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Vintage Ceramic Pots Hold the Key to Spring
The Eponymous Antique Shop Owner
By Mitchell Sotka
Spring is around the corner. Soon
we will have flea markets, green
vegetation in our yards and fresh air
blowing through our windows. There
are decorative objects that make warm
weather seem not so far away. Vintage
ceramics molded into pots, vases and
vessels in monochrome, bright colored
or mottled finishes give us a taste of
spring and summer no matter what the
weather conditions outside. So, do more
than think of these iconic American
treasures, start the hunt for them as a
great way to banish the winter blues.
These colorful pots with interesting
shapes are from companies such as
McCoy, Haeger, Roseville and others.
They were made in factories in Ohio,
Chicago and California. The iconic forms
have deco influences from the 1940s
to streamline shapes and wild colors
from the 1970s to jazz up any interior.
Depending on condition, glaze and
type, the pots may set you back $8 to

$50. Assemble your collection based on
maker, color or period.
Many of these companies had their
start back in the late 19th century. The
years created shifts in ownership and

The print may be Japanese but the
simple style of the pots and the
monochrome color work well with it.

product production, as well as variations
on company names and glazes used.
These changes help date pieces. Company
logos being modernized is one easy way
to date a piece, so as my good friend and
colleague Kelly says, turn it over.
Many companies marked their wares
with raised letters or impressed numbers
on the bottom. McCoy started marking
its pieces in the 1930s and the font style
changed over the decades. By turning a
piece over, not only can you date it but you
can also identify the maker. So remember,
it’s not rude but necessary to flip.
Companies also used paper labels for
identification. Some labels are still there,
others may be partial, and yet others
may have left behind only the adhesive.
Finding examples on-line, in a book or at
a shop is always helpful.
Bringing the Outside In
No matter if the pot is marked or not,
these iconic pieces have a great design
quality just by bringing the outside in,
dressing up an outdoor patio, having

visual impact as a group or by being used
as originally intended for flowers and
plants. Clustering a group of like colors
in various sizes and forms makes an
inexpensive item seem more important.
Monochrome collections may be subtle
and sophisticated and vibrant shinny
glazes funkier. In lieu of a traditional
holder for kitchen spoons or pens at a
desk, use a vintage ceramic pot. This
may reiterate your design aesthetic in a
subtle way.
Follow in the footsteps of florists of
yesteryear - pull a pot from your collection
and arrange your spring or summer
flowers in it. If it’s not summer time, take
your vessel to a local florist and have him
or her place an arrangement in it.
Life is short and these details add value
to our lives. Something so small can bring
a warmth and brightness to our winter
lives as well as create interest in the
coming summer months. Whatever your
style, go on the hunt for these affordable
multipurpose containers.

•

Our Ice Skating Event
By LuAnn Leonard

W

hat a wonderful evening we skaters shared in Rocky River on the Hamilton
Ice Rink on March 23. More than 60 people attended our event and some 50
plus even skated. The success of this event is an endorsement of the friendships ice
skating has created. A special Thank You to Jeff Waddell, Facility Manager for the
Rink, who made this happen and to his wonderful staff - Rich Schultz, Rink Supervisor
and Shirley Verbanik, Skate Guard, who made every effort to make us feel welcome.
Many brought treats which were enjoyed by a toasty fire. Rich cut the ice in order to
give us another 45 minutes of smooth skating. Now that was a pleasant surprise! Hats
off to the staff at Hamilton Ice Rink!

•

A good time was had by all!

A Log Roll that Doesn’t Roll Is No Fun!
By Liz Harmath
What do you do with a zip line that
doesn’t zip? Or a log roll encased in
mulch? Goldwood Primary School PTA
decided to rip them out and install
dynamic new playground equipment.
“We want our kids to have fun and
really move their bodies,” said Beth
McBride, Co-Chair of the Playground
Renovation
Committee.
“Standing
around on empty platforms and waiting
in line for the few fun remaining pieces
does not burn energy or challenge kids,”
she continued.
To raise funds for the renovation,
Goldwood PTA is getting students
involved. What do kids really want to

do? Watch a group for a little while and
the answer is obvious: they want to move.
Out of that need for motion came the
Kids’ Triathlon. Tweaking the traditional
concept, Melissa Walsh took the lead
in designing an event that combines
walking, reading, and (choice of) dancing
or martial arts.
Melissa and her co-chair, Janeece
Ansevin, are bringing in a DJ to set a
groove for the dancers and Riverview
Martial Arts to lead kids in some
high power moves. Not to be outdone,
Goldwood first grade teacher Cathy
Bitounis is busy creating interactive
reading sessions. The idea is to break the
kids into groups by grade and challenge
them at their developmental level for

each activity. Thus, older kids aren’t
bored reading picture books and younger
kids aren’t left behind in a novel.
Similar to other fundraising runs
and bicycling events, participants
are encouraged to gather their own
sponsors. Whether local or far-flung,
neighbors, family members and friends
can contribute to the event while the
kids sweat a little.
The “movement” aspect of both the
triathlon and the renovation is crucial for
another reason: combating obesity. The
Ohio Department of Health in a March
2011 study found that in Cuyahoga
County, 37.7% of third graders (200910) fell into the overweight and obese
See Goldwood page 2

Photo by Brian Bendlock

Kids’
Triathlon
Who: Kids Pre-K to 5th grade
When: Friday, April 11, 6-8 p.m.
Where: Rocky River Civic Center
How Much: Donations are accepted
for incentive raffles!
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Goldwood from page 1

A Note from the Publisher
If I could share or encourage you to experience anything in this great
community we live in, it would be the talent and diversity of the live music venues
available to us. As I was listening to the Cleveland Orchestra perform Schumann
on Thursday evening, I started to reflect on the variety of live performances I had
been fortunate to experience in the past month. First, The Amethyst Strings put
on an incredible performance at the Rocky River Library (free). On St. Patrick’s
Day, I caught the Cat’s on Holiday Trio at Ferris Steak House and finished the
evening at P.J. McIntyre’s dancing the night away to Mary’s Lane. Fat Tuesday was
the Ernie Krivda’s Orchestra at Vosh.
Whether your taste is classical, blues, jazz or cajun - we’ve got it! So, as we start
to venture out of our homes and enjoy spring, consider attending some of the free
local events and support our local musicians.
Finally, most important, thank you for picking this up, taking a look, and giving
it a go. We hope you find something you enjoy and pass it along to a friend.
— LuAnn Leonard
Publisher

The log roll that doesn’t roll at Goldwood Elementary School will be replaced by
new equipment.
categories, a 10% increase from 200405. It would be comforting to think that
this is simply a metropolitan problem.
But the report also found that 30.7% of
children in suburban counties fell into
the overweight and obese categories.
Clearly, this problem is not restricted to
any one area or demographic.
Teaching kids that movement is fun –
and that pull-ups don’t have to be done
in the gym – is essential to promoting
a healthy lifestyle. Liz Fougerousse,
Goldwood’s Fitness Education teacher,
has developed a variety of ways to
integrate the playground into the school
district’s curriculum.
Getting Started
The concept for a playground
renovation was first voiced at a PTA
meeting in the spring of 2012. After
research, parent surveys, and bids,
current co-chairs Erin Konet, Liz
Harmath and Beth McBride built a
plan with Play and Park Structures. Of
course, it’s never as simple as just buying
equipment – after drainage, installation,
promotion, etc. are factored in, the
project tops $120,000. The Rocky River
City School District contributed $24,900
and PTA capitalized on some early
purchasing discounts, but t-shirt sales
are not going to be enough to raise the
remaining funds.
Community involvement has been
vital to fundraising thus far. Rocky
River Education Foundation and Rocky
River Women’s Club each contributed
$10,000. Additional contributions have
come from Lakewood-Rocky River
Rotary Club, Rocky River Soccer
Organization, KaBOOM! (a national
non-profit dedicated to playgrounds)

and a variety of individuals, as well as
the many families who have supported
single fundraisers.
One surprising aspect of this project is
its place in the heart of the community.
While Goldwood children use the space
during the day, all children (from any
school) can use it on evenings, weekends
and during longed-for summer breaks.
Erin Konet noted that “for siblings of
soccer and Little League players, it acts
as a release valve while waiting through
another practice or game.”
The Plan
In addition to eliminating the log roll
and zip line, the plan calls for removing
the 1991-92 wood structures. Time
has taken its toll and many of their
interactive components have been
removed due to deterioration. Of course,
the beloved geodome will stay, as well
as the 1998 structure that is in good
working order.
The new equipment will be placed
within the current mulched footprint.
This was a conscious decision because,
while survey results clearly supported
the need for new equipment, parents also
wanted to preserve ample room for free
play. Existing green space and blacktop
are being maintained to allow for
traditional playground games like Four
Square, jump rope, hula hoops, etc. and
to accommodate a new ball toss, which
functions like a multi-exit basketball hoop.
For more information about the
playground renovation or the Triathlon,
go to http://www.rrcs.org/GPSPTA.aspx.

•

Liz Harmath is a parent and active
PTA member at Goldwood Primary and
Kensington Intermediate Schools.
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FAMOUS IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD

Lavert Stuart, Minister of Music
By Edward Staskus
On any Wednesday evening, if you look
toward the musician’s pit at the Christian
Science Church in Rocky River, you will
see the back of the pony-tailed head of
Lavert Stuart. “The substitute for Berdie
d’Aliberti, the regular church organist,
couldn’t make it one night, so I filled
in,” said Mr. Stuart. “Then when Berdie
could only play on Sundays, I became
the Wednesday organist.” Thus began Mr.
Stuart’s 20 years plus with the church.
The son of a Cleveland police officer
and a librarian who went on to become
the first black insurance sales woman in
Ohio, Mr. Stuart started young. “When I
was a baby, my mother kept my playpen
next to the upright piano in the front
room. As long as she heard me picking
out notes, she knew I wasn’t getting into
anything else.”
The first in his family to pursue a higher
education, he won a scholarship to Ohio
University, where he majored in the organ.
After graduation, he moved to Chicago,
working for the Board of Education
and playing at several churches. He
also studied with Edward Mondello, the
organist at the University of Chicago. “He

was a wonderful teacher. I got a lot of the
romantic 19th century style from him.”
Boston Proclamation
Mr. Stuart was recommended to
the New England Conservatory of
Music in Boston, where he studied for
two years. He played his graduation
recital at the historic Old West Church,
where the phrase “no taxation without
representation” was first coined.
Mr. Stuart helped coordinate the
creation of the 1.6-mile Black Heritage
Trail, which winds through the Beacon
Hill neighborhood and ends at the African
Meeting House, the oldest surviving black
church in America. “The first person to
die in the American Revolution was a
black man,” Mr. Stuart points out.
“It was my experience with institutions,
and the sense of history in Boston, which
made me interested in the organizations
and history that brought me to where I
was, and who I was.”
Thirty-five years later, Boston City
Council cited Lavert Stuart with a
proclamation honoring his “spiritual
leadership through music ministry and
commitment to developing interest and
knowledge in black heritage and culture.”

Home to Cleveland
Coming back to Cleveland, Mr. Stuart
served as the organist and choirmaster
for Mt. Zion Church for the next 10 years.
He also began a 25-year relationship with
the Stuphen School of Music. The school
experienced a renaissance under his
leadership as musical director.
In 1996 he began his association with
Antioch Baptist Church. “His ministry
of music has been a blessing to me,” said
the Reverend Marvin McMickle of the
Antioch Church. “Lavert Stuart has
been our local version of the Music Man.”
Mr. Stuart is also very involved with the
Antioch Development Corporation and
its mission to develop self-sufficiency in
individuals, families, and organizations in
impoverished Cleveland neighborhoods.
As well as a career in classical, sacred
music, Mr. Stuart has had a secular career
in jazz and popular music. He got his start
at the New England Conservatory under
the aegis of Gunther Schuller, a composer,
conductor, and performer who was then
the president of the music school. “He
really put jazz on the map there,” said
Mr. Stuart.
As if his plate weren’t full enough, Mr.
Stuart volunteers at the McGregor Home,

Lavert Stuart by the organ at
the Christian Science Church in
Rocky River.
a senior living facility, playing the piano
in its dining hall. “One of my last adopted
mothers is there,” he said. “I sit at the
piano, start picking up the vibe, and play
for her and her friends.”
After nearly two-and-a-half score
years, the “minister of music” continues
to play organs with consummate skill
and enthusiasm. “It all started when I
was a teenager and heard it [the organ]
at Mt. Zion. I would go to the library and
get records. I loved to hear that sound,” he
said. “There’s something about the sound
of the organ. It’s a light unto itself.”

•

Kathleen Lyons-Henderson Named
Senior Center Volunteer of the Year
By Ann McCauley

Kathleen Lyons-Henderson was
honored as the 2013 Rocky River
Senior Center Volunteer of the Year.

Kathleen
Lyons-Henderson
was
honored as the 2013 Rocky River Senior
Center Volunteer of the Year at the
Volunteer Recognition Luncheon on
February 19. Kathleen volunteered over
300 hours in 2013. Every Friday, she’s in
the center’s kitchen making sandwiches
for the deli lunch. On a different day,
you will see her volunteering in the gift
shop, enthusiastically greeting people.
Kathleen is a member of Play Readers and
also works with the props and costumes.
She is a member of Rocky River Seniors
Council, Inc. During the Craft and Quilt
Show, Kathleen chaired the bake sale.

Kathleen and her husband, Doug, have
been married for 27 years. They have
been Rocky River residents since 2005.
She began attending the senior center
after her retirement from Fairview
Hospital, where she was a unit secretary
for 32 years. Kathleen said she “loves it at
the senior center” and appreciates the
opportunity to give back.
Program Coordinator Laurie Schaefer
and Mayor Pamela Bobst congratulated
Kathleen as the Volunteer of the Year.
There were 125 volunteers honored for
16,990 hours of service to the center.
STARRS Program
The second STARRS program at the
Rocky River Senior Center will present

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

Outback Ray’s Amazing Animal Show on
Thursday, April 10, at 1:30 p.m. Outback
Ray has had a passion for animals since
he was a child and has been doing animal
shows since 1987. He has appeared
on television, radio talk shows, and
has trained animals for commercials.
Outback Ray will bring a variety of
animals to the STARRS presentation and
share his knowledge with you.
Rocky River Senior Center’s STARRS
series is free, sponsored in part through
a public grant from Cuyahoga Arts
& Culture.

•

Ann McCauley is an Administrative
Assistant at Rocky River Senior Center.
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DAILY DRIVER

Dangerous Distractions: Cells and Holes
By Dale Drottar
We all have our opinions about
cell phone use by the driver of a car.
Personally, I believe it is a very dangerous
distraction and a contributing factor to
road rage. Many people see the cell as a
big convenience, which it can be at the
appropriate time and place. However,
I know of drivers who use their cells while driving - to enter contests!
Fortunately, I’m not skilled enough to
text, driving or not, but I’m apparently
in the minority. It amazes me that people
actually believe that texting while
driving is not a deterrent to their driving
skills. I’ve observed vehicles weaving in
their lanes, traveling left of the center
line, or going off the right side of the
road. I think that most of these drivers
are probably texting. If I end up next to
one of these vehicles, say stopped at a
red light, I’ll look over at the driver, and
usually he or she will not look back!
I’d like to share with you a true story
about two sisters who were texting each

other. One of the sisters was at home, the
other was driving. The sister driving sent
a text to her sister that stopped in midsentence. The sister at home waited for
the remainder of the sentence. It never
came. The sister in the car was in a fatal
accident. That left the sister at home
holding the cell phone that had her
sister’s “last words” on it.
The bottom line: Don’t use a cell phone
while driving. Time, money and family
can all suffer from unforeseen and
unintentional consequences. If you need
to appear in court for using a cell phone
while driving, you might be in court
all day. There’s a day wasted. And then
there’s the fine and court costs! We’re
not talking nickels and dimes here! But
most important, the use of the cell phone
while driving could create an empty
chair at the family table.
Those !x!*! Potholes
I’m sure many of you have used
unprintable descriptive words to describe
the potholes that have accumulated

throughout Cleveland this winter.
However, one word that we might keep in
mind and practice using is patience!
Potholes can be very costly; they can
damage your car and cause an accident.
It takes total driving attention, good
driving skills, and common sense to avoid
them. For example, you’re driving down
the street and spot a pothole filled with
water in your lane. You have no idea how
deep the potentially car-sucking hole is!
You think: Do I hit it or go around it? A
split-second decision has to be made.
A couple of things to remember. First,
given either choice, slow down! If you
decide to go around the hole, try to stay in
your own lane. If a lane change is needed,
use what I teach my students, SMOG,
which means use your Signal, check your
Mirrors, look Over your shoulder and Go.
Be very cautious because everyone else is
also trying to dodge those potholes!
Until next time, keep both hands on
the steering wheel and your eyes on
the road!

•

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

Dale Drottar
Please submit your questions
and observations to Dale through
our website. Click on Submit a
new story and choose the Category,
Daily Driver.
Dale Drottar is retired from the Avon
Lake Police Department. He is currently
an instructor at a driving school
located in Rocky River.
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Help Freshen Up Fairview Park
By Angie DeRosa
Freshen Up Fairview Park is a special
event that brings together residents,
community
organizations,
and
businesses to beautify Fairview Park and
make the community more attractive for
themselves and for visitors. The members
of the Fairview Park Green Team would
like to encourage all residents and
business owners to participate in a day
devoted to continuing to make the City
of Fairview Park a “Great Place to Grow”.
Freshen Up Fairview Park will be held
on Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Volunteers willing to devote a few hours
of their day to freshen up a city park or
other designated area should meet at
9 a.m. at City Hall, 20777 Lorain Road.
Residents who opt not to take part in the
project but still would like to contribute
are encouraged to do so by sprucing up
their own properties and neighborhoods.

Missing Mini
Schnauzer

Have you seen this handsome guy?

By Lauren Smith
Simon, a handsome miniature
schnauzer, is missing in Northeast
Ohio.
He was adopted from a rescue
by his family in Lakewood earlier
this year. Simon is a skittish little
guy but was warming up quickly
to his new family. He’s 10 lbs., three
years old, black with white trim,
neutered, and microchipped.
He was on a walk when he was
startled by some pedestrians,
jerked out of his harness, and took
off onto Clarence Avenue toward
Lakewood Heights Blvd., running
up every driveway, confused. Simon
eventually went up a driveway,
possibly into a garage or backyard,
and disappeared from sight. He
was last seen on March 9 or 10 on
Cohassett Avenue in Lakewood.
His family has launched an
extensive search. In the short time
they’ve had Simon, the family has
fallen completely in love with him
and just want him back.
If you have any information on
Simon’s whereabouts or you spot
him, please contact Lauren at 440258-6945. There is a substantial
reward being offered. Help bring
Simon home!

•

Lauren Smith is a student at
Cleveland State University, living
in Lakewood and working in
Cleveland Heights.

Volunteers cleaning up the flower beds at the historic Bain Park Cabin.
Last year about 30 volunteers of all
ages came out for the first Freshen Up

Fairview Park day. They collected over 45
bags of trash, recyclables and yard waste

from the city’s parks, cemetery and along
the Lorain Road business corridor. The
Green Team hopes to grow this event
annually and to strengthen the sense of
community in the city.
Supplies will be provided to volunteers
based on donations from the Fairview
Park Service Department, the Cuyahoga
County Solid Waste Management
District and local businesses. One of
this year’s sponsors, Earth Fare, Inc.,
will provide volunteers with beverages
and healthy snacks.
Volunteers are
encouraged to bring their own refillable
beverage containers and gloves.
If you have any questions or would
like to find out how your group can
participate, please contact greenteam@
fairviewpark.org. You can also check
out www.fairviewpark.org for more
information.

•

Angie DeRosa is a member of the
Fairview Park Green Team.

Learn to Compost at Home
By Matthew Hrubey
Zero waste is the designation for 2014
and the Fairview Park Green Team is
working to help its community and
neighbors pursue that goal. Recycling
rates are up in Fairview Park, but other
opportunities exist to further divert solid
waste from landfills. One such tactic:
composting food waste at home.
Composting is nature’s method of
converting food waste into something
usable, namely a valuable, nutrientrich soil supplement. Food scraps are
the single largest source of waste,
despite being largely recyclable. The
environmental benefits of composting
are easily recognized, the least of which is
reducing the amount of material ending
up in landfills.
What are less recognizable are the
benefits of composting to individuals.
Home
composting
produces
fastgrowing, vibrant plants at little cost of
time or equipment. Furthermore, home
composting reduces water consumption
and the need for store bought plant

growth additives. Despite the benefits,
a large majority of Americans do not
compost their food waste. The Green
Team is hoping to change that trend in
Fairview Park.
The Green Team is hosting a seminar
to provide residents with the knowledge
and tools on how to compost at home.
The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste
Management District will conduct
the seminar, which will be held at

•

Matthew Hrubey is an employee of
the City of Fairview Park and serves as
Mayor Eileen Ann Patton’s liaison to
the Green Team.

Annual Hair of the Dog Fundraiser
for Lakewood Shelter
By Megan Baucco
The Citizens Committee for the
Lakewood Animal Shelter is proudly
sponsoring its 10th Annual Hair of the
Dog Happy Hour and Silent Auction on
Thursday, May 1, from 5:30 p.m. – 8:30
p.m. at the Around the Corner Saloon
in Lakewood. Support animal welfare
in your own backyard by enjoying an
evening filled with music, food and local
merchandise!
Dozens of Lakewood and Clevelandarea businesses have donated items and
services for a silent auction, including
tickets to Cleveland sporting events and
live shows, spa certificates, and more!
Tickets for the event are $25 per person,
and local comedian Mark McKenzie

6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, April 9, at the
Gemini Center.
Attendees will be educated on how
to start composting and how to do so
properly. Improper management of
food scraps can cause odors and attract
unwanted
attention
from
insects
and animals, which are important
considerations when living in a
neighborhood. In fact, ensuring your
composting activities are not a nuisance
to neighbors is required by law in
Fairview Park.
If you would like to attend the
composting seminar, register at www.
cuyahogaswd.org.
The
Fairview
Park Green Team is a volunteer
group of residents dedicated to
facilitating sustainability and reducing
environmental impacts in Fairview Park.
Find them online at www.fairviewpark.
org/green-team.

of Last Call Cleveland is returning as
emcee. As always, 100% of the proceeds
will benefit sick and abandoned animals
in Lakewood and will help to fund the
expansion of spay/neuter and foster
programs.
For 30 successful years, the Citizens
Committee has turned the Lakewood
Animal Shelter into more than just a city
pound by helping abandoned dogs, cats
and other animals find safe and loving
“furever” homes.
To purchase tickets or learn more
about CCLAS, please visit www.cclas.
info. For questions about the event or
donating items for the auction, contact
Kira Kittoe-Krivosh at 330-268-9111 or
kirakittoe@yahoo.com.

•

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com
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Fairview Park Chamber Showcases Local Businesses
By Eileen Ann Patton, Mayor of the
City of Fairview Park
The Fairview Park community is
being offered the chance to discover
what its local businesses have to offer,
courtesy of the Fairview Park Chamber
of Commerce. The Chamber’s annual
Business Showcase is taking place
Thursday, April 10, from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m.
at the Gemini Center.
The Business Showcase serves to
connect our local businesses with each
other and with our residents. Free
samples, brochures, and goody bags
are typical as businesses seek to form
mutually beneficial relationships with
their peers and with new customers.
I have had the pleasure of watching the

Business Showcase, now in its fifth year,
grow in size and scale year after year.
The 2014 event will feature more than 70
local businesses, the largest number to
date, and will represent everything from
restaurants to home improvements to
financial services and beyond.
The Business Showcase encourages the
act of shopping locally, which directly
and indirectly benefits the community.
Studies have proven that when you buy
from a locally owned business, rather
than a nationally owned business,
significantly more of your money is
reinvested in the local economy.
The Business Showcase can help you
find a local option for every project or
need you may have. Just last year, my
husband and I discovered an issue with
the roof on our garage about a week
before the Business Showcase. When I
went to the Business Showcase, I met a
fabulous roofer located in our city. We
started talking and before I knew it we

Attendees shop and snack at the Business Showcase in 2013.
were signing contracts and the problem
was fixed.
I commend the Fairview Park Chamber
for their efforts in putting this event
together. It is a wonderful opportunity

for the residents of Fairview Park, and I
encourage all to attend and support our
local businesses. The Business Showcase
is free to the public.

•

It breaks your heart. It is designed to break your heart. The game begins in spring, when
everything else begins again, and it blossoms in the summer, filling the afternoons and
evenings, and then as soon as the chill rains come, it stops and leaves you to face the fall alone.
— A. Bartlett Giamatti, “The Green Fields of the Mind,”
Yale Alumni Magazine, November 1977

Easter

worship services

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com
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The Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™ Returns on May 10
By Marilyn Osborne
On Saturday, May 10, West Park’s annual homecoming celebration features great
food, live music, children’s shows and activities, Irish dancers, pipes and drums, fine
art, and more! The 5th Annual Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™ takes place from noon
to 8 p.m. Lorain Avenue will be closed for the festival between Rocky River Drive and
West 165th Street.
Show up to eat, drink, mingle, and enjoy! Once again, the event is free of charge.
Purchase unique goods and pick up interesting information from the many booths
lining each side of Lorain Avenue. Be sure to buy this year’s special commemorative
long-sleeved T-shirt! The main stage at Rocky River Drive faces east and features a
mix of Celtic music and rock-n-roll. The Pipes and Drums of the Cleveland Police will
help with opening ceremonies, and the Cleveland Firefighters Memorial Pipes and
Drums will perform, too.
The family stage at West 165th Street will entertain the younger crowd with Irish
dancers and musical performances by local schools. Pony rides take place, too. Satisfy
your cravings from the abundant food offerings - gyros, hot dogs, kettle corn, and
more. For more information, visit kammscorners.com.

•

Marilyn Osborne is the Manager of Marketing & Communications for Kamm’s
Corners Development Corporation, the non-profit planning and development
organization serving Ward 17 in Cleveland.

The 5th Annual Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™ includes a family stage at West
165th Street to entertain the younger crowd with Irish dancers and musical
performances by local schools.

Get Ready for Lakewood Hospital
Ambulance Chase
By Emily Speer

Racers at the starting line in 2013

Join friends, family, neighbors and
the West Side community at the 13th
annual Lakewood Hospital Ambulance
Chase on Sunday, May 4, at Lakewood
Park. Proceeds from the race will benefit
Lakewood
Hospital’s
Rehabilitation
Services and patient care programs.
Presented by long-time supporter
Donald Martens & Sons, the Ambulance
Chase is for everyone - from the youngest
to the most serious runner to the
leisurely walker – and includes a 5K Run,
1 Mile Walk, and Children’s Chase. The
registration fee for the 5K Run and 1 Mile
Walk is $20 through April 21 and $25
from April 22 through race day. Teams of
10 or more receive a 10% discount if team

member names and fees are submitted
by April 21. Only pre-registered
participants are guaranteed a race shirt.
Support
generated
from
the
Ambulance
Chase
has
exceeded
$460,000 since its inception. All dollars
raised are invested in programs, services
and equipment that enhance the patient
experience at Lakewood Hospital.
To register for an event or
for
more
information
and
sponsorship
opportunities,
visit
l a k ewo o d h o s p i t a l fo u n d a t i o n . o rg /
ambulancechase or contact Emily Speer
at 216-529-7080 or speere@ccf.org.

•

Emily Speer is an Assistant Director
of the Lakewood Hospital Foundation.

Baseball is an American icon. It is the Statue of Liberty, the bald
eagle, “In God We Trust,” Mount Rushmore, ice cream, apple pie,
hot dogs, and rally monkeys. BASEBALL IS AMERICA.
—Victor Alexander Baltov, Jr., Baseball Is America

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com
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ENTREPRENEURSHIP

Popular Option for Starting
a New Business: Franchising
By Perry Haan
One of the more popular ways for
starting a new business is to buy and
operate a franchise. While most people
are familiar with the big competitors
in this market such as McDonald’s,
franchises are available in a wide range
of businesses.
In addition to restaurants, automobile
dealerships and other more visible
retailers, franchising opportunities exist
in many service industries, including
home repair, business services, and real
estate. The Quick Serve Restaurants
category is the largest in the franchise
industry, while aging Baby Boomers
have created one of the newer and
faster growing categories — healthcare.
Urgent care centers, testing centers,
dental offices and chiropractors are just
a few health-related franchises that have
recently become popular.
Franchises are growing at about the
same rate as the U.S. economy. The
International Franchise Association
Educational Foundation anticipates
the number of franchise establishments
in the U.S. to increase by 1.7% in 2014,
just ahead of the 2013 pace. It also
expects employment in franchised
establishments to increase 2.3% in 2014,
about the same as last year. Overall
franchise sales account for about 3.5% of
the U.S. economy.

How It Works
In concept, a

local

entrepreneur

(franchisee) buys the rights to sell the
franchiser’s (i.e., parent company’s)
product or service in a designated
location or territory. In exchange for
representing the parent company, the
franchiser pays an initial franchise fee
and continues to pay a percentage of
sales and a royalty to the franchiser for
as long as the business operates.
Lori Yeager owns the Sports Clips
franchise in Rocky River, “My husband
and I were hoping to find something that
would not only provide jobs and a service
to the community, but also allow me the
opportunity to run the business mostly
from home so I can still be there for my
kids. When we came across the franchise,
Sport Clips Haircuts, we just knew it was
going to work for us.”
Brand recognition is a big plus for
franchisees. The entrepreneur starting
from scratch has to build that reputation,
but part of what the franchisee buys is
the brand loyalty that has already been
established by the parent firm. Franchises
also provide initial training and on-going
management advice. Although the level
of training and support can vary greatly,
the franchisers have a vested interest in
seeing their franchisees succeed.
“One of the advantages of owning
a franchise is the help that is given to
you on a corporate level concerning
marketing collateral, branding, point

of sale system, networking, webinars,
etc. The years of experience that they
have building their model and brand
give an owner a certain comfort level as
well,” according to John Lescher. He and
his partner Sean Getty own the Jersey
Mike’s Subs franchise in Rocky River.
Before going into the sandwich
business, Lescher and Getty both
worked in the corporate world. “Sean
and I talked through various options, not
only franchise systems but also starting
something from scratch. We decided that
franchising was our best opportunity at
this time. There are still risks associated
with franchising, but we felt it would be
less risky than building something from
the ground up,” Lescher said.
Success rates for franchises vary
greatly between the different companies
selling them. Generally, the better the
franchise’s track record of succeeding,
the higher the front start-up franchise
fee will be.
The Control Issue
Unlike independent business owners,
franchisees are limited in their decisionmaking by the franchise contract.
The franchiser makes decisions about
product lines, services and many other
operating issues.
“Although you own your business,
there is still a degree of answering to the
franchise. While it doesn’t necessarily feel
like you are working for the franchise,

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

Dr. Perry Haan
everybody answers to somebody. Our
creativity is also somewhat stifled as we
need to get approval for many things
related to advertising, promotion or even
new food ideas,” Getty stated.
Yeager agreed, “If corporate wants to
change something, I have to comply even
if it is at my own cost. I don’t like the
significant fees or trying to balance what
I am trying to accomplish with what
corporate is restricting me from doing.”
In the end, franchisees are trading
off some of the risk of starting a new
business. Entrepreneurs have to decide
whether they want to take on the risk
of ownership all by themselves or to buy
into a franchise that helps reduce some
of that risk.
For more information, Dr. Haan can be
contacted at 419-618-2867 or haanpc@
tiffin.edu.

•

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of
Marketing and Entrepreneurship, and
former Dean of the Business School
at Tiffin University. He resides in
Rocky River.
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Girls With Sole LULA
Celebrates Fifth Year
By Liz Ferro
Rocky River-based non-profit Girls
With Sole is providing the tools for girls
who have experienced abuse of any
kind, or who are at-risk, to “Lace Up for
A Lifetime of Achievement” (LULA)!
By offering a curriculum that provides
weekly fitness and wellness programs,
as well as free running shoes, sports bras,
journals and entrance into races, the
organization helps girls to be empowered
and gives them the confidence to believe
in themselves and their abilities.
“It’s a natural source of anger
management and channels their energy
toward something that is positive while
also building confidence and leadership
skills,” says founder and executive
director Liz Ferro, a former foster child
and abuse surviver turned thriver
who has completed 25 marathons and
5 Ironman Distance Triathlons. She
has also published the book “Finish
Line Feeling.”
At 8:00 a.m. on Sunday, June 8, the nonprofit will celebrate it’s fifth year with it’s
annual 5K run and 1 mile walk and the
newly added 5 mile run, at Beachcliff
Market Square, 19300 Detroit Road in
Rocky River.
A Unique Mission
Several
organizations
seek
to
encourage girls to be athletic, such as
the national program Girls on the Run.
However, Girls With Sole is unique in its
emphasis on helping at-risk girls, and
those who have experienced any type of
abuse. “Over 80% of girls who are abused
end up in the juvenile justice system or
hooked on drugs and are runaways,” says
Ferro. “These girls need an outlet and a
way to feel in control of a sometimes out
of control world.”
Studies have shown that girls who
participate in athletics have higher selfesteem, get better grades, and are less
likely to become pregnant or involved
with drugs and alcohol than their nonathletic peers.
Girls With Sole has partnered with
agencies and schools in Cuyahoga,

Lorain and Stark counties and runs
weekly programs with girls ages 9-18
at Bellefaire JCB, Merrick House,
Lorain County Urban League, and the
Youth Corps program at Cleveland’s
Intergenerational School, among many
others. Ferro conducts the program
sessions that include fitness, and also
activities that help the girls envision the
potential they can achieve.
“Girls With Sole is much more than
just about the sports. It does a lot for their
psyche and, for many of these girls, this is
their first exposure to anything athletic,”
says Ron Harris, director of Youth Corps.
Emily, a program participant from the
Lorain County Urban League adds, “I
love how energetic and happy I feel after
workouts. Sometimes, when I’m having
a bad day, I don’t want to come. By the
end of the meeting, however, I’m in a very
good mood.”
These days, Ferro is running hard to
keep up with all the interest in Girls
With Sole. Her goal is for the organization
to become nationwide by the year 2020.
In an effort to raise awareness and funds
to reach her goal, she has created the 50
States for Sole campaign, which will have
her running a 26.2-mile marathon in
every state of America.
Even if you’re not an avid runner,
you can help support Girls With Sole by
donating to 50 States for Sole! Participate
in the mile walk, or come out to cheer
the girls on! The Girls With Sole LULA
5K, 1 mile walk, and 5 Mile run benefits
children right in your own backyard.
Over 70% of registration fees ($23 to
$28) and runner-generated donations go
toward programming.
To register in advance for LULA, visit
peaceracing.com or girlswithsole.org. If
you would like to donate to support these
amazing programs, go to razoo.com/
story/50statesforsole.

•

Liz Ferro has competed in countless
road races and triathlons. She is the
recipient of the 2011 Classic Woman

Go girls, go!

Award from Traditional Home Magazine,
the 2011 American Red Cross of
Greater Cleveland Hero Award, and
the 2012 Longines Women Who Make a
Difference Award from Town & Country
Magazine.
Girls With Sole was chosen Best
New Charity of the Midwest Region by
the CLASSY Awards in 2012 and has
been featured in many publications,
including Ohio Magazine, Runner’s
World Magazine, and Hope for Women
Magazine.

Photo courtesy of kimcranehomes.com

Our Clock Tower’s Flowers
Our clock tower’s flowers
Flower on the hour
Hour after hour
Our tower’s flowers flower:
At one o’clock
The bluebells ring
At two o’clock
The tulips sing
At three o’clock
White daisies chime
At four o’clock
Red roses rhyme
At five o’clock
Blue violets croon
At six o’clock
Petunias swoon
At seven o’clock
Sunflowers set
At eight o’clock
Me-nots, forget
At nine o’clock
Pink peonies prance
At ten o’clock
Snapdragons dance
At eleven o’clock
As asters shine
At twelve o’clock
Nightshades entwine:
Our clock tower’s flowers
Flower on the hour
In blooming, springtime bower
Bouquets of fragrant flowers

—Mark F. Herron

“Let us be grateful to people who make us happy; they are the charming gardeners who make our souls blossom.”
— Marcel Proust
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Rep. Baker’s High School Internships
Bill Signed into Law
By Taylor Ieropoli

I was proud of the work that has been
done with this bill, and I was happy to see

State Representative Nan Baker
(R-Westlake) has announced that
Governor John Kasich signed into
law House Bill 107, which creates a $1
million pilot project to provide grants
to certain businesses for employing high
school students to career exploration
internships.
“As one of the nation’s top job-creators
over the past three years, Ohio is once
again attracting young, talented people
looking for opportunities to start their
careers,” said Baker, the sponsor of
the legislation and chair of the House
Economic Development and Regulatory
Reform Committee. “This bill is an
important step toward helping students
in our state gain first hand experience
in fields that interest them, so that they
may be better prepared to pursue those
interests in a competitive jobs market.

the Governor sign it into law.”
The grants are limited to businesses
that operate primarily in Ohio and would
equal 50% of the wages paid to student
interns with a maximum of $5,000. Prior
to being eligible for a grant, a business
must submit both an application and a
completion report to the Development
Services Agency. Businesses can be
eligible for no more than three grants
a year.
The project would be funded by
money left over in a casino licensing
fund that was earmarked for workforce
development efforts. Grants would be
distributed on a first-come, first-serve
basis.
For more information, please contact
Taylor Ieropoli in Rep. Baker’s office
at 614-466-0961 or Taylor.Ieropoli@
ohiohouse.gov.

•

With the Governor (from left to right), Pauline Van Dyle; Duane Van Dyke,
owner of Van Dyke Architects; State Rep. Nan Baker; Garrett Van Dyke; Andrew
Mangles, President of Westlake Porter Library; John Sobolewski, President of
the West Shore Chamber of Commerce; Athena Fassett, mother of Nan Baker;
and Craig Baker, husband of Nan Baker, President of Cricket Power and Lawn
Equipment.

Report of the Westshore Council of
Governments Meeting of March 26
Excerpted by Conda Boyd,
Bay Village Chapter, LWVCuyahoga Area
This month’s WCOG meeting covered
a wide range of important topics.
For the full LWV observer report by
Susan Murnane (Bay Village chapter),
Sue Fink (Bay Village chapter),
and Nikki Salupo (Fairview Park
chapter),
see
therockportobserver.
com or lwvcuyahogaarea.org. Only the
highlights are given here.
WCOG’s 2014 budget was approved.
Cash reserves will be used to fund dues
allocations in excess of the 2013 amounts.

Mayor Summers presented a letter he
sent to Ohio EPA questioning the U.S.
Corps of Engineers proposal to dump
soil dredged from the Cuyahoga River
shipping channel directly into Lake Erie.
Mayor Summers expressed concern that
the dredged soil could adversely impact
drinking water.
NOACA has $44 million in sustainable
community funds for infrastructure
repairs throughout Lake, Geauga,
Medina, Lorain and Cuyahoga Counties.
Current estimated need is $20 billion.
Three new services were discussed.
Cuyahoga County has started Ready
Notify, an automated notification

Democratic Candidate’s Night
By Jane Reilly

system similar to Nixle that is free to
every community. Senior Transportation
Connection, a non-profit transportation
service for senior citizens, wants
to expand on the West Side. Simple
Recycling, a for-profit company, recycles
clothing, toys, and household goods,
reducing landfill and returning a rebate
to cities.
The mayors compared notes on salt
contracts for the 2014-15 winter. They
will take a wait-and-see approach to
regional dispatch and 911 consolidation.
Noise from the Cleveland Clinic Avon
facility’s Lifeflight helicopters was
discussed. Discussion of Westshore

Central Dispatch chain-of-command
concerns was deferred.
County
Councilman
Greenspan
gave an update on a fund to demolish
abandoned homes. He also discussed
municipal vs. county responsibility for
county road repairs.
The
Westshore
Council
of
Governments was founded in 1971
“to
foster
cooperation
between
municipalities
in
all
areas
of
municipal service.” All meetings are
open to the public. The next meeting
will be May 14, 9:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.,
in the Fairview Park Gemini Center’s
Birch Room.

•

When Political Parties
Become a Bore
By Cynthea Sabolich

A Democratic Candidate’s Night will be held April 3, 7 p.m., at 20777 Lorain Road,
in Fairview Park City Hall’s Dunson Room. This informative evening is sponsored
by West Shore Democrats, a coalition of the following groups: Bay Village, Fairview
Park, Lakewood, North Olmsted, Rocky River, Westlake, Westside and Stonewall
Democratic Clubs.
The event will feature invited candidates running for Cuyahoga County
Executive - Armond Budish, Bob Reid and Shirley Smith, along with candidates
for various judicial races, and a Democratic write-in candidate for the Cuyahoga
County Council from District 1, Mark Szabo. In addition, speakers from both sides
of Sin Tax Issue 7 have been invited.
For more information, visit www.fairviewparkdems.org, or email fairviewdems@
gmail.com.

•

Jane Reilly is a retired national public affairs field manager.

Next week, the absentee ballots will be going out for the May Primaries. Every two
years, members of each of the political parties get to vote in the top-tier leadership of
their parties. There are 33 Districts and each District gets one man and one woman.
This is Ohio rule for both the Democratic and the Republican Parties.
But do the citizen voters really have a choice? In 2010, the current leaders of the
Ohio Republican Party decided to endorse themselves, and then voted to spend
whatever was needed of donated party money to keep their seats. As many as five
different full-color oversized postcards and a half dozen robo calls went out to protect
one person. Printing and postage alone was over $50,000.
The Ohio Republican Party got a shake up last time, replacing Kevin Dewine for his
poor judgment and wasting of party funds. But those same old people have gone and
done it again, voting to keep their seats with other peoples’ money. If you see a card for
a State Central Committee, and it says Paid for by the Ohio Republican Party, vote for
the other name on your absentee or election day ballot.
Cynthea Sabolich is the Ohio Republican Party District 24 challenger.

•

angieslist.com/review/62193

Cynthea Sabolich is a retired nurse, wife, mother, and grandmother.

440-899-0242
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GOODNESS
You can only make others better
by being good yourself
— Hugh R. Hawies
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WHO KNEW?
West Shore Career-Tech’s Student Awards
By Lynn Donaldson
West Shore Career-Technical District
Outstanding Student Award recipients
were honored by the Rotary Club
of Lakewood and Rocky River at its
noon luncheon on March 10 at the Don
Umerley Civic Center.
The 15 students, top performers in
their Career-Technical programs, were
chosen for exemplary accomplishments
in the classroom, school activities, clubs,
athletics and service in the community.
Each student exemplifies traits of
leadership, dedication, responsibility,
caring, community involvement, and
initiative.
“These West Shore students have
achieved top results in the classroom
and
workplace,”
remarked
Linda
Thayer, West Shore Career-Technical
District educational coordinator. “They
have already started on their career
path earning college credit, industry
credentials, and workplace experience

through their West Shore experience.
This sets them apart from their peers as
they head out into the post-secondary
and workplace world.”
According to Rotarian Nancy Ralls,
West Shore Career-Technical District

career development coordinator, this
is the seventeenth year the club has
honored the Outstanding Student
Award winners. Each student will
receive a gift card and a plaque to honor
their achievements at West Shore’s

West Shore Career-Technical District Outstanding Student Award recipients.

annual Career Passport and Student
Recognition Assembly on May 20.
Each award recipient is automatically
nominated to receive the student of the
year award, which will be announced at
the assembly.
The 2013-14 Outstanding Student
Award recipients are: Zachary Kulina,
automotive
technology;
Neelab
Abdullah,
biotechnology;
Dobrica
Sucevic, business management; Miles
Scavone, community-based training at
Bonne Bell; Billal Yassen, communitybased training at Rae Ann; Emmett
O’Donnell, construction trades; Sahana
Petras, culinary arts; Jessica Graber,
early childhood education; Kyle Kasper,
electronic technology; Molli Thach,
health careers technology; Alexander
Sierputowski, interactive media; Angel
Dickson, medical office management;
Matthew
Kerrigan,
networking/
Cisco; Steven Cross, Project Lead
the Way; and Sherine Doleh, service
occupations training.

•

AYF Thanks Sunrise Rotary
By Larry Faulhaber
Several members of the American
Youth Foundation at Lakewood High
School attended a meeting of the
Lakewood Rocky River Sunrise Rotary
Club to thank its members for providing
scholarships for the Camp Miniwanca
Leadership Camp in Michigan each
summer. The Foundation and the
Camp inspire boys and girls ages 5-18
to discover and develop their personal
best, to seek balance in mental, physical,
social and spiritual living and to make a
positive difference in their communities
and in the world.
The camp’s mission is to take
participants beyond the traditional
camp experience by challenging them
to unlock their highest potential and
to realize their unique gifts, which can
positively affect the world around them.
At the meeting, three past participants

related what they described as “life
changing” experiences at the camp that
will help them to be leaders at school
and in the community. There will be 20
students from Lakewood High School
going to the camp this summer, 12 of
which will be going for the first time.
Funding
for
Leadership
Camp
scholarships is provided by the annual
Sunrise at Sunset Fund Raising Auction
which will be held Friday, May 2, from 6
p.m. to 9 p.m.,in the Umerley Hall of the
Rocky River Civic Center. The auction
will include silent and live auction
items, including trips, sports and theatre
tickets, dinner outings, and more.
Tickets for the auction and dinner are
$30 per person. Send your check to L/
RR Sunrise Rotary, P.O. Box 16684, Rocky
River 44116. For more information,
contact Todd Kiick at wtkiick@cox.net,
717-870-3808, or Dave Clements at Dave@
vision21consulting.com, 216-333-8055.

•

AYF students at Sunrise Meeting
Larry Faulhaber is the Public Relations Committee Chair for the Rotary Club of
Lakewood Rocky River Sunrise.
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WHO KNEW?
Welcome to Zero Period
An Eighth Grade Math Program
By Gay Eyerman
It’s Monday at 7:00 a.m. and about
50 eighth grade boys and girls from
Cleveland Catholic diocese schools
gather in two Saint Ignatius classrooms
for Honors Algebra 1. They’re committed
to learning – and being competitive in
mathematics. Parents are committed
too, as they adjust schedules to bring
their child to this free program offered
since 2010.
It’s the Eighth Grade Algebra Program
(EGAP) and the brainchild of Rev.
William J. Murphy, S.J., President of
Saint Ignatius High School. “We saw a
clear need for eighth graders to be able
to take Algebra 1,” he explains. “But not
all Catholic elementary schools could
do that, so we developed a way to fill
the gap.” Fr. Murphy is proud of this
partnership to support educational
excellence at diocesan schools. Now in its
fourth year, about 180 students from 24
Catholic grade schools have attended the
classes that meet for the full school year.
Dave Sabol is Math Department
Chair and explains that the SIHS math
curriculum is typically set up for

freshmen to begin with Algebra 1. EGAP
provides an option for advanced students
to go directly into Honors Geometry as
freshmen if they attend SIHS. But the
program is not seen as a recruiting tool,
since all students in the program, both
boys and girls, can potentially receive
credit at other high schools. “We’re really
interested in Catholic grade schools in
Cleveland continuing to thrive,” says
Sabol. “We can help by working with
their advanced students.”
Michael Zelko, a junior at Saint
Ignatius, attended EGAP while at St.
Mary Byzantine in Parma. He currently
takes calculus and plans on taking
multivariable calculus as a senior. “My
elementary school had an advanced
group of four or five students, but we
were self-taught and could only do so
much,” Zelko recalls. “Saint Ignatius
actually made a class just for us, with
teachers getting there early.” He admits
it was hard adjusting to the 7 a.m. class
but he got used to it. “Our class was
notorious for not asking questions, so Mr.
Barker had to shake things up. We had a
lot of fun in that class!”
Jon Barker is one of four teachers

Jon Barker is an EGAP Algebra I teacher at Saint Ignatius High School.
switching off each semester. “The
program is targeted to any student with
pre-algebra skills and ready to jump into
algebra,” Barker explains. “It’s important
to help kids who are struggling, but
equally important to help those who are
ready to move ahead. If they’re ready to
fly, why hold them back?” Barker makes
learning hands-on and active “to wake
them up” though he says it’s already a
motivated group.
Brian Messina, Saint Ignatius class
of 2016, attended EGAP while at St.
Angela Merici grade school. “It allowed

Westshore Young Leaders Rally
By Noreen M. Kyle
While many high school students
continue to engage in unhealthy, highrisk behaviors, the fact remains that
a majority of youth are choosing not
to use. Over 100 high school students
representing Bay Village, Rocky River,
Fairview Park, Lakewood and Westlake
braved the cold to attend the 4th Annual
Westshore Young Leaders High School

Lock In in late February at the Westlake
Recreation Center.
The lock-in is the Westshore Young
Leaders high school signature event.
Westlake’s SADD students took the reins
to orchestrate a fun-filled evening. The
group brought students from Brecksville/
Broadview Heights High School to
perform the play “The pHarming Effects”.
The presentation addressed the misuse/
abuse of prescription drugs and how it

is affecting youth today. Each lock-in
participant received training materials,
so that they will be able to conduct
presentations on drug misuse/abuse in
their districts.
The students enjoyed free time in the
pool, on the courts, watching movies,
playing board games and singing karaoke
until the early morning hours. A sweet
donut snack at 1 a.m. kept everyone
revved up for the basketball free
throw relay!
Join us on Wednesday, April 30, in
downtown Cleveland near city hall for
the statewide “We are the Majority”
Rally. Many of our students participate
in representing Cuyahoga County. They
will be marching to demonstrate why
they choose not to use.
For information about the Westshore
Young Leaders Network, please contact
Noreen Kyle, School Prevention Specialist
at 440-250-9916.

•

Westshore Young Leaders enjoying being locked-in at the Westlake
Recreation Center.

“When April scatters charms of primrose gold
Among the copper leaves in thickets old,
And singing skylarks from the meadows rise,
To twinkle like black stars in sunny skies;

Noreen Kyle is an employee of the
Westshore Enforcement Bureau, drug
task force. She is the School Prevention
Specialist for the Westshore Young
Leaders Program. The WYLN program
encompasses the six westshore school
districts.

When I can hear the small woodpecker ring
Time on a tree for all the birds that sing;
And hear the pleasant cuckoo, loud and long —
The simple bird that thinks two notes a song.”

— William Henry Davies, April’s Charms
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me to take an elevated class and progress
into higher math in high school,” says
Messina. “My friends were impressed I
was willing to make the commitment. I
could help other kids when I went back
to my school.”
For more information on EGAP, visit
www.ignatius.edu/egap.

•

Gay Eyerman is a freelance writer.
For more information on this story,
contact Lisa Metro, the Director of
Communications at Saint Ignatius
High School.

Heroin The Accidental
Killer
By Anne Osborne
Heroin can be deadly, even if all
you are looking for is one more
“high”. Parents might think, “My kids
would never do that”, and hopefully,
they are right. But what about your
kids’ friends and classmates and
teammates? I bet if you ask your
teenage kids, maybe even your
preteen kids, if they know of anyone
at school who is using drugs, they
will admit that they do. Pretty scary,
isn’t it?
The Addiction Ministry team at
West Shore Unitarian Church in
Rocky River is presenting a program
about heroin addiction on Friday,
May 2, at 7:00 pm. The panel will
include Judge Michael Astrab, a
Cuyahoga County Common Pleas
judge who handles felony drug cases
for the county; a medical doctor; the
parent of a teen; and teenagers who
are in recovery from heroin addiction.
The church is located at 20401
Hilliard Blvd., and the program is
free and open to the public. All are
welcome, and we especially welcome
middle school students and their
parents.

•

Anne Osborne is a member of
the Addiction Ministry team at
West Shore Unitarian Universalist
Church in Rocky River.
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LIBRARIES

What’s All the HOOPLA About?
By Kitty Sommers
Rocky River Public Library is excited
to announce the availability of thousands
of movies, television shows, music albums
and audiobooks for mobile and online
access through a new partnership with
hoopla digital. All you need is a valid
RRPL Library card!
RRPL card holders can download
the free hoopla digital mobile app on
their Android or IOS device or visit
hoopladigital.com to begin enjoying
thousands of titles – from major
Hollywood studios, record companies
and publishers – available to borrow
for instant streaming or temporary
downloading to their smartphones,
tablets and computers. The app is
designed for patrons of all ages and skill

levels and is as easy to navigate as the
library shelves. More titles are added
every week.
There’s also no waiting to borrow
popular movies, TV shows, albums
or audiobooks. And hoopla digital’s
automatic return feature eliminates
late fees.

Come see what all the hoopla’s about:
• Once you borrow a title on one device
it is automatically available via all
devices with the hoopla digital app
and via your PC web browsers.
• When using hoopla you will be able
to begin streaming the content
immediately. You can also download
content to view at a later date.

• You will be allowed to borrow seven
items each month.
– Movies and television lend for 3 days
–Music lends for 7 days
– Audiobooks lend for 21 days
– You are able to view/listen to
borrowed content as often as you
want during the checkout period
and you can return any borrowed
title whenever you want.
Unlike other streaming audio and
video services, patrons do not pay a
subscription fee, making hoopla the
first app of its kind for public libraries.
To learn more about hoopla, go to the
library’s website at www.rrpl.org. For
assistance, just call 440-333-7610.

•

Kitty Sommers is the Director of
Marketing at Rocky River Public Library.

FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
Adult Department Programs
April 3 at 7 p.m. Join us for Beekeeping
101. Gaughan Bee Dancin’ will talk
about bees, their importance to our
food supply, and also a little bit about
beekeeping
as
an
entrepreneur.
Registration required.
April 2 and April 9 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. The five-week series,
Communities
in
Conversation,
on interfaith study and diverse
religious and ideological viewpoints
continues. The discussion is facilitated
by a Communities in Conversation
leader. Please pick up a study guide
at the library circulation desk.
Registration required.
April 7 from 2 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. On
average, people change careers 7-12
times throughout their lifetime and

need to identify important transferable
skills. Developing a Career Action
Plan is aimed at those people making
a career change. A Career Counselor
from Cuyahoga County Public Library
will discuss the beginning steps of
making such a change - identifying
career interests, setting goals and
making career planning decisions.
Registration required.
April 8 at 7 p.m. Women in History—
Annie Sullivan. Anne McEvoy of
Women in History will re-enact the
life of Annie Sullivan, Helen Keller’s
teacher. A Q&A session will follow the
presentation. Sponsored by the Friends
of the Fairview Park Branch Library.
Registration required.
April 16 at 7 p.m. Blue Spruce Cats
(Bruce Erwin and Tom Olson) will
perform a music concert and entertain

with fiddle, swing, classical and ragtime
tunes. Sponsored by the Friends of the
Fairview Park Branch Library.
April 24 at 7 p.m. Hidden Heritage:
German Immigrants of the 19th
Century. Author Claire Gebben will
share the insights that she uncovered
while researching her novel “The Last
of the Blacksmiths” about the buried
legacy of the 19th century German
immigrant experience. How did German
Americans influence culture, politics,
education, economics and family life?
In the mid-19th century, millions of
German immigrants came to the United
States in search of better lives. In 1855,
German immigrants made up one-third
of the population in Cleveland. Nearly
one-quarter of Americans claim some
German ancestry. Registration required.

Adult Department Staff-Led Book
Discussions
April 9 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The
Book Beat Book Group will discuss
“The Aviator’s Wife” by Melanie
Benjamin. Books can be picked up at
the circulation desk.
April 16 from 7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. The
Coterie Book Group will continue
its Year of Mystery and discuss “The
Cutting Season” by Alicia Locke.
Books can be picked up at the
circulation desk.
For additional information or to
register for an event, call the Fairview
Park Branch Library of Cuyahoga
County Public Library at 440-3334700 or visit www.cuyahogalibrary.org.

“The sun was warm but the wind was chill.
You know how it is with an April day.
When the sun is out and the wind is still,
You’re one month on in the middle of May.
But if you so much as dare to speak,
a cloud come over the sunlit arch,
And wind comes off a frozen peak,
And you’re two months back in the middle of March.”

TheRockportObserver.com (Oneword) | Become a member.

— Robert Frost, Two Tramps in Mud Time, 1926
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THE GOOD LIFE

The Etiquette Corner

Is It Okay to Point Out
a Social Faux Pas?
By Colleen Harding
Recently, I had a familiar conversation with a new friend. Whenever I tell people I am
a Protocol Consultant, it seems to immediately spark a pet peeve. The next sentence is
always, “you know what drives me crazy? When people…” It can be anything: people
who don’t RSVP and then show up; kids left to run wild in restaurants; people who
don’t send thank yous; texting at the dinner table. The list goes on and on.
We all have things that drive us crazy. Most of the time, I think, people are oblivious
to the fact that their actions - or lack of action - are being received negatively and
acutely. I believe the average person does not purposely set out to be rude or to make
others uncomfortable.
Should you say something? Is it okay to tell someone that they are making you feel
uncomfortable or unappreciated?
I believe there is a way to approach the subject in a delicate manner, without
hurting anyone’s feelings. Humor is always a good way to drop a hint without
offending someone if you can pull it off - note the key words “if you can pull it off”. For
example, in the case of a child, I think taping the thank you note to a gift sends a clear
yet gentle message.
However, in the protocol world, the answer is no. It is never acceptable to point out
someone’s flaws. You do not have any right to address someone on issues of rudeness.
This would make you just as rude as the person making the social faux pas. It is never
acceptable to be confrontational toward another person.
As difficult as it may be to hold your tongue, if you are going to follow what is
considered appropriate behavior, you must keep your ill thoughts to yourself. This is
not a fun message to deliver but sometimes we need to bite the bullet, show discipline,
and keep our critical comments to ourselves.
Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding”.

Colleen Harding
“Training Future Leaders”

A Spring Favorite:
Asparagus
By Alyssa Wiegand
One of the culinary highlights of
spring is the arrival of asparagus.
While you can find it year-round,
asparagus is most tender and
flavorful in April.
This recipe showcases asparagus
by roasting it with olive oil to intensify its flavor. Breadcrumbs toasted with olive
oil, herbs and Parmesan add salty texture. And a drizzle of balsamic ties the dish
together. It’s a perfect dish to accompany roasted meats, and it would make a
fantastic Easter side.
Roasted Asparagus with Parmesan Breadcrumbs
Serves 4 as a side dish
1 bunch asparagus, washed and ends trimmed
2 tablespoons extra virgin olive oil (fans of The Olive Scene should try Tuscan
Herb or Gremolata olive oil)
1/2 c panko breadcrumbs
4 tablespoons freshly grated Parmesan cheese
1 teaspoon dried Italian seasoning (omit if using a flavored olive oil)
2 teaspoons high-quality balsamic vinegar
Salt and pepper to taste
Preparation
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees Fahrenheit.
Toss the asparagus in 1 tablespoon of the olive oil and season with salt and pepper.
Roast for 8-10 minutes, tossing the asparagus in the pan halfway through cooking.
It’s done when a fork can pierce the asparagus with slight resistance, but be sure to
pull the pan from the oven before it gets overcooked.
Meanwhile, heat the remaining oil in a medium-sized frying pan on the stove
over medium heat. When the oil is hot, add the breadcrumbs and toss to evenly
distribute the oil through the breadcrumbs. Toast in the pan, stirring often, until
the breadcrumbs are golden brown, about 4 minutes. Remove the pan from the
heat. Stir in the Parmesan, Italian seasoning, a few cracks of freshly ground pepper
and a pinch of salt. Taste and adjust seasoning as needed.
When the asparagus is done, transfer the stalks to a plate. Drizzle the balsamic
over the asparagus. Top with breadcrumbs.
This recipe is brought to you by The Olive Scene in Rocky River. We carry the
freshest, healthiest and most delicious olive oil available from all over the world.
We also have a wide selection of flavored and traditional balsamic vinegars, as
well as gourmet food products to help you create amazing meals at home. Stop
in or visit the store www.theolivescene.com.

(216)970-5889
clevelandschoolofetiquette.com

“Spring would not be spring without
bird songs.”
— Francis M. Chapman

Our
Social
Network?

It keeps Us Connected with the People,
Issues and Events that Matter to Us
Friends of the Rockport Observer

www.therockportobserver.com
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ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
April 3 from 3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m.
Check in for Teen Tech Thursday
for hands-on technology fun! From
iPads, tablets and e-readers to Lego®
Mindstorm and Minecrafters, the
Library has plenty of technology to
explore. Grades 7 and up.
April 3 at 7 p.m. Get ready for the
growing season—be here for LowMaintenance Gardening when master
gardeners explain how to create a
beautiful yard without too much fuss.
Come with lots of questions and receive
plenty of good, practical advice.
April 8 and 29 from 6 p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
Play Dungeons & Dragons. Locations
vary, so call for details. Join us for this
classic fantasy role playing game with
other teens. Learn how to create a
character and embark on fantastic
adventures. There is plenty of room for
extra Dungeon Masters too! Grades 7
and up. Registration required.
April 10 at 7 p.m. TUNE IN
THURSDAY features the Northcoast
Jazz Collective. This popular quartet
plays straight-up modern jazz — your
favorite jazz standards as well as its
own modern jazz compositions. Voted
Best Jazz group by readers of The Free
Times and Scene Magazine. Don’t
miss it!
April 12 at 3 p.m. Join us for Family
Flicks, a great way for the whole family
to enjoy a fun movie and a snack. Films
have a G-rating, and a caregiver must
be present.
April 13-19 Celebrate National
Library Week by stopping in to enter
a contest to win prize bags, filled with
goodies of all kinds.
April 14 at 6:30 p.m. Our Indie
International Film Fest continues
with “Tanta Agua”. This 2013 comedy
from Uruguay focuses on a family
vacation that gets rained out, while a

divorced father tries to reconnect with
his son and daughter. You are invited
to stay for a brief discussion afterward.
Enjoy
fresh,
hot
popcorn
while
celebrating the world of cinema.
April 16 from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Discover resources to assist in planning
your travel and guide you on your
adventure.
European Travel and
Technology will help you plan your
next trip.
April 16 from 3:45 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Join
our brand new High School Book Club.
We’ll enjoy snacks and lively discussion.
Stop by the reference desk to register
and pick up a copy of the current book.
Registration required.
April 16 at 6:30 p.m. Chat away at Sip,
Snack, and Craft! chat while working on
that darn craft project that never seems
to get finished! Bring your materials -and
a friend for motivation, or stop in and
feel free to experiment with unexpected
materials to see what you can create!
Share your knowledge and share the fun.
April 19 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. Be a part
of the Guild of the Brick for ages 5 and
older. We provide the Legos®, you bring
the imagination.
April 23 from 2 p.m. to 4:15 p.m. Join
us for Teen Screen. Kick back and relax
with hot popcorn and the classic film
“Star Wars: Episode IV-A New Hope”.
Grades 7 and up.
April 24 at 7 p.m. Rocky River Public
Library On Stage In River performing
arts series presents the “Inlet Dance
Theatre” at Rocky River High School
Auditorium,
20951
Detroit
Road.
Experience the excitement of live
performance when this contemporary
dance company bursts on the stage with
its distinctive choreography.
This innovative dance company is at
once powerful, athletic and theatrical

Inlet Dance Theatre performs on
April 24 at 7 p.m. at Rocky River High
School as part of RRPL’s On Stage in
River performing arts series.
in presenting themes that are uplifting
and engaging, and through movement,
speak creatively about human life issues.
Our amazing concert includes beloved
repertoire: “Ascension,” “Memoriate” and
more.

May 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
The 24th Annual Cowan Pottery
Symposium
sponsored
by
the
Library and its Cowan Pottery
Museum, as well as the Cowan Pottery
Museum Associates, will take place
at the Library. The Symposium is
an ideal opportunity for those who
are interested in Cowan Pottery,
local history, antiques, collecting,
and the arts in general to network
with like-minded people. The day
includes speakers, meals, scholarship
presentation, and a raffle. The cost for
the Symposium is $22. In addition, an
evening dinner at Burntwood Tavern
in Rocky River is $36. The registration
deadline is April 25.

Join us for an unforgettable performance
you, your family and friends will enjoy
and treasure. Free admission. Limited
seating—come early. This series is
sponsored in part by the residents of
Cuyahoga County through a public
grant from Cuyahoga Arts & Culture.
April 23 from 1 p.m. to 3 p.m. Learn
about Improving Interviewing Skills
from a presentation by the Career
Transition Center. Preparation is the
essential ingredient for a successful job
interview. It starts with research to be sure
the job is right for you, learning as much
as possible about the company and the
job, and then preparing to answer difficult
and probing questions. Learn how to
discover what the employer needs so your
answers will differentiate you from other
candidates. For additional information,
call the Center at 216-367-3011.
April 30 from 3:15 p.m. to 5 p.m. Drop
in for Get in the Game! for students in
grades 3-6. Meet up after school to hang
out with your friends, play games and
munch on snacks. Different games are
featured each month, including Wii Just
Dance, PlayStation Rock Band, party
games and board games.

Cowan Pottery will be the focus of the
annual Cowan Pottery Symposium on
May 3 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
at RRPL.
May 4 at 1 p.m. The Cowan Pottery
Museum Associates and Belhorn
Auctions will sponsor a live auction
of American Art Pottery (highlighting
Cowan Pottery) at the Rocky River
Civic Center. This auction also offers
Internet bidding. For more details,
check www.rrpl.org/cowan, or contact
Curator Lauren Hansgen at 895-3763
or l.hansgen@rrpl.org .
*The Library will be closed Easter
Sunday, April 20.
For additional information, call the
Rocky River Public Library at 440333-7610 or visit www.rrpl.org.

Mitchell Sotka

A Way of Living
Fine Furnishings and Antiques

Interior Design Services
19071 Old Detroit Road, Rocky River
440-333-1735
www.mitchellsotka.com
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