 
well received and all mayors agreed to 

consult with their safety forces.
Mayor Patton was reappointed to the 

Cuyahoga County Planning Commission.
Mayor Patton expressed interest in 

a regional civil service examination.  
Fairview Park’s most recent examination 
had very few applicants.  Mayor Summers 
said that a recent study into civil service 
examinations found that regional 
entrance examinations were possible, 
but regional promotion examinations 
were not feasible because of different 
requirements among the different 
cities.  Furthermore, the cost savings 
from regional entrance examinations 
were minimal since applicants paid for 
the administration of the examination.  
Mayor Bobst added that strategic timing 
considerations also meant cities could 
find themselves working off stale lists.  
Mayor Patton felt the timing problems 
could be addressed by scheduling 
examinations at regular intervals, and 
that the cost savings from room rental 
and advertising justified regionalization.  
Joint administration also would 
create larger eligibility lists in more 
communities, to the benefit of both the 
municipal employers and the candidates. 

Mayor Clough had not recommended 
changes to the WCOG dues allocation 
formula, so the mayors voted to continue 
the existing formula. The scheduled 
discussion of November’s Westshore Fire 
Investigation Unit proposal was also 
continued.

It was decided to continue meeting 
monthly through 2014. •

The Westshore Council of Governments 
was founded in 1971 “to foster cooperation 
between municipalities in all areas of 
municipal service.” All meetings are 
open to the public. The next meeting will 
be February 12, 9:30 a.m. -11:30 a.m., in the 
Fairview Park Gemini Center’s Birch Room.

Emerald
Necklace Inn

Victorian  
Bridal Showers

Tea Room Available  
for Special Occasions

Valentine’s Day  
Sweetheart Overnight 

Package
$149

Downton Abbey
Tea Time

Sundays - 2p.m.
  High Tea $25.00

per person

Singles Welcome!

Limited 
Seating

Bed & Breakfast
Tea Room  •  Day Spa

18840 Lorain Road
Fairview Park

440-333-9100

www.emeraldnecklaceinn.com
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BUSINESS NEWS

Dr. Perry Haan

Global Business Becoming  
Part of Entrepreneurial Strategy 
By Perry Haan

Traditionally, international trade has 
been the purview of larger businesses. But 
with many small- to medium-sized firms 
searching for new markets, increasingly 
more of them are looking outside the U.S. 
Many domestic markets have become 
stagnant. Growth opportunities beyond 
the domestic borders are becoming more 
attractive for companies of all sizes.

More than 95% of the world’s 
population and two-thirds of global 
purchasing power are outside the U.S., 
yet less than 1% of the nation’s 30 million 
businesses export. Small- and medium-
sized companies are 97% of U.S. exporters, 
but they only account for about 30% of 
all exports.

Many U.S. companies stumble into 
their first international ventures. It is 
common for people from other countries 
to contact a firm about its products 
that were found online or during a visit 
to America. For most U.S. companies, 
whatever additional business these 
contacts create is as far as they go in 
pursuing international business.  

However, more companies are making 
international trade part of their 
strategic plans. Technology is one of 
the major drivers of the expansion of 
trade. Aside from the Internet which 
has made buying and selling products 
anywhere possible, technology has 

also created dramatic improvements 
in transportation, banking, and other 
forms of communication. These services 
are no longer just available to larger 
organizations and are being used by small 
companies to become more proactive 
about their international strategies.

Thinking About Exporting
These improvements have made 

doing business outside the U.S. easier, 
but there are still obstacles along the 
way. Entrepreneurs need to be aware of 
differences in laws, culture and economic 
systems to name a few. Tariffs and quotas 
top the list of laws to research for most 
companies before considering entering a 
market.

“Exporting is not rocket science; it’s 
not harder than doing what they (small 
businesses) already do,” said Tim Sword, 
an export-assistance manager for the 
Ohio Development Services Agency. “But 
it does require a little more attention to 
detail, which requires someone to focus 
on it.”

“The simple reason that entrepreneurs 
would be wise to consider looking outside 
of the U.S. is because that is where their 
new customers are emerging. When you 
look for the new populations of people 
with increased purchasing power, you 
are going to find them in Asia, South 
America and in pockets all around 
Europe and Africa,” Sword stated.

Help for Hurdles
One of the biggest hurdles for U.S. 

exporters is finding good partners in 
the country in which they want to do 
business. Most small companies enter 
international markets by exporting 
through distributors in the host country. 
The entrepreneur must be able to 
vet those foreign partners. Obtaining 
information about a potential partner 
outside the U.S. can be difficult.

Entrepreneurs interested in entering 
foreign markets have help available from 
both the federal and state governments. 
The U.S. Department of Commerce 
provides free services to anyone 
interested in exploring non-U.S. markets. 
In 2010 the Obama Administration 
launched the National Export Initiative 
that was aimed at doubling the level 
of exports from 2008 to 2015. The top 
priority of this initiative is to increase 
the level of exports by small- to medium-
sized businesses. Similar services are 
offered by the State of Ohio to companies 
wanting to engage in exporting.

The Ohio Development Services 
Agency for which Sword works is one of 
those agencies. “Pursuing international 
business has long been an initiative of 
both state and federal governments. 
The result is a deep and wide network of 
experienced export assistance available 
to new-to-export companies. The state 
of Ohio alone has eight overseas offices 

that can help Ohio companies gain 
market intelligence and targeted buyer 
and importer contacts in 35 different 
countries,” according to Sword.

Sword added that while there are 
great opportunities for Ohio and U.S. 
companies to sell internationally, it is 
imperative that these organizations 
have leaders and company-wide support 
for being an international supplier. The 
export success of far too many companies 
has been limited by a lack of support of 
international efforts from within the 
organization.

For more information, Dr. Haan can be 
contacted at 419-618-2867 or haanpc@
tiffin.edu. •

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship, and 
former Dean of the Business School 
at Tiffin University. He resides in  
Rocky River.

Sale to Benefit Cancer Survivors
By Debbie Simone

The new Ritzy Chic shop is having a 
store-wide sale. Many items in the store 
- shoes, coats, boots - will be marked 
down by 50%-75%. The sale will start 
on Thursday, February 6, at 10 a.m. and 
continue through February 16.

Ritzy Chic is also adopting new hours 
on February 6: Tuesday, Wednesday, 
Friday, and Saturday, 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and 
Thursday, 10 a.m. - 7 p.m. Consignments 
are accepted on Thursdays. New 
consignments will be accepted for spring 
only. The shop also accepts donations of 
gently-used clothing, accessories, and 
home furnishings to resell to benefit its 
survivor beneficiaries.

Survivors receive a special, ongoing 

25% discount off everything (except sale 
items) when they shop at Ritzy Chic. If 
you are interested in becoming one of 
the shop’s survivor beneficiaries, please 
call the shop at 440-331-5200 or call 440-
382-6789 and leave a message.  

The shop acts as a networking source 
to help cancer survivors who are getting 
squeezed by medical bills, can’t fit into 
their “normal” size any longer, and don’t 
want to buy something new.  It’s all about 
giving back. So visit us today...we’re 
always here to listen, support and lend a 
helping hand.

Ritzy Chic is located at 21190 Center 
Ridge Road in Rocky River. •

Debbie Simone is the owner of  
Ritzy Chic.

Fairview Hospital Completes  
Final Phase of Construction
By Angela Smith

Cleveland Clinic’s Fairview Hospital 
completed the final phase of construction 
on its new $83 million emergency 
department and intensive care unit 
expansion. The new building opened in 
June of last year after more than two 
years of construction. On December 31, 
Fairview opened a new spacious main 
lobby and concourse that connects easily 
to the rest of the hospital. Several groups 
gathered to celebrate the opening with 

the raising of the flag on a new flagpole 
donated by the hospital’s Auxiliary Board.

The new concourse allows patients to 
enter Fairview Hospital directly from 
the parking garage and take a more 
direct route to the intensive care unit 
and emergency department.

Fairview’s expansion includes a 55-
bed emergency department, with a 
separate 16-room pediatric emergency 
department, two Level II trauma rooms, 
and an expanded intensive care unit 
with 38 private patient rooms. •

By Jim Kettren

Why do we plan for events that we hope will never happen? To be better 
prepared if and when they do happen.

BayComm is an all-resident volunteer group that began in Bay Village in 
2012. Our members have expanded to Rocky River, Westlake, and Olmsted 
Falls. Working with CERT (Community Emergency Response Team) and local 
safety forces, we have created a network of communications, utilizing two-way 
radios. We don’t normally think about not having phone service or electricity, 
for example, but it has happened before - and it will happen again.

We are looking for more volunteers from Rocky River, Fairview Park, and 
North Olmsted. We cover a radius of about 10 miles from Bay Village. Think 
about how valuable it would be to connect with others, when traditional forms 
of communication are down. Our members train to offer communications not 
only to their families, but also to others who may need assistance during an 
emergency.

No radio experience is necessary. The only cost involved is buying the 
recommended radio equipment (about $150). Our members come from all walks 
of life. We share ideas and experiences at our monthly meetings.

If this concept interests you, please contact Jim Kettren, BayComm Operations 
Manager, at jim.kettren@hyland.com for more information. •

Jim Kettren is the founder of BayComm. He is an auxiliary police officer for 
Bay Village, where he has lived for the past 25 years.

Become Part of a
Neighborhood Safety Net 

Think how unspeakably sweet

The taste of snow at midsummer,

How sweet a kind spring breeze

After the gales of winter.

But as we all discover,

nothing’s quite as sweet

as one large cloak

wrapped around two lovers.

— Asklepiados, ca. 320BC
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HEALTH & WELLNESS

“Peacemakers” Donate more than  
3,000 Quilts to Cancer Patients  
By Angela Smith

The Peacemakers quilting group at 
Bethesda on the Bay Lutheran Church 
in Bay Village has been making quilts 
for local cancer patients since 1998. 
Recently, the women celebrated an 
important milestone – the finishing of 
their 3,000th quilt.

Every Thursday morning, local women 
meet in a classroom at the church to 
make 40x60 inch quilts – each one with a 
unique pattern. The quilts are donated to 
cancer patients receiving chemotherapy 
and radiation at the Cleveland Clinic 
Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital.

Jane Resko of Westlake founded the 
group 15 years ago when she heard 
a doctor from her church talk about 
how beneficial quilts would be for his 
cancer patients. Resko gathered some 
women and collected donated fabric 
to begin the first quilting session of 
the “peacemakers.” Today there are 18 
women in the group.

“Each quilt we make is special,” said 
Resko. “It gives patients something to 
hold onto and lets them know someone 
else is thinking of them while they go 

through such a hard time in their lives.”
For cancer survivors Joy Arndt of 

Olmsted Township and Mary Lou Kolke 
of Bay Village, the quilts have special 
meaning. Both ladies were treated at 
Fairview Hospital’s Cancer Center and 
received quilts while they were patients 
– prior to joining the quilting group.

“Being part of this group brings me 
such joy,” said Arndt. “We all support each 
other and have become close friends.”

Kolke, who was treated for non-
Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, is a member of 
Bethesda on the Bay and just joined the 
group last year. “Receiving the quilt 
meant so much to me, and I feel so blessed 
to be part of this group now.”

Patients receiving the quilts at 
Fairview Hospital are extremely grateful 
and often send the group thank-you 
notes. Gwen Paull, a social worker at 
the cancer center, helps distribute the 
quilts on behalf of the peacemakers. “Our 
patients feel blessed to receive something 
so beautiful that was made just for them,” 
said Paull. “We do everything we can to 
treat our patients like family and offer 
them support and comfort throughout 
their cancer journey.”

Each spring, Resko and the oncology 
social workers at Fairview Hospital host 
a special luncheon to honor all of their 
quilting volunteers. In addition to the 
Peacemakers, there are at least 70 more 
women from other area churches and 

groups who make and donate quilts to 
the hospital.

“These talented volunteers truly make 
a difference in our patients’ lives and we 
sincerely appreciate all of their efforts,” 
said Paull. •

Some proud members of Peacemakers

Cold Weather Senior Safety
By Cara Gallagher

As winter approaches, it is important 
to be aware of the dangers cold weather 
has on seniors. Low temperatures can 
not only make you feel miserable but 
they can also make you sick. It is critical 
to know the warning signs associated 
with hypothermia.

Seniors lose body heat faster than 
when they were younger. The chill they 
feel can be dangerous and turn into 
hypothermia quicker than in a younger 
person. Hypothermia occurs when 
your body temperature drops below 95 
degrees.  This drop in body temperature 
can cause problems with the heart, liver 
and kidneys. Spending time outside in 
the cold or even in a cold house, can cause 
your body to go into hypothermia. There 
are some simple ways to avoid getting 
hypothermia.

First, keep warm in your house. Make 
sure your thermostat is set at 68 degrees 
or higher. Close off rooms or areas that 
you are not going to use. You should wear 
layers of clothing, place a blanket over 
your legs and cover your feet with socks 
and slippers.

Second, if you go outside in the cold 
months, wear loose layers of clothing. The 
air between the layers will help keep you 
warm and cozy. Cover your head and neck. 
You can lose critical body heat if your head 
is uncovered. Make sure you have a warm 
winter coat and don’t spend extended 
periods of time out in the elements.

Last, check with your doctor. See if 
there are certain conditions and illnesses 
that make it hard for your body to stay 
warm. There are even some medications 
that can affect your body heat. Talk 
with your doctor so you are aware of the 
warning signals and symptoms that you 
need to know.

Sometimes it is hard to tell if a person 
has hypothermia, but just look for the 
clues. For example, cold feet and hands, 
shivering, slurring of words or confusion 
are some of the warning signs. If nothing 

is done, hypothermia can get worse 
and you might have problems walking 
or standing. Your heart can slow down 
and your breathing can become slow 
and shallow. It is always helpful to have 
someone check up on you and to keep 
an eye on your condition. Ask a family 
member or a neighbor to stop by on a 
regular basis to make sure you are well.

Are you a senior citizen that needs 
companionship during the cold winter 
months? Or perhaps help with household 
tasks or transportation?

Seniors Helping Seniors® is a non-
medical homecare company that can 
provide these services and more to 
you. Our caregivers, mostly seniors 
themselves, provide understanding and 
quality care to those we serve. Our goal 
is to help those who would like to age 
gracefully in their own homes.

For more information, call 440-759-
0319 or e-mail sdjones@shsohio.com. Our 
website is www.seniorcarecuyahoga.com. •

Cara Gallagher is a Client Relations 
Manager for Seniors Helping Seniors in 
Fairview Park. SHS offers peer-to-peer 
care with compassion.

19512 Center Ridge Road
Rocky River, OH  44116

440.799.8303

 

 Indulge 

Coffee & Tea 
 

Specialty store with wide selection of bulk 
specialty coffee beans and loose leaf tea, 

coffee and tea accessories and gifts.

15%
OFF

entire purchase  
with coupon

Not valid with any other 
offers. Exp. 2/28/14

TEA OF THE MONTH:
Passionfruit Oolong

COFFEE OF THE MONTH:
Chocolate Seduction - a blend 

of Raspberry, Milk and Dark 
chocolates, and vanilla.

ROBERT H

GRAY
CPA IN

C
.

Business Advisors to New
and Growing Enterprises

440.333.0555
rgray@rhgraycpa.com

24610 Detroit Road, Suite 150
Westlake, Ohio 44145

Robert H. Gray, C.P.A.
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FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 11 from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. A Career Counselor from 
Cuyahoga County Public Library 
will show participants how to answer 
competency-based or behavior-
based interview questions that 
are popular with hiring managers 
today. This program, Behavior-
Based Interviewing, will include 
a session with mock interviews.  
Registration required.

February 11 at 7:00 p.m. Ukulele Sing-
Along with the Cleveland Jumping 
Fleas. The group will play a variety 
of catchy tunes and merry melodies. 
Join us for a fun evening of songs and 
laughter! This program is sponsored 
by the Friends of the Fairview Park 
Branch Library. Registration required.

February 22 at 2:00 p.m. Join Mohamed 
Tounkara (originally from Guinea, 
West Africa) of Passport Project for an 
interactive afternoon of drumming 
and dancing. West African Drum and 
Dance is sponsored by the Friends of 
the Fairview Park Branch Library. 
Registration required.

February 25 at 7:00 p.m. The Great 
Lakes Theater and its free outreach 
Touring Production will stage the play 
“Seven Ages“, written by Northeast 
Ohio playwrights Nina Domingue, Mike 
Geither, David Hansen, Christine Howey, 
Michael Oatman, Anne McEvoy and Toni 
K. Thayer. The play will be directed by 
Lisa Ortenzi. What makes a life? A motley 
quartet of characters from Shakespeare’s 
“As You Like It” cross paths while seeking 

RRPL Accepts Food for Fines in February
By Kitty Sommers

For every canned or boxed non-perishable food 
item donated at Rocky River Public Library, 
patrons’ fines will be reduced by $1.00, up to 
a maximum of $20.00. The library’s “Food for 
Fines” program is in effect February 1 through 
February 28. This is the fifth consecutive year 
that the library has sponsored a “Food for  
Fines” drive.

Donated food items for the Rocky River 
Assistance Program are being collected by the 
library’s staff in the Circulation Department. 
Undamaged, unexpired food items will be 
accepted, preferably canned soup, tuna, fruit,  

 
beef stew, spaghetti sauce and vegetables. Food 
in glass jars will not be accepted. Food supplies 
are low in the Rocky River Assistance Program’s  
food distribution center, so donations are very 
much appreciated.  

The “Food for Fines” program applies only 
to fines and fees owed to Rocky River Public 
Library. This does not apply to payment of any 
fines that were made prior to February 1.

For additional information, call the library at 
440-333-7610 or visit www.rrpl.org. •

Kitty Sommers is the Director of Marketing at 
Rocky River Public Library.

shelter in an Elizabethan forest and share 
stories to keep darkness at bay. This one-
hour play is appropriate for an audience 
of age 12 and older. Registration required.

February 27 at 7:00 p.m. Tired of dry, 
flaky skin? Join us for Tips for Healthy 
Skin. A dermatology expert from 
MetroHealth will discuss tips to keep 
your skin healthy as you age. Learn 
which products work best for dryness, 
wrinkles and how often to receive skin 
checks. Registration required.

March 3 at 7:00 p.m. Join us for a live 
musical event - Women in Song - with 
Muszikat-Shalom who will perform by 
celebrating women whose talents shaped 
music history. Registration required.

March 4 at 7:00 p.m. Healthy Bodies, 
Healthy Earth: Hidden Toxins in 
Our Food Supply. Rae Endreola, Eco-
Chef for the Cleveland Metroparks 
and a speaker from Aetna Insurance 
will discuss the importance of being 
mindful when choosing, buying and 
eating food. Modern technology can 
adversely effect our food system, health 
and planet. Learn to identify hidden 
toxins in everyday food and how our 
food choices can promote wellbeing 
for our bodies and planet Earth. This 
program is sponsored by the Friends of 
the Fairview Park Branch Library.

For additional information or to 
register for an event, call the Fairview 
Park Branch Library of Cuyahoga 
County Public Library at 440-333-
4700 or visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org.

Jen Golya unpacks food donated at the Library for the Rocky 
River Assistance Program.
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TABLE & MANNERS

Colleen Harding 
“Training Future Leaders”

(216)970-5889
clevelandschoolofetiquette.com

By Colleen Harding

Recently, I traveled on an airplane next to a gentleman from Chicago. We struck up 
some general, pleasant conversation about where we were from and what we did for a 
living. I told him that I ran an etiquette company and was rather busy working with 
schools and companies interested in adding social skills training to their curriculum 
and training programs.

We started a conversation about how many people have become so oblivious to 
how they behave in public. I told him I was regularly disappointed to hear of parents 
confronting teachers and principals. Moreover, I had personally witnessed extreme 
rudeness and vulgarity toward coaches and referees at football, basketball and soccer 
games for children.

I take great offense at people demonstrating disrespectful behavior and 
unsportsmanlike conduct in public just because they disagree with an official’s call 
or action. Our children are watching and they are developing their coping skills.  
They are deciding how to handle disappointment, conflict and disapproval. When 
children see adults screaming at referees and coaches, they believe that this behavior 
is acceptable - and it’s not! They believe that when things don’t go your way, a good, 
old-fashioned temper tantrum will remedy the situation - and it doesn’t!  

My new friend belongs to a sports organization in Chicago with a very good rule: If 
anyone yells at a referee or coach or acts unsportsmanlike, he is thrown out. Everyone 
respects and supports this rule. My friend told me of a situation where an individual 
raised his voice and used profanity. That individual was ejected from the game and 
asked to leave. The rest of his team apologized to the referee for his behavior. The 
organization was for fun and no one should be treated poorly for participating, 
regardless. I loved it! 

I think we need an organization - or a rule - like this in Cleveland.  I realize that people 
are passionate about sports in our town. There is nothing wrong with enthusiasm, but 
when excitement goes to the dark side and becomes rude and vulgar, something has 
to be done. 

Bad behavior at Browns games has turned hostile at times. Many parents won’t 
take their children to a game. It shouldn’t be that way. I am glad the Browns stadium 
has a family-friendly area, but it’s sad that there has to be one at all. If people would 
show some control, everyone could enjoy every sporting event. 

If you have a hard time controlling your emotions at sporting events, please try 
harder. My children are watching you!

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,  
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding”.

Our Children Are Watching Sugar and Spice  
for Valentine’s Day
By Alyssa Wiegand

Chipotle Chocolate Brownies with a scoop of vanilla ice cream are rich and 
decadent, with a little bit of heat. Isn’t that how you’d like to celebrate your 
Valentine’s Day, after all? 

If you can’t get to The Olive Scene to pick up a bottle of Chipotle Oil, you can 
substitute neutral oil or melted butter for the Chipotle Oil and add 1/2 teaspoon 
of ground chipotle powder with the dry ingredients.

Chipotle Chocolate Brownies
Serves 6-8

1/4 cup neutral oil, such as vegetable or soy
1/4 cup The Olive Scene’s Chipotle Olive Oil
1 cup granulated sugar
2 large eggs, beaten
1 teaspoon vanilla
1/2 cup flour
1/3 cup cocoa powder
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/4 teaspoon salt

• Preheat the oven to 350 degrees.
• Combine the oil and sugar in a medium bowl. Add the egg and vanilla, mix well.
•  Combine the flour, cocoa powder, cinnamon and salt in a separate bowl. Add 

to the oil mixture.
•  Grease an 8x8 baking pan. Cook for 20 minutes. The brownies should start to 

pull away from the sides of the pan. 
•  Cool slightly and serve warm. Plate individually, with a scoop of vanilla ice 

cream or cinnamon whipped cream (below).

Cinnamon Whipped Cream
1/2 cup heavy whipping cream
1 tablespoon sugar
1/2 teaspoon ground cinnamon
1/8 teaspoon vanilla extract

Combine all ingredients in a chilled mixing bowl. Beat with a whisk or a mixer 
until stiff peaks form. Scoop onto brownies, sprinkle with a tiny bit of cocoa 
powder and cinnamon or chocolate shavings. Serve and enjoy!

Verve Chamber Players  
Present Free Concert 
By Carol Jacobs

The Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society is delighted to present the 
exciting new ensemble, Verve Chamber 
Players, at the third concert of its 55th 
season on Monday, February 10, at 
7:30 p.m. This concert takes place in 
the superb acoustical environment of 
the West Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 20401 Hilliard Boulevard in 
Rocky River.

This season marks the debut of the 
Verve Chamber Players, the new resident 
ensemble at Kent State University. The 
group combines forces from the Miami 

TheRockportObserver.com (Oneword) | Become a member.

String Quartet, Kent State University, and 
The Cleveland Orchestra. Its repertoire is 
versatile and the group often presents string 
quartets, piano quartets, and piano quintets 
on the same program. The program in 
Rocky River will be no exception, featuring 
a piano quartet by Joaquin Turina, a string 
quartet by Dimitri Shostakovich, and 
the famous Piano Quintet in F Minor by 
Johannes Brahms.

The careers of the five members of Verve 
encompass a wide range of performances 
and experiences. All serve on the faculty 
of Kent State University. Pianist Donna 
Lee holds a doctorate from Peabody 
Conservatory and has appeared as soloist 
and collaborative artist in Asia, Europe, 
and the United States. Violinist Amy Lee 
has served as Associate Concertmaster 
of The Cleveland Orchestra since 2008.  
Violinist Cathy Meng Robinson and 
cellist Keith Robinson, both founding 
members of the Miami String Quartet, 
have performed extensively throughout 
the world. Violist Yu Jin also performed 
with the Miami String Quartet and has 
played in many venues, music festivals, 
and master classes.

There is no admission charge for this 
concert. All are welcome! See the Society’s 
website at www.rrcms.org or call 440-
333-4296 for more information. •

Carol Jacobs is a longtime librarian, 
archivist, and curator - most recently 
at the Rocky River Public Library. 
She is on the Board of the Rocky River 
Chamber Music Society.
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A  Way of Living

Fine Furnishings and Antiques

Interior Design Services

19071 Old Detroit Road, Rocky River
440-333-1735

www.mitchellsotka.com

Mitchell Sotka

ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 5 at 6:30 p.m. For Books 
to Inspire the Artist Within, please 
read “Big Brother” by Lionel Shriver 
in anticipation of our next discuss 
and create program for adults. Craft 
materials will be provided for the 
creation of a small cloth doll. No 
previous art experience required and 
all are welcome to discuss the book. 

February 6 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Check in for Teen Tech Thursday. 
From iPads, tablets and e-readers to 
Lego® Mindstorm and Minecrafters, we 
have plenty of technology to explore. 
Grades 7 and up.

February 10 at 6:30 p.m. Join us for 
“Watchtower” as we continue our Indie 
International Film Fest, featuring 
selections from the world’s top film 
festivals. This 2012 Turkish drama 
focuses on two isolated strangers, 
dealing with tragic events, who make 
a personal connection at a remote 
lookout tower. You are invited to stay 
for a brief discussion afterward. Enjoy 
fresh, hot popcorn while celebrating 
the world of cinema.

February 11 and 25 from 6:00 p.m. to 
8:15 p.m. Play Dungeons & Dragons.  
Locations vary, so call for details. Join 
us for this classic fantasy role playing 
game with other teens. Learn how 
to create a character and embark on 
fantastic adventures. There is plenty 
of room for extra Dungeon Masters too! 

Grades 7 and up. Registration required.

February 12 at 3:30 p.m. Teen Pizza 
Pagers, a book discussion group for 7th 
and 8th grade students, meets. Stop by 
the Reference Desk to register and pick 
up a copy of the current book. Pizza 
provided! Registration required.

February 13 at 7:00 p.m. TUNE IN 
THURSDAY features the Austin “Walkin 
Cane” Trio. Award-winning blues singer 
and slide guitarist, Austin “Walkin 
Cane” teams up with two popular blues 
musicians to perform some of the best 
original and classic delta blues you’ve 
heard in quite some time. No registration.

February 17 at 3:30 p.m. Students in 
grades 3-6 should drop in for Movie 
Monday. Free popcorn and drinks! We 
will feature newly released DVDs along 
with everyone’s favorite classics!

February 18 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. 
Teen MakerSpace gets underway. You 

bring the creativity and we’ll provide the 
materials for an afternoon of inventing, 
creating and crafting. Grades 7 and up. 

February 19 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 
a.m. We will review the Top Ten Internet 
Scams of 2013, talk about how you can 
recognize scams and how a website can 
assist in uncovering them. 

February 19 from 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 
p.m. Join our brand new High School 
Book Club. We’ll enjoy snacks and lively 
discussion. Stop by the Reference Desk to 
register and pick up a copy of the current 
book. Registration required.

February 19 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 
Get ‘Reel’ Film and Book Discussion. 
Read Nicholas Spark’s “Safe Haven” and 
then come to watch the movie based on 
the book. After the film, attendees are 
encouraged to stay and take part in a 
short, open discussion comparing the 
film to the novel. 

February 22 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m.  Be a part of the Guild of the Brick 
for ages 5 and older. Are you crazy about 
Legos®? We provide the Legos®, you bring 
the imagination.  

February 26 from 3:15 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.  
Drop in for Get in the Game for students 
in grades 3-6. Meet up after school to 
hang out with your friends, play games 
and munch on snacks. Different games 
are featured each month, including Wii 

Just Dance, PlayStation Rock Band, 
party games and board games.  

February 27 at 7:00 p.m. Meet Claire 
McMillan. Be here when the author of 
“Gilded Age” discusses her debut novel 
in which she adapts Wharton’s classic, 
“The House of Mirth,” to present-day 
Cleveland highlighting many of our 
city’s landmarks and its history. Q&A is 
followed with a signing. 

February 27 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 
p.m. Learn about Results-Oriented 
Resumés when the Career Transition 
Center presents this workshop on in the 
community room. For information, call 
216-367-3011. When you are looking 
for a job, you become a salesperson, 
selling yourself to your next employer. 
Your principal “sales tool” will be a 
well-designed, targeted resumé. In the 
current job market, competition is 
tough and employers are swamped with 
resumés. This workshop teaches what 
will catch an employers’ attention and 
make them want to call you.

February 28 at 12:00 p.m. Drop in for 
Lunch and a Movie. Bring your bag 
lunch and enjoy a free film selected from 
our popular new releases. We’ll provide 
the hot popcorn and refreshments.  
Adults of all ages welcome.

For additional information, call the 
Rocky River Public Library at 440-
333-7610 or visit www.rrpl.org.

Full Service Grooming

Spa Services

Self Service Dog Wash Bays

www.cuddlescaninespa.com

2576 Wooster Rd.  •  Rocky River, OH  44116  •  440-799-4000

Photography by MKPhotos

A premier dog grooming salon with high  
quality spa services at affordable prices.

The Austin “Walkin’ Cane” Trio 
appears at Rocky River Public 
Library on February 13 at 7:00 p.m.

740.359.9511  •  WWW.COLLETTESTRENGTH.COM

• Specializing in sports strength and conditioning & personal training
• Customized training programs
• Proud to offer highly effective and safe workouts


