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By Liz Harmath

Everything ages, some things 
better than others. Eventually the 
time comes when we need to restore 
the fading jewels surrounding 
us and preserve them for future 
generations. Lauren Miller decided 
that now was the time to bring old 
school elegance back to a Rocky 
River corner.

The stone wing walls at the 
intersection of Detroit Road and 
Erie Road were built between 1909 
and 1919. Years of vehicle exhaust 
had blackened the sandstone, while 
ivy broke down the mortar.

Lauren brought the project to 
the Rocky River Beautification 
Committee and had its full support. 
When an anonymous donor offered 

a challenge grant to double match 
donations, the project really took 
off. Rocky River residents, especially 
those in the adjacent Beach Cliff II 
area, responded generously.

After an arduous search, Emilio 
Dibra and United Masonry were 
chosen to undertake the cleaning 
and tuck pointing in July. The 
cleaning was done with an eye 
toward the environment, using a 
non-acidic cleaner that was 99.4% 
biodegradable. Visually, the goal 
was to bring out the sandstone’s 
inherent beauty and preserve 100 
years of character. In addition, 
much attention was paid to the 
mortar selection so that it blended 
naturally with the sandstone. The 
result was nothing short of amazing.

 

Project donors, Mayor Bobst, and Beautification Committee members celebrated the 
restored stone wing walls in October.
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A Neighborhood Cornerstone 
Comes Back to Life 

Cornerstone page 2

RRPC Hosts Alternative 
Christmas Charity Bazaar  
By Anne Busher

Rocky River Presbyterian Church 
welcomes over 17 charities on 
November 22 at 11:30 a.m. for the 
7th Annual Alternative Christmas 
Charity Bazaar. Donations can 
be made to one or all of the non-
profit missions and can be given as 
“Christmas presents” in honor of 
family and friends. 

How does it work? At the bazaar, 
visit booths where representatives 
from each charity will be present 
to explain the charity’s mission and 
services. Select each charity that 
you will make your cash (or check) 
donation to and receive a custom-
designed greeting postcard with a 
description of the gift’s ministry.  
Donate to one charity or to all 17.  
The cards can then be given to your 
family or friends to announce the 
charitable gift given in their honor!  
The charities receive 100% of all 
donations that go directly to the 

charity and your gifts will be tax 
deductible.

This year you can select from 
14 missions and three Fair Trade 
Businesses, including Malachi 
House, Cuyahoga County Habitat 
for Humanity, Cuyahoga County 
Animal Shelter, The Gathering 
Place, Laura’s House, Living 
Water for the World, Lakewood 
Community Meals, Fisher House, 
Shriners Children’s Hospital, 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, 
North Coast Health, Puppies Behind 
Bars, Egyptian Synod of the Nile 
Mission, Doughbe River School, 
Beadforlife, Fair Trade of Hudson, 
and SOS Children’s Villages, USA.                   

Please join us for this exciting 
bazaar—you can be “God’s hands 
and heart” as you honor loved ones 
in meaningful ways. Mark your 
calendar! •

Anne Anderson Busher is a resident 
of Rocky River and a member of Rocky 
River Presbyterian Church.

A different kind of Christmas shopping.

FP Boy Scouts Earn Merit Badges
By Veda Sairs

The Cleveland Plumbing Industry, 
Cleveland’s premier resource 
for experienced plumbing and 
mechanical contractors, recently 
hosted the Fairview Park Boy Scouts 
Troop #421 at its training facility 
in Brooklyn Heights. On a Saturday 
in October, the boys worked hands-
on with experienced contractors in 
order to earn their Plumbing Merit 
Badges.

CPI’s program provides an 
opportunity for Boy Scouts to learn 
about the importance of plumbing in 
protecting the health of individuals 
and the country. CPI’s training is 
based on the “Plumbing Merit Badge 
Book” by the Boy Scouts of America. • Scouts from Troop #421 rejoice on 

earning their Plumbing Merit Badges. 
Congratulations!

Author Paula 
McLain at RRPL
Meet Author Paula McLain 
on November 12 at 7 p.m. This 
bestselling New York Times 
author of “The Paris Wife” returns 
to our library to discuss her new 
novel, “Circling the Sun.” Once 
again she proves her gift for 
bringing characters to life—this 
time, with aviator Beryl Markham 
caught up in a love triangle with 
Denys Finch Hatton and Karen 
Blixen. Q&A followed by book 
signing.
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Cornerstone from page 1

A Note from the Editor

We are always looking to showcase the talents and achievements 
of the young people of our area.

Kimberly Gross of Lutheran West High School took us up on our offer 
- and very cleverly. Using extra credit as an incentive, she challenged 
the juniors in her English classes to submit stories and poems to our 
paper. Seventeen students participated. While space limitations prevent 
publication of all the wonderful work received, you will find some of the 
work submitted on pages 12 and 13.

Mary Ellen Scott, a science teacher at St. Joseph Academy and a Rocky 
River resident, reports on the amazing science project undertaken by 
her students. The project has been entered in the Lexus Eco Challenge, 
sponsored by Scholastic, Inc. You will find this article on page 11.

We hope you enjoy reading these articles and take pride in these very 
special students and teachers. 

Carolyn Hildebrandt
Editor

The next step was complementing the walls with understated landscaping. 
Gorski Landscaping had cleaned and prepped the beds pre-restoration. 
Once all the trampling feet and scaffolding were removed – and our hot, 
hot August and September weather moved on – they installed bushes to 
complement the trees and to provide a foundation for perennial installations 
next spring.

With the work completed, it was time to celebrate. Project donors, Mayor 
Bobst, and Beautification Committee members came together in October 
to celebrate the restoration. Lauren and her subcommittee team members 
Michael Marsilio and Nancy Sharbaugh were congratulated on a successful 
project; their vision and commitment were evident throughout the process.

But the true celebration was about the donors, residents that wanted 
to make an impact and improve a corner that they pass each day. The 
Beautification Committee was proud to take on the project, and so thankful 
for the community support. That material support provided necessary 
funding, but more importantly it supplied extra motivation, knowing that 
the restoration was valuable to residents.

In addition to individual donors and the challenge grant donor, sales from 
Light Up River funded this project. The Beautification Committee will be 
selling luminarias again this holiday season, with hopes of lighting up as 
many Rocky River streets as possible. New members are always welcome! If 
you are interested in learning more about the Beautification Committee, go 
to www.rrcity.com/beautification-committee/. •

Liz Harmath is the Chair of the Rocky River Beautification Committee.

Dirty vs. Clean!

Meals on Wheels Needs Your Help
Rocky River Meals on Wheels is 

looking for kitchen help and substitute 
drivers to deliver meals to Rocky River 
residents.

Kitchen help is needed one day a 
week from 8:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.

Drivers are needed one day a week 
from 11:00 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Meals on Wheels is a community 
service designed to prepare and deliver 
meals to those who find it difficult to purchase or prepare food. It has been 
serving the community since 1976. Meals on Wheels is a 501C3 organization, 
relying on private donations, with no government subsidies. 

Take some time to help your neighbors. Please call 440-333-6298 or email 
Rjburns5@hotmail.com. •
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HEALTH

Dr. Bryan Ruocco

Wellness Doc 

Why Don’t I Sleep Well?
By Bryan Ruocco

If you have trouble sleeping, you 
are not alone. Approximately 70 
million people in the United States 
are affected by a sleep problem, 
with about 40 million classified as 
chronic suffers and the other 30 
million affected by intermittent 
sleep-related problems. However, 
an overwhelming majority of sleep 
disorders remain undiagnosed and 
untreated, according to the National 
Commission on Sleep Disorders 
Research. 

The average adult requires about 8 
to 8.5 hours of sleep a night. If you are 
not getting enough rest or quality 
rest, your health may be in serious 
jeopardy. Sleep trouble has become 
such a common thing in our society 
that we think its normal - far from 
it. In fact, there are many reasons 
why one may have sleep trouble, 
including trouble falling asleep, 
trouble staying asleep, having to use 
the bathroom in the middle of the 
night, cramps and restless legs, and 
sleep apnea, just to name a few. 

There are over 84 classifications of 
sleep disorders. Moreover, statistics 

show that sleep trouble is increasing 
at alarming rates and affecting many 
children as well. Sleep deprivation 
and sleep disorders are estimated 
to cost Americans over $100 billion 
annually in lost productivity, 
medical expenses, sick leave, and 
property and environmental 
damage, according to the National 
Sleep Foundation. That’s a lot of 
money!  

Sleep apnea, a breathing disorder 
characterized by brief interruptions 
of breathing during sleep, affects as 
many as 18 million people, according 
to National Institute of Health. In 
addition, 12 million Americans have 
restless legs syndrome, a sleep and 
movement disorder, characterized 
by unpleasant feelings (tingling, 
crawling, creeping and/or pulling) 
in the legs and an urge to move to 
relieve these feelings.  

There are many underlying causes 
of sleep trouble. The easy fix is to 
take a pill to help you sleep, but is 
that really addressing the true cause 
of the problem? One common cause 
of sleep trouble is poor blood sugar 
control. Now this does not mean 
you have to be a diabetic. Many 

individuals suffer from poor blood 
sugar balance without knowing it 
and it’s causing sleep challenges. The 
good news is that diet alone can help 
in a big way. 

Another cause of sleep problems 
is weakened adrenal health. The 
adrenal glands are two tiny glands 
that sit on top of your kidneys. 
These key glands help you deal with 
stress. We call them the “STRESS” 
glands. They too can have an impact 
on your sleep. The best way to test 
your adrenals is through a saliva 
test, which is not commonly done in 
medical practice today. I am shocked 
by the number of people I see with 
severe adrenal weakness, which 
wreaks havoc on overall health and 
sleep. Healthy adrenal function can 
very well be your ticket to a better, 
more restful sleep.

There are many causes of sleep 
trouble, but until you find the root 
cause of your problem, medication 
will be only a temporary fix. Come 
join us at our next community event 
and learn what the most common 
causes of sleep trouble are and 
what you can do about them. Our 
Solutions to Sleep Trouble event 

will be held on December 1 at 7:15 
p.m. at Panera Bread in Rocky River 
in the Event Room. Please call 440-
331-4744 to reserve your seat or 
email TFWellnessDOC@gmail.com. 

Happy Thanksgiving! May you be 
blessed with health and happiness. •

Dr. Bryan Ruocco is a local 
chiropractor and wellness advocate. 
He owns and operates the Power of LIFE 
Wellness Center located in Rocky River. 
Dr. Ruocco graduated from the Life 
Chiropractic College in Marietta, GA. 
He graduated in the top of his class and 
received Magna Cum Laude Honors.
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Veterans: Good Entrepreneurs and Employees 

Dr. Perry Haan

By Perry Haan

Veterans Day celebrates the 
sacrifices of those who have served 
in the military. These veterans need 
meaningful work when transitioning 
to society. Entrepreneurship can 
provide opportunities for veterans 
to own or work for businesses.

Veterans have specific issues 
finding work when they return to 
civilian life. The U.S. Department of 
Veteran Affairs said 95% of veterans 
cannot live on their military pension 
alone and must look for other 
sources of income. More than 53% of 
vets experience an extended period 
of unemployment.

Vets have difficulties finding work 
in part because they have not been 
instructed on how to search for a job 
in the private sector. It is not unusual 
for many of them to feel defeated 
and give up looking for a job. Also, 
veterans find it difficult to find 
employers with leadership styles 
and work ethics similar to what 
they experienced in the military.

Entrepreneurs
According to the Small Business 

Administration (SBA) more than 

250,000 service members a year 
transition to civilian life. Veterans 
are 45% more likely to be self-
employed than non-veterans. 
The agency estimates that about 
2.4 million or 9% of all U.S. small 
businesses are veteran-owned, 
representing about $1 trillion in 
annual sales.

The SBA provides financial 
assistance and training for 
veterans wanting to own their own 
businesses. In 2014 the SBA provided 
$766 million to over 2,300 veterans 
to start and operate businesses.

The SBA web site lists two 
financing programs and five links 
to sites dedicated to helping 
vets start and operate their own 
businesses. One of these assistance 
programs, Boots to Business, is an 
entrepreneurial education initiative 
within the Department of Defense’s 
revised Training Assistance 
Program called Transition Goals, 
Plans, Success.

Boots to Business offers an initial 
two-day entrepreneurship training 
program at 165 military installations 
worldwide. This program is followed 
by an eight-week online course 
created by the faculty at Syracuse 

University. Since its inception in 
2013, more than 20,000 service 
members and their spouses have 
participated in Boots to Business.

Companies wanting to do business 
with the government may want 
to become certified as Veteran-
Owned Businesses. Firms that have 
51% or more ownership by a vet can 
apply for this status through VetBiz 
Registry or The Center for Veterans 
Enterprise. However, it is not enough 
for a vet to be an owner in name 
only. He or she must be in control 
of management and day-to-day 
operations of the business.

Employees
Big and small companies have 

initiated programs to hire vets. 
Starbuck’s is one of the companies 
that has made a concerted effort 
to hire vets. CEO Howard Schultz 
made a commitment to hire 10,000 
transitioning veterans and their 
spouses.

The Marlin Steel Company in 
Baltimore, Maryland is routinely 
featured in business publications for 
having more than 14% of its work 
force as veterans. The company 
says it is good business to hire vets 

because of their honesty, loyalty, 
and excellent work ethic. Drew 
Greenblatt, President of Marlin said, 
“Hiring a veteran, however, is not 
just a patriotic act. It is a shrewd 
and profitable business strategy. 
Veterans contribute extraordinary 
talents that will grow your company 
and quickly add value.” •

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship and 
former Dean of the Business School at 
Tiffin University. He resides in Rocky 
River and can be reached at 419-618-
2867 or haanpc@tiffin.edu.

SMALL BUSINESS



6    THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER  |   VOL 03, ISSUE 5  |  NOVEMBER 2015

 Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

On the Beat in Fairview Park

New Association in Fairview Park
By Henry Chaski

The Fairview Park Auxiliary Police 
Association is a fully established and 
accredited 501(c)3 whose mission is 
to provide auxiliary police officers 
with the proper equipment and 
training to better serve the residents 
of Fairview Park. Established in 
April of this year, FPAPA is guided 
by two auxiliary officers and two 
regular officers.

An auxiliary police officer is a 
non-commissioned volunteer who 
is sworn to uphold and enforce 
the laws and ordinances of the 
Constitution of the United States, 
the Constitution of the State of 
Ohio, and the Charter of the City of 
Fairview Park. The charter allows 
for 24 volunteers, who do not have to 
be residents but simply individuals 
who want to help others. Many 
individuals seek this position to 
pursue the dream of becoming a law 
enforcement officer.

An Auxiliary Unit volunteer must 
drop whatever he or she is doing at 
a moment’s notice to assist regular 
officers. When an auxiliary officer 
is sworn in, he receives two badges. 
The officer must then purchase the 
rest of his equipment, which can 
cost over $300.

The FPAPA allows for donations to 
help selfless individuals to perform 
their duties at community events 
such as Santa Patrol, Shop with a 
Cop, Touch-a-Truck, parades, and 
Fun Runs. Recent events include 
Lutheran West’s first annual 
Longhorn 5k Run/1 Mile Walk 
Stampede. Debi Albrecht stated 
that, “We are grateful for the police 
presence along our 5K course. Our 
student volunteers, as well as their 
parents, felt more comfortable 
knowing students weren’t alone 
in the park or on less trafficked 
streets.”

In the last year, these officers have 
volunteered over 2,300 hours on 

details such as the ones mentioned 
above or more dangerous ones such 
as traffic control. The first priority 
of the FPAPA is to ensure that every 
officer has his own traffic vest and 
that the vest fits properly.

The association can also negotiate 
more beneficial price points and 
a partnership is currently being 
negotiated to purchase flashlights 
at a reduced price. With the weather 
changing to rain and snow, there 
is no better time than the present 
to purchase theses items. These 
flashlights, like the vests, are an 
essential part of directing traffic, 
which is an auxiliary officer’s most 
dangerous job. Officers are often 
called in during severe storms and 
multiple accidents to provide aid. 
Officers need to be prepared not 
only for the elements but also for the 
safe execution of their duties.

The FPAPA is a new organization 
looking for support from local 
businesses and individual donations 

to support the men and women 
who give their time. For more 
information, please visit our 
Facebook page and our website at 
facebook.com/FPAuxPA and FPAPA.
org. •

Henry Chaski is the founder and 
president of the Fairview Park 
Auxiliary Police Association. He 
became a Fairview Park Auxiliary 
Police Officer in 2011 and the Marketing 
Director of the Ohio Tactical Officers 
Association in 2013.

Breakfast Event Mixes Business and Charity
By Carol Palichleb

The Business Advisors Group 
is holding its third “Cleveland 
Homegrown Success” breakfast 
event to help local businesses and 
to support the Fisher House fund on 
Thursday, November 12 from 7:30 
a.m. to 9:00 a.m., at the Cleveland 
Yachting Club, 200 Yacht Club Drive 
in Rocky River.  

Guests will listen to how two 
Cleveland-based business owners 
– William Janson of Eleven 10 LLC 
and Michael Goerlich of Raven 
Concealment – started their 

businesses, the challenges they 
faced, and how they turned their 
dreams into thriving companies. The 
event will provide an opportunity 
for businesses to learn, network, and 
receive a complimentary breakfast. 

The Fisher House Foundation 
donates “comfort homes,” built 
on the grounds of major military 
and VA medical centers. These 
homes enable family members 
to be close to a loved one at the 
most stressful times – during the 
hospitalization for an unexpected 
illness, disease, or injury. Donations 
will go toward the fund to help 

build a Fisher House in Cleveland. 
Visit http://palicor.com/_hosted/
clevelandbusinessadvisors/cyc-
event.pdf for more information. 
An RSVP is required, as seating is 
limited to 75 people. Email info@
clevelandbusinessadvisors.com to 
reserve a seat. The Business Advisors 
Group is an organization comprised 
of highly trained and diverse 
professionals who are focused 
on helping businesses succeed in 
the Cleveland area marketplace. 
For more information, visit 
clevelandbusinessadvisors.com or 
call 440-527-0224. •

2015 Chamber  
Bright Star
At its annual recognition 
program celebrating members 
of the Northern Ohio Area 
Chambers of Commerce, the 
Fairview Park Chamber honored 
Katie Drdek, Director of Staffing/
Sales for Anchor Medical Staffing, 
as its 2015 Chamber Bright Star. 

Goldfish Swim School Coming to Fairview Park
By Kristen Chandler

Goldfish Swim School, Cleveland’s 
leading water safety and swim 
lesson school offering infant and 
child swimming lessons, is pleased 
to announce that construction of 
a new 8,900-square-foot location 
is currently underway in Fairview 
Park. The newest addition to the 
Goldfish Swim School family joins 
a thriving East Side location (open 
since 2012) and dozens of other 
Goldfish locations throughout the 
United States.

Goldfish Swim School provides 
swimming instruction to children 
ages 4 months to 12 years in a 
unique setting with highly trained 
instructors, small class sizes (a 
maximum 4:1 student-teacher 
ratio), warm 90-degree pools, and a 
state-of-the-art water purification 
system. Families with kids of 
different ages and skill levels can 
conveniently have all of their 
swimmers in the pool during the 

same half hour time slot.
In addition to swim lessons, the 

Fairview Park Goldfish School will 
offer weekly family swims (for both 
members and non-members) and 
party packages. Facility highlights 
include an air-conditioned viewing 
gallery for parents to watch lessons, 
a spacious family dressing area with 
private changing rooms, a snack bar, 

a retail shop and a warm, tropical 
décor.

Located at 21599 Lorain Road, 
the Goldfish School will offer a wide 
range of swimming classes for all 
ages and skill levels at times that 
are convenient for every family’s 
schedule. Owners Michael and 
Sonali Morris and Robert and Vicki 
Pietrick currently operate the East 

Side Goldfish Swim School and they 
saw a need for high-quality swim 
instruction for families on the West 
Side.

“We heard from many families 
who were traveling some distance 
to get to our East Side facility and 
we saw the opportunity to open 
an additional location to serve 
this growing, family-oriented 
community,” says Michael Morris.

The Goldfish Swim School 
anticipates an early 2016 opening. 
Pre-register by visiting http://
goldfishswimschool.com or calling 
440- 333-5393. As construction of 
the facility continues, Goldfish is 
actively seeking to fill positions 
for certified swim instructors, 
deck supervisors, lifeguards and 
customer service representatives. 
Connect with the Facebook Page for 
the latest updates. •

Come on in! The water is fine!
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Tri-C Theater Production by Rocky River Playwright 
By John Horton

When Rocky River playwright 
Greg Vovos started researching the 
heroin epidemic, his expectations 
were immediately challenged. He 
expects audiences to leave his new 
play — “Well Beings” — with the same 
feeling. “I was blown away by how 
misguided my original conception 
of the user was,” said Vovos. “I was 
struck by how smart, caring, funny 
and self-aware these people were.”

The play, which Vovos describes 
as “kind of like Our Town, but 
with heroin” is a sometimes absurd, 
sometimes all-too-real drama 
examining one of the biggest crises 
facing society today. The play frames 
the issue through the life stories of 
several characters in different stages 

of heroin addiction. Looming over all 
these characters is the Gravedigger, 
who buries the dead.

“The college chose ‘Well Beings’ 
to draw attention to the heroin 
epidemic that is ravaging families 
in Cuyahoga County and Northeast 
Ohio,” said Robert Ellis, theater 
coordinator at Western Campus. 
“The accessibility of heroin 
combined with its low cost has made 
it the drug of choice in our area and 
around the world,” notes Ellis, who is 
also an assistant professor of theater 
at Tri-C. “We are proud to offer our 
production as part of the dialogue 
necessary to combat this scourge 
and raise awareness of the issue.”

Vovos has taught playwriting and 
theater at Tri-C, Baldwin Wallace 
and elsewhere. Over the last several 

years, he has penned plays for the 
Willoughby Fine Arts Theatre for 
Healthy Living, a program that 
produces work aimed at the issues 
of young people. He was awarded a 
2014 Ohio Arts Council Individual 
Excellence Award for Playwriting 
for Complete and Total, a play that 
travels to area high schools to warn 
about the dangers of opiate abuse.

“Well Beings” will have an 8-day 
run at Tri-C’s Western Campus 
Theatre, located at 11000 Pleasant 
Valley Road in Parma. The play 
will be presented on November 13, 
14, 18, 19, 20 and 21 at 8 p.m. and on 
November 15 and 22 at 2 p.m. Tickets 
are $10 for adults, $8 for Tri-C 
faculty and staff, and free for Tri-C 
students. For more information, call 
216-987-5536. •

A Ribbon Cutting Clothed in Welcome
Mayors Bobst and Patton do the ribbon cutting at the opening of 
maurices, a clothing store for women, at the Westgate Mall. 

Sip, Shop, Stroll in Rocky River
By Amy Phillips

The Winter Market: Sip, Shop, 
Stroll is being hosted for its second 
year by nine Rocky River businesses 
located along Linda Street. The 
event will be held on Thursday, 
November 19, from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

As the name suggests, the Winter 
Market is a chance to sip beverages, 
to get a head start on shopping local 
for the holidays and to stroll between 
the shops along Linda Street. The 
event will showcase the nine host 
locations as well as 25 artisans and 
food trucks from around the area.

Haley Delzani, owner of Lather 
a salon and one of the event’s 
organizers, is excited to host the 
Winter Market again, given a very 
successful inaugural event in 2014. 

She said, “I loved seeing all the 
hustle and bustle on Linda Street, 

and it was an awesome experience 
working with our neighbors and the 

Cleveland-area vendors. I can’t wait 
to see what this year brings!”

In addition to Lather a salon, 
the hosts and stops along Linda 
Street include Rocky River Wine 
Bar, Tommy’s Place, Nalu SUP 
& Surf, Delzani’s Cycle, Closets 
Consignment Boutique, Beachcliff 
Cabinet & Design, Gestures and Sean 
Luis Salon.

For more information and to 
take a sneak peek at the vendors 
that will be participating in this 
year’s event, check out Facebook.
com/sipshopstrollCLE or www.
sipshopstroll.wordpress.com. •

Amy Phillips is a freelance writer, 
editor and communication specialist 
for Cleveland-area small businesses.

Team Bride Apparel displayed its gear at the Rocky River Wine Bar at the 2014 
Winter Market.

Photo courtesy of Brittany Graham Photography

Where The River Ends 
By Jenny Dieringer

Since the introduction of “Rocky River, Ohio: Where the River Ends” 
more than $20,000 has been deposited in the special Rocky River Historical 
Society account for future planning of a permanent home for the society.

The book is a humorous, intimate and romantic look at Rocky River 
complete with more than 700 pictures featuring over 3,000 Rocky River 
residents. The 230-page cocktail table book includes chapters that focus on 
city workers, schools, the park system, organizations, churches, wildlife and 
some of the traditions of Rocky River.

Imagine the work that author Tom Harper put into the book and the 
stories he has to tell. You don’t have to imagine any longer. Tom will be sharing 

his experiences in producing the 
book on November 12 at 7:00 p.m. 
at the Rocky River Senior Center. 
The program is sponsored by the 
Rocky River Historical Society.

The colorful book is priced 
at $32.50 including tax. It can 
be purchased at Fords Clothier, 
Ace Hardware, The Team Shop 
at Rocky River High School 
and Lake Road Market or by 
contacting Tom Harper at 216-
406-1583. •

Shopping is a woman thing. It’s a contact sport like football. 
Women enjoy the scrimmage, the noisy crowds, the danger of being 

trampled to death, and the ecstasy of the purchase.
—Erma Bombeck
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shopHOLIDAY
CRAFT FAIRS & EVENTS

Friday and Saturday, Nov. 6 and 7; 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
27th ANNUAL HARVEST HOLIDAY CRAFT & QUILT SHOW
Rocky River Senior Center, 21014 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
Area artisans and crafters offer a unique blend of art, crafts, collectibles, gifts, antiques and quilts. There 
will also be a bake sale, food court, free entertainment and lectures. Admission $3.00; Under 12 free. 
Info: 440-333-6660; www.rrcity.com .

Saturday, Nov. 7, 8:30 a.m. - 3 p.m.
7TH ANNUAL ST. BERNADETTE HOLIDAY MART
St. Bernadette School, 2300 Clague Road, Westlake
Featuring Apparel, Art Work, Baked Goods, Candies, Soaps & Lotions, Holiday Gift Items, Home Decor, 
Jewelry, Entertainment and Raffle. New this year: Kids Area: 11 am - 2pm, Crafts, Cookie Decorating, 
Games and Pizza. Donation. Contact: Kathleenhill@roadrunner.com  

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 7-8; 10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 
HOLIDAY CRAFT BOUTIQUE
Wagner’s of Westlake, 30855 Center Ridge Road, Westlake
Where guests will find treasures for holiday to everyday, vintage to present.
$5.00 Admission at the door ; a portion of proceeds to benefit Hospice of Western Reserve.
Info: 440-871-8800; www.wagnersofwestalke,com

Sat., Nov. 21 • 9 a.m.-3 p.m. & Sun., Nov. 22 • 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
HOLY SPIRIT CRAFT FAIR; 5500 West 54th St., Parma
Handmade only craft show. 65 exhibitors. Good ethnic eats for dine in or take out. Bake sale & raffles. 
Great location for holiday shopping. Shop local, please support small business! Admission is Free. Hosted 
by Holy Spirit Church with Northcoast Promotions Inc. Info: 216-570-8201 or northcoastpromo.com

Saturday, Nov 28, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
ST. MARY MAGDALENE BYZANTINE CHURCH CRAFT FAIR 
5390 West 220th St rest, Fairview Park
89 Handmade and Direct Sales Reps offering Holiday Ideas & Gifts for sale. Good Ethnic Eats for dine in 
or carry out. Gift Raffles too.  Buy Local Day! Admission is Free. Hosted by St. Mary Magdalene Byzantine 
Catholic Church & Northcoast Promotions, Inc. Info: 216-570-8201 or northcoastpromo.com

Saturday, Dec. 12, • 9 a.m.-3 p.m. & Sunday, Dec. 13 • 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
ST. NICK CRAFT SHOWl
1900 Carlton Road, Parma (corner of Snow & Broadview roads)
Handmade arts & crafts & small businesses offering holiday gifts or personal décor. 200 exhibitors on 
two floors. Elevator. Good ethnic eats for dine in or take out. Shop local. Admission: Free. Hosted by 
The Cathedral of St John with Northcoast Promotions Inc. Info: 216-570-8201 or northcoastpromo.com.
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local
Please support

Small Business Saturday on November 28!
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GOVERNMENT

Westshore Council of Governments 
Meeting of October 14
By Janice Patterson 

This report is not an official 
statement of the League of Women 
Voters. Mayor Sutherland’s office 
prepares official minutes, which 
are posted on Bay Village’s website.

Present: Mayors Sutherland 
(Bay Village), Clough (Westlake), 
Kennedy (North Olmsted), Patton 
(Fairview Park) and Summers 
(Lakewood). Fiscal Officer Renee 
Mahoney and Cuyahoga County 
District 1 Councilperson David 
Greenspan also attended.

Minutes from the September 
meeting of the Westshore Council 
of Governments were approved and 
Westshore Enforcement Bureau 
(WEB) financials for September 
were received. The mayors provided 
the following reports:

RTA (Clough): Dr. Valarie J. McCall, 
a member of the board of trustees 
of the Greater Cleveland Regional 
Transit Authority, was elected chair 
of the 2015-2016 executive board of 
the American Public Transportation 
Association at the association’s 
October meeting. (Dr. McCall is chief 
of governmental and international 
affairs for Cleveland’s Mayor Frank 
Jackson.)

NOACA (Summers):  The 
Northeast Ohio Area Coordinating 
Agency has approved a three-year 
contract with a Cleveland firm to 
provide state-level advocacy on 
matters of interest to the agency.

Land Bank (Kennedy): No report, 
meets quarterly, next meeting in 
November.

Cuyahoga County Planning 
Commission (Patton): The 
commission’s budget was reviewed 
at its last meeting, showing 
revenues on target but expenditures 
exceeding the general fund budget.  
CCPC has 17 full-time employees.

Other discussions were on the 
Westshore Regional Community 
Emergency Response Team (CERT) 
employment matters and reactions 
to the September presentation 
by Gateway Group on healthcare 
benefits.

Councilperson Greenspan briefed 
the mayors about the proposed 
county budget that was introduced 
at the October 13 County Council 
meeting. He highlighted the policy 
changes presented by County 
Executive Armond Budish in 
making the submittal. Greenspan 
described several upcoming changes 
in the county’s physical facilities for 
emergency management services.  
He noted that the Health and 
Human Services levy will be up for 
renewal at the March 2016 primary 
election, possibly with an eight-year 
term rather than the current four-
year term.

The next WCOG meeting will 
be moved to the third Wednesday 
of November (November 18) since 
the Bay Village City Hall will be 
closed on the regular meeting day of 
November 11. WCOG meetings begin 
at 9:30 a.m. In 2016 WCOG meetings 
will be hosted by Mayor Pam Bobst 
at Rocky River City Hall. •

Zephyr Teachout Speaks on Corruption 
in the 2016 Election
By Susan Murnane

League of Women Voters is 
bringing campaign reform activist 
Zephyr Teachout to Cleveland on 
November 5 and 6 to speak on the 
history of corruption in the United 
States from its founding to the 
present day. Teachout will examine 
the various issues surrounding 
corruption from their constitutional 
origins through the Citizens United 
ruling, and expose the sources of 
power behind it.

Teachout will deliver two lectures 
during her visit. Both lectures 
are free. On November 5, she will 
speak at 7:30 p.m. at the West Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
20401 Hilliard Rd. in Rocky River.  
At noon on November 6, she will 

speak at the Cleveland Marshall 
College of Law, 1801 Euclid Avenue 
in Cleveland. The Cleveland Marshall 
lecture will take place in the Faculty 
Conference Room, LB60 Conference 
Room, and 1 free CLE credit will 
be available. Space is limited at 
Cleveland Marshall, so call or email 
Patricia Donovan 216-687-5280, 
p.e.donovan@csuohio.edu to reserve 
your place.

Teachout is the author of 
“Corruption in America: From 
Benjamin Franklin’s Snuff Box 
to Citizen’s United” (Harvard 
University Press, 2014). In addition 
to serving as associate professor 
of law at Fordham University, she 
was the first national director of 
the Sunlight Foundation, a non-
partisan nonprofit organization 

that uses open data, policy analysis, 
and journalism to make government 
and politics more transparent. In 
July 2015, Teachout was appointed 
chair and CEO of Mayday PAC, a 
crowd-funded non-partisan Super 
PAC promoting campaign finance 
reform. Teachout is a graduate of 
Yale University and received her law 
degree and M.A. in political science 
from Duke University.

Teachout’s visit is co-sponsored by 
League of Women Voters of Greater 
Cleveland Education Fund with 
funding from the Joan Hirsch Fund, 
The Bay Village Chapter LWVGC, 
West Shore Social Action Committee, 
and the Cleveland Marshall College 
of Law. For more information, 
see http://lwvgreatercleveland.
o rg / eve n t s / z e p h y r- t e a c h o u t -

corruption-in-the-2016-election/ 
and http://lwvgreatercleveland.
org/events/zephyr-teachout-hot-
topic-forum/. • 

Susan Murnane is a legal historian, 
author, and former tax lawyer.

Zephyr Teachout

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor  
Tim McGinty to Speak
By Jane Reilly

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim 
McGinty’s public service began right 
after college when he became a county 
probation officer and continued 
when he was hired to be a Cuyahoga 
County Assistant Prosecuting 
Attorney. Over the next 10 years, he 
advanced in the office and handled 
many of its most important and 
high-profile cases. In 1992, the Ohio 
Patrolmen’s Benevolent Association 
named him Ohio Prosecutor of the 
Year. That same year, he won the first 
of four elections to the Cuyahoga 
County Common Pleas Court bench. 
During his more than 18 years as 
a Common Pleas Court Judge, Mr. 
McGinty consistently ran one of the county’s most efficient criminal and civil 
dockets. In 2011, McGinty left the bench to run for and become Cuyahoga 
County Prosecutor. 

 He will speak at 7 p.m. on Thursday, November 5, in Fairview Park City 
Hall’s Dunson Room. Mr. McGinty will address the changes he has brought 
to the Prosecutor’s Office and discuss the highlights of his tenure. City Hall 
is located at 20777 Lorain Road. The event is being co-sponsored by Bay 
Village, Lakewood, Fairview Park, North Olmsted, Rocky River, and Westlake 
Democratic Clubs, the Westside Democrats and Stonewall Democrats. For 
further information, please contact fairviewparkdemocrats@yahoo.com. •

Cuyahoga County Prosecutor Tim McGinty

TheRockportObserver.com   |   Become a member.
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EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

November 4 from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. John Gingerich, Board 
Chairman of the Geauga Amish 
Historical Library, will talk about 
the history and culture of the 
Amish in his presentation Getting 
to Know the Amish. Mr. Gingerich 
will be accompanied by members 
of the Amish community, who 
will answer questions from the 
audience. Sponsored by The Friends 
of the Fairview Park Branch 
Library. Registration required. 

November 9 from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Baking for Profit is not 
as simple as it sounds! Attorney 
Chris Corpus and Food Safety 
Specialist Joann Dunlevey, Ohio 
Department of Agriculture, will 
share rules and regulations of 
operating a home-based bakery/
cottage food business. Registration 
required.

November 10 from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Need to do some research? 
Don’t know where to start? Join us 
for RefUSA Simplified. Michael 
Ray from Infogroup will share 

the basics of RefUSA, a premier 
electronic resource for business 
and consumer research, including 
in-depth market research for 
small businesses, entrepreneurs, 
job seekers and prospective home 
buyers. Registration required.  

November 17 from 7:00 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Getting to Know the 
Amish will take us to Lehman’s 
Country Store. Glenda Lehman 
Ervin, Vice President of Marketing 
and daughter of store founder Jay 
Lehman, will present the history 
and stories behind the famed 
historical store, Lehman’s Country 
Store, in the heart of Amish 
Country. Registration required.

To register, visit www.
cuyahogalibrary.org or call the 
Fairview Park Branch Library 
at 440-333-4700.

FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH  
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

A Winning Student Project: Cleaning Up Lake Erie 
By Mary Ellen Scott

Under the guidance of science 
teacher Mary Ellen Scott, nine 
students from Saint Joseph 
Academy have constructed a new 
filtration system using slag from 
steel mills. The simple system they’ve 
constructed could save Lake Erie by 
removing the dangerous phosphates 
that poison drinking water by 
causing the growth of toxic algae. 
An additional benefit of removing 
the dangerous algal build-up is that 
the students’ solution provides local 
farmers with rich, natural fertilizer, 
enabling them to improve their cost 
margins.

“Eighty percent of the phosphates 
in Lake Erie come from livestock 
waste and farm fertilizer runoff,” 
shared Mrs. Scott, who has taught 
at Saint Joseph Academy for three 
years. “High phosphate levels cause 
algae blooms that release toxins and 
render the water undrinkable.”

Mrs. Scott and her science 
students have created inexpensive 
and portable filters that use slag as 
the filter material. Over the course 
of the last few weeks, the students 
have been placing the filters in 
area watersheds leading to Lake 
Erie to capture phosphates and 

remove bacteria, while converting 
the harmful phosphates to useful 
fertilizer.

The students submitted their 
proposal in October to officials from 
the Lexus Eco Challenge, sponsored 
by Scholastic, Inc. The winners 
will be announced by Scholastic in 
November. Last year, a team from 
Saint Joseph’s was one of only six of 
the $10,000 Midwest winners. The 
project they submitted chronicled 
the environmental disaster of toxic 
algal blooms in Lake Erie. This year’s 
project takes the work further by 
designing a way to remove the 
problem phosphates, thus creating 
a real-life application to the algal 

problem that was researched last 
year.

“We selected this topic because 
clean water is so vital to our health 
and the economy,” said sophomore 
Joslyn Muniz, who was on the 
winning Challenge team last year. 
“Our school is located on a Lake Erie 
watershed, so the environmental 
issue is close to home for us.”

“Since early September, students 
have designed four different 
filters and evaluated each design 
for effective phosphate removal, 
portability and cost effectiveness,” 
added Mrs. Scott. “We are conducting 
our research with the guidance 
of environmental engineers from 

ArcelorMittal steel, Oklahoma State 
University, Oberlin College and the 
George Jones Research Farm, a 70-
acre farmstead owned by Oberlin 
College and leased by the New 
Agrarian Center as a cooperative 
farm incubator and educational 
center.”

“We made the filters from 
materials we found in hardware 
stores in Fairview Park and Rocky 
River,” said sophomore Grace 
Semon. “We made sure they were 
light, made of recycled materials 
whenever possible, and could last in 
all of Ohio’s seasons.”

The filters were field tested for 
phosphate reduction in the research 
ponds at the George Jones Farm, 
as well as two other farms along 
the Muskellunge Creek in the 
Western Lake Erie watershed. “We 
were able to remove all measurable 
phosphates at lower contamination 
levels and 40% to 85% of phosphates 
at high levels,” said Mrs. Scott.

To make the students’ filter, go 
to SJA Lexus Eco filters on www.
youtube. •

Mary Ellen Scott is a Science and 
Engineering teacher at Saint Joseph 
Academy and a finalist for the 
Presidential Award for Excellence in 
Science Teaching. She lives in Rocky 
River.

Students happy at work on their science project.

Ongoing Book Sale at RRPL
The Women’s Committee 

of Rocky River Public 
Library hosts an ongoing 
book sale in the library’s 
lobby. Recent bestsellers and 
old favorites are snapped up 
almost as soon as they hit the 
shelves. The sale consists of 
donated books, audiobooks, 
movies, and music CDs that 
are in excellent to good 
condition. Vintage books, 
even vinyl records, are 
available periodically.

For information on donating items to the sale, please visit our website, 
www.rrpl.org or ask for our guidelines available at the greeter’s desk in the 
lobby. Proceeds from the book sale are donated by the Women’s Committee 
to add equipment, furnishings and new services to the library. •

Preschool and Kindergarten  
Info Night
By Wendy Hanna

The Rocky River, Fairview Park and Bay Village Early Childhood PTAs 
(ECPTAs) will host their annual Preschool and Kindergarten Information 
Night on Tuesday, November 10 at 7:30 p.m., at the Rocky River Middle 
School.

The event is designed to allow local parents to connect with and learn 
about resources available to them as their children begin preschool. Also 
available are opportunities to explore childcare options, before- and after-
care programs, supplemental programs and more. Over 25 organizations 
will be represented at the event.

Preschool and Kindergarten Information Night is open to all parents, 
guardians or caretakers of young children in the area. Membership in one 
of the ECPTAs is not required, although representatives will be on-hand 
to answer questions. Local ECPTAs are groups of families with children, 
birth through age Kindergarten, who provide fun, educational and social 
opportunities for children and families.

There are no fees associated with this program. Questions can be directed 
to rockyriverecpta@gmail.com. •

The more you read, the more things you know.
The more that you learn, the more places you’ll go.

—Dr. Seuss
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STUDENT WRITERS FROM LUTHERAN WEST HIGH SCHOOL

Three Tips for Fall Fashion 
By Savannah Boll

Fall is such a beautiful time of 
the year. There is nothing like 
the changing of the leaves, colder 
weather, and of course, Halloween! 
Although there are many factors 
that contribute to why fall is so 
great, there is one thing that will 
always stand out during the fall 
time - Yes, I am talking about fall 
fashion! I am going to share my three 
fall fashion tips, which would work 
for both women and men, to “spice 
up” not only your life in the fall but 
also your wardrobe!

My first fall fashion tip is to 
fill your wardrobe with the most 

staple pieces you can find. Staple 
pieces include plain colored shirts 
and many different styles of jeans. 
With only a few staples, you can 
create tons of different outfits by 
accessorizing differently.

Sweaters and hats will save 
your life during the chilly fall 
weather. Sweaters and hats are 
both relatively inexpensive. There 
are some amazing pieces to keep in 
your wardrobe. Hats and scarves can 
dress up any plain outfit. You can 
spice it up a little bit more by adding 
different size, shape, and textured 
scarves to your wardrobe, such as 
knit scarves, blanket scarves, and 
infinity scarves.

The last tip 
I have for fall 
fashion is to 
increase your 
collection of 
boots! There are 
so many different 
styles of boots 
to choose from. 
Also, try adding 
some more flare 
by wearing socks 
that show above 
the boot.

Don’t be afraid 
to take chances and be bold with 
your style in the fall of 2015! •

The beauty of fall is so inspiring. Use this inspiration to spice 
up your wardrobe! 

Life Is Unfair
By Kurt Herrin

Life is unfair
You get called four eyes and a square
You get called a band nerd 
They say you look like a bird
You ignore them and keep moving
It’s okay life is unfair.

Life is unfair
You’re dumb as a rock
You’re the biggest kid on the block
You’re a master of all sports
But wish you were as smart as one of the dorks
It’s okay life is unfair.

Life is unfair
You’re an average guy
You try and try and try
You catch balls but don’t make big plays
You pass classes but don’t get great grades
It’s okay life is unfair. 

Finally Uncaged
By Mackenzie Hajduk

You weren’t in your right mind
You lived in confusion for over a decade
Everything was taken from you
But you gave everything
You struggled to put on a smile
You loved life but couldn’t live it 

That fateful day you were called into the Heavens
Our eyes were red
Our cheeks were raw
Not because you died young
Because you died not knowing
We remember this sorrowful time
 
By reminiscing the past
You were sent out like a good Irish man
Bagpipes and all
To the melancholy tune of Danny Boy
You looked down on us and we looked up at you 

All your life you lived so free, free as a bird
Your last years you were confined
Confined like a bird in a cage
Now that you are gone
Now that you are gone you can be yourself
Now you can fly like the eagle that you once were 

This is a picture of my grandfather and I taken 
right before he got sick. This picture was taken on 
Halloween when I was five years old.

Hear My Cry - A Song
By Breianna Snyder

I’ve got a secret and it’s killin’ me
From the inside out
I need to tell someone
But nobody’s listening
God please hear my cry

Chorus: Cuz you gotta keep your head up
You gotta keep movin’ on
You gotta stay strong gotta press on
Even through the troubled times
See life’s always found a way
to work itself out
Just know that you’ll never stand alone

You’ve been goin’ through a lot
Struggling to get by
But you’re not alone
God’s on the throne
And he’s gonna hold you up high

Repeat Chorus

You fall on your knees
You surrender all
Cuz you don’t know
If you can make it
One more day all alone

Repeat Chorus 

A Soldier’s Cry
By Jessica Gavlak

Shouts, cries, and screams,
the field is running red.
It feels like a bad dream,
Seeing half of our men dead.

I look down to my right,
and see the man who’s like my 
brother.
Such a horrendous sight,
what are they going to tell his 
mother?

Do they still think of me back home,
keep me in their thoughts and 
prayers?
My mind always seems to roam,
hoping it’s not my time to see the 
big man upstairs. 

Barely any time to grieve,
the battle rages on.
I know what I need to achieve,
but will they remember me if I’m 
gone? 

Autumn
By Christopher Szado

The air becomes cooler
And summer comes to an end
Mother Nature changes her colors 
all over
From green to orange, yellow, and red
Leaves fall like showers of mist
Whirling, twirling, and dancing all 
around
Children frolic and play with what’s 
here, yet not to stay
Piles and piles of leaves everywhere
It’s time to rejoice
The best time of the year is here 

You don’t write because you want to  
say something, you write because you 

have something to say.
—F. Scott Fitzgerald
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Left Brain vs. Right Brain
By Libby Carper

It is hard to believe that such 
a successful scientist as Albert 
Einstein was an advocate of 
thinking outside the box and having 
an imagination, but he is a great 
example for students who may have 
a hard time with the way school 
curriculum is being taught. There 
is a distinct difference between 
left brain thinkers and right brain 
thinkers. The education system is 
focused on left brain thinking, thus 
discouraging right brain thinkers.

There is a big difference between 
left brain thinking and right brain 
thinking. One side of the brain 
tends to be more dominant than 
the other, and it is a very rare 
person who is skilled in both sides. 
Left brain thinkers tend to be very 
analytical and logic. They also tend 
to be skilled in mathematics and 
science. Left brain thinkers like to 
know the facts and solve problems 
systematically. Right brain thinkers 
are almost the complete opposite. 

They tend to think in wholes, so they 
struggle with the steps leading up to 
the whole. Creativity, imagination 
and innovation lead their thought 
process and the steps they take.

Starting from a very young age, 
children in the education system 
have a left brain curriculum. Schools 
tend to focus on auditory and 
sequential aspects. Students that 
think more with their right brain 
have a hard time taking direction 
if it is not hands-on or visual. Also, 
throughout school, no matter what 
grade, students are given sequential 
problems to solve. After much 
research, scientists have concluded 
that for right brain people, it is 
harder to succeed when given these 
systematic problems and directions 
that are auditory. Given students’ 
experiences in primary education, 
right brain thinkers start to believe 
they are not as important or smart 
as other students because they have 
a difficult time with the curriculum, 
particularly math and science.

Creative thinkers (right brain) 

bring amazing things to society. 
There is a place in the world for all 
types of people, but there also is a 
need for the ones who think outside 
of the box. Without the creative 
thinkers, there would not be the 
innovation that could possibly 
change the world for the better. 
For example, without Steve Jobs, 
there would be no 
Apple. There would 
not be as many of 
the technological 
advances we enjoy 
today, if it weren’t 
for his innovative 
thinking.

In conclusion, it 
should be a priority 
to make the 
education system 
more compatible 
with right brain 
thinkers. To keep 
creativity in this 
world, both schools 
and parents should 
encourage right 

brain thinkers to continue to be who 
they are. Kids deserve to know that 
they are not “stupid” if they have a 
hard time comprehending math or 
science; they just have a different 
way of thinking. People who think 
more with the right side of their 
brain have the ability to change the 
world! •

Monsters
By Emily Giguere

Remember the monsters we used to fear under the bed?
We hid under the covers with an all-too-real sense of dread.
Every noise we would hear would send our heart rate soaring.
But before we knew it, it would be morning.

As the years went by we stopped being so paranoid.
All of the monsters seemed to fall into a void.
We never gave much thought to where that void might be.
But that void could very well be inside you and me.

Did you ever wonder why we stopped being so afraid?
The thought of monsters under the bed is now far outweighed.
Maybe we stopped being so afraid of monsters under the bed
When we realized they lived inside our head. 

Sunday Mornings
By Josh Cales

Sunday mornings aren’t the best,
All you want to do is simply rest.
Get up early and go to mass,
Already worried about tomorrow’s class.
Thinking about all the homework that could be late
And just trying to reach the due date.
One big plus is a nice big meal
That my mother got for a steal.
Eggs, sausage, and also crispy bacon,
It is all mine for the takin’.
Once my morning is finally done,
I can look forward to football on at one.
Sunday mornings speed on by,
Didn’t even get time to simply say hi. 

This is a picture that comes to mind when I 
hear the words Sunday mornings.
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The Eponymous Antique Shop Owner 

The Fireplace and Its Mantel

THE GOOD LIFE

By Mitchell Sotka

Fall is here with its cold nights, 
damp days and, soon, whitewashed 
landscapes. These changes in the 
season send me dreaming of a warm 
fire in our fireplace. This daydream 
is vivid, with a glowing flame framed 
out by mosaic tile and topped by 
a nice mantel decorated for the 
season.

So, where and when did this come 
to be - not the daydream or the fire 
but the mantel and all its potential 
for decorative glory? The present 
day fireplace mantel is actually a 
modern invention.

Today‘s fireplace - less of a 
necessity and more of a decorative 
opportunity - is far from its medieval 
roots. The 5th century brought 
fire into the home. The primitive 
medieval one-room home was 
centered on an open fire pit with no 
fancy tile work. The smoke would 
funnel out of the room through 
a hole in the roof. There were few 
concerns about beauty and more 
about utilitarian needs.

The 13th century gave way to a 
fireplace that was positioned on the 
outer wall. Unlike a central open 

fire with no flue, this era’s fireplaces 
had a flue that allowed a chimney to 
usher the smoke out of the home. The 
smoke was guided to the flue by an 
overmantel or hood-like structure. 
Fireplaces were still utilitarian with 
large, wide and inefficient openings 
and an overmantel that served no 
decorative purpose, as there was 
little to no surface to display objects.

Even in the late 17th and early 18th 
century, a fireplace was utilitarian, 
used for heating personal space and 

cooking. The openings 
of fireplaces were 
not only larger than 
contemporary fireplace 
openings but also 
typically flush with the 
surrounding. At the end 
of the 18th century, the 
Englishman Benjamin 
Thompson transformed 
the design of fireplaces.

Thompson shortened 
the interior of the firebox, narrowed 
the opening and brought the height 
of the opening up. This allowed the 
draft to be more efficient while the 
heat moved out into the room. We 
can thank Thompson for all our 
favorite memories in front of our 
fireplaces, staying warmer on cool 
damp fall nights, and the mantel. 
Yes, another surface to decorate for 
each season!

The 19th century brought changes 
in urban households that influenced 
fireplace placement and design. 
Kitchens became separate rooms 
with stoves to cook on. Fireplaces 
were in other rooms to heat the 
home. Whether the fireplace was 
coal burning or wood burning, the 
surround became elaborate and the  

 
mantel was deeper.  All the better to 
decorate! Workshops crafted clock 
sets, porcelain factories created 
fabulous vases and silversmiths 
worked beautiful objects into 
mantel decorations.

Today’s fireplace is still a focal 
point but no longer utilitarian. 
Many of us do not have fireplaces. 
For those of us that do, we are living 
with the past with mantel styles 
ranging from gingerbread Victorian 
to simpler traditional mantels. Some 
of us may have fireboxes inserted in 
walls or hanging from the ceiling.

No matter the style of your 
fireplace, that fire pit has history. 
Look at your fireplace with a new-
found respect and view it as another 
way to celebrate the seasons. •

The Victorian mantel is more robust 
with a deeper profile.

The Federal mantel is simple, not a large profile.

Never Too Late to Create at Beck Center! 
By Pat Miller

The second session of visual arts 
classes at Beck Center is about to 
start. A variety of classes are offered 
through Beck Center’s Visual Arts 
Education program, including 
drawing, painting, and mixed 
media classes. Many professionally-
recognized artists are on staff to 
share their knowledge and talents 
with students. Classes are designed 
to allow students to acquire the 
skills they need to fully realize their 
potential and create beautiful art.

The second session, beginning 
throughout the week of November 
9, has new offerings along with a 

wide spectrum of classes and lessons. 
The Beginner/Advanced Watercolor 
class with popular instructor 
Bernie Dettorre continues this fall, 
and teaches students clarity in 
design. Also, the new Traditional 
Rug Hooking for adults, provides 
students with the opportunity to 
create original stained glass designs 
through mosaic technique.

Cartooning classes are offered 
at introductory and advanced 
levels for ages 8 through 18, while 
the Life Drawing class uses the 
human form to teach shading and 
dimension (ages 18 and up). These 
class offerings, along with our 
Drawing Fundamentals for children 

and adults, round out the drawing 
program.

The mixed media classes and 
family-oriented classes are offered 
to provide individuals with an 
introduction to different kinds of 
materials and the use of color and 
line in creating art. The host of 
classes include Family Clay (ages 5 
to 11), Kids-N-Art (ages 3 to 5), and 
Art Discovery Studio (ages 6 to 9).  
Students have the opportunity to 
try out different ways of art making, 
find out what they love, and then 
move on to concentrate on a specific 
art form.

The Pottery Studio, a very lively 
place, provides a fun learning 

experience that enables students to 
create functional and sculptural clay 
art. There are classes for beginners, 
intermediate and advanced children 
and adults. Teachers work with 
students at their own level, which 
leads to successful art making. 

Create your own art experiences 
by registering for Session 2 today. 
The complete Visual Arts catalog 
with full descriptions and easy 
online registration is available at 
beckcenter.org, or call Customer 
Service at 216-521-2540, x10. Beck 
Center is located at 17801 Detroit 
Avenue in Lakewood. •

Pat Miller is Graphic Design & 
Marketing Coordinator at Beck Center.

Ready for 
Dessert at RRPL
Susan Johansen, head baker/
owner of Wild Flour Bakery in 
Rocky River presents Tasty Nut 
Rolls on November 5 at 7:00 
p.m. It all begins with the sweet 
yeast dough, then the perfect 
roll-out and finally the delicious 
nut fillings. Susan covers all the 
steps to give you the confidence 
to make traditional nut rolls for 
your holiday celebrations and 
gifting. Exquisite samples. Recipe 
handouts.

ROCKY RIVER
SENIOR CENTER

Thanksgiving
Dinner

6:00 p.m.
7:30 p.m. Show

Advanced Ticket  
Sale Only

$28
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THE GOOD LIFE

By Colleen Harding

Etiquette refers to rules of acceptable behavior. It 
is how one makes others feel comfortable in his or 
her presence. A breach is an infraction or a failure to 
comply with something. Hence, an etiquette breach 
is a failure to comply with a particular behavior 
necessary for a situation or environment. 

Now that we have that out of the way, how 
should you handle a situation when you “mess 
up”?  

When I started my business, I received a generous 
number of stories from individuals about associates 
who had committed breaches of etiquette. Most of the individuals had no 
idea they were in violation of an unwritten code of behavioral protocol.  
Everyone seems to have a story or two of someone who did something very 
wrong, according to his or her definition of proper protocol. Some breaches 
were as small as licking a knife in a restaurant. Others were bigger, like 
taking a cell phone call to talk about weekend plans during an interview.  
Then there was the story of the bride who drank her finger bowl at her 
wedding in front of several hundred prestigious guests. 

Some breaches were simple, straightforward little mistakes and some were 
tsunami-size catastrophes. Regardless of the size, if you are aware that you 
have broken the rule of making others feel comfortable in your presence, 
own it, acknowledge it and apologize for it.  

Recognize that you have made an error in protocol and apologize. It 
doesn’t undo what you have done; however, it lets the other person know 
that you are aware of your inappropriate behavior. Ignoring a breach makes 
other people think that you didn’t know any better or even worse, that you 
didn’t care. Acknowledge your mistake. Say what you should have done.  
Then apologize for the breach. We are human and make mistakes. How you 
handle a faux pas can sometimes work in your favor! •

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,  
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding.”

The Etiquette Corner

What Is an Etiquette 
Breach? 

Colleen Harding

By Tim Piai

I was racing sundown with my lawnmower one evening, when my son 
started a pizza protest in the front yard. He was hungry. I, on the other hand, 
was hungry, hot, and grumpy with grass allergies. So, when I finally relented, 
I was quick to grab my phone out of our minivan, skipping the trip inside to 
find my reading glasses. Glasses aren’t required when all you have to do is 
google “Fairview Dominos.”

The Dominos girl asked for my phone number, typed it in on her computer, 
and then asked for it again. “Hmm, I can’t find it,” she said. “Can I have your 
address?”

After more typing, she again asked for my address. Then she asked for the 
last number of my address. Then she asked for my phone number. Again. 
Then she checked the spelling of our street. I had just the slightest twinge 
that things were not going as usual. 

“You said you’ve ordered a pizza with us before?”
“Yes, Yes!” I said testily. “You guys are on our street all the time. We’re right 

around the corner in River,” I said.
“Oh...You live down by the river?” she said. This was a response so unusual, 

and unexpected, that I actually shook my head like characters do in cartoons 
when they try to process strange input. 

“I don’t live down by the river,” I said incredulously. “I live in the River.”
“I don’t know what that means,” she said.
“What it means,” I snipped, “is that I’m so close to your store, that you 

could step outside right now and hear me yelling at you.” 
Not surprisingly, she gave way to the manager. 
“Hello sir,” he said. “Sorry about the confusion. Can I have your address 

please?” 
I dug in for another round. “Listen to me. We’re right around the corner in 

River.” 
“Yeah, she said you live down by the river.” 
There it was again. Down by the river. I wasn’t down by the river. I was 

standing motionless, staring up at the sky. A simple pizza order was sending 
me into the Twilight Zone. “Look man,” I said wearily. “I live closer to the 
mall than the river. But if it helps me get a pizza...then I’m down by the river. 
Okay?”

“Okay, then here’s what you do,’ he said.” Call 201-945...” 
“But why am I calling area code 201 for a pizza!?” I interrupted, roaring 

back to life. “What is 201? 
Why am I calling 201?!” 
“Well, sir, it’s still Jersey” he said, “But that’s the location that delivers down 

by the river.” I felt a quick panic, and looked down at my phone. I had called 
the Domino’s Pizza in Fairview, New Jersey instead of Fairview Park, Ohio.

“Hello? Sir?” he said. “Are you still there?” I sheepishly apologized. Twice 
actually. Then I hung up the phone, got my glasses, and very carefully dialed 
the Fairview Park Dominos.

The moral to the story? Take your pick. Use your glasses. Be patient. Stop 
and think. They all apply. •

Tim Piai is a freelance writer living in Rocky River.

Life on the Light Side

A Slice of Confusion 

RR Chamber Music Society 
Welcomes a Spanish Quartet
By Carol Jacobs

The Rocky River Chamber 
Music Society welcomes 
Cuarteto Quiroga, which 
hails from Spain and takes 
its name from esteemed 
Galician violinist Manuel 
Quiroga. The Quartet, 
recently appointed quartet-
in-residence in charge of 
the Royal Collection of 
decorated Stradivariuses at 
Madrid’s Royal Palace, will 
perform a concert of Mozart, 
Webern, and Brahms on 
Monday, November 16, 7:30 
p.m. at West Shore Unitarian Universalist Church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd. 

This concert in Rocky River is part of the quartet’s North American tour, 
which is capped with a performance at Lincoln Center in New York City! The 
quartet’s recordings include “Statements” (Haydn, Webern, and Sollima) and 
“Revolutions” (Schoenberg, Webern, and Berg), plus two discs to be released 
this year.

The ensemble is widely considered to be one of the most dynamic, bold, 
and important quartets of Europe’s youngest generation. The New York 
Times has called the group’s concerts, “Exquisite: precise, perfectly balanced, 
interpretatively fresh performances couched in consistently warm hues.”

As is true of all concerts presented by the Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society, there is no admission charge and all are welcome. For further 
information, please call 440-333-4296, or visit our NEW website at www.
rrcms.org, or follow us on Facebook and Twitter. •

Carol Jacobs was archivist for The Cleveland Orchestra for 17 years.

Cuarteto Quiroga (Aitor Hevia, violin; Cibrán 
Sierra, violin; Josep Puchades, viola; and Helena 
Poggio, cello)

RRPL Brings the Library to You!

Mobile Materials
Rocky River Public Library’s Outreach Service provides free delivery 
and pick up of library materials for Rocky River residents who are 
homebound, regardless of age.
If you or a loved one are unable to leave your home due to illness or 
physical disability, please contact Outreach Librarian Carol O’Keefe at 
440-895-3755 to find out more about the program. 
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ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Calling all “Teen Volunteers!”  
Are you a student in grades 
9-12 looking for a place to fulfill 
school assigned volunteer hours? 
The Library may be able to 
help. Opportunities will range 
from collection maintenance to 
assisting librarians with program 
preparations and implementation. 
Please contact Megan Alabaugh, 
Teen Librarian at 440- 895-3752 
or m.alabaugh@rrpl.org to find out 
more about this new opportunity.

November 3 at 1:00 p.m. Join in an 
Inspirational Book Discussion of 
the “The Hiding Place” by Corrie 
Ten Boom. During World War 
II in Haarlem, Holland, the Ten 
Boom family became part of an 
underground operation to hide 
Jewish refugees from occupying 
German forces. When discovered, 
the entire family was arrested. 
Eventually Corrie and her sister 
were transported to Ravensbruck 
concentration camp. Come share 
your thoughts about this amazing 
brave family. 

After-School Teen Scene from 
3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. takes place 
on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and 
Thursdays during the school year. 
Grades 7 and up.
•  Tuesdays - Gaming in the 

Computer Training Center.
•  Wednesdays - Join the Library 

Literati for weekly bookish 
activities.

•  Thursdays - Stop in for a casual 
Teen Lounge. Activities will vary, 
but pancakes will be a staple! 

November 5 at 7:00 p.m. “Ready 
for Dessert? Tasty Nut Rolls” will 
be presented by Susan Johansen, 
head baker/owner of Wild Flour 
Bakery in Rocky River. It all begins 
with the sweet yeast dough, then 
the perfect roll-out and finally 
the delicious nut fillings. Susan 
covers all the steps to give you the 
confidence to make traditional nut 
rolls for your holiday celebrations 
and gifting. Exquisite samples. 
Recipe handouts. 

November 7 from 10:00 a.m. to 
4:00 p.m. November is National 
Novel Writing Month. So check out 

NANOWRIMO for a quiet place to 
write. Join fellow writers and enjoy 
some snacks in the community 
room.

November 9 at 6:30 p.m. Join us as 
we continue our Indie International 
Film Fest, featuring selections from 
the world’s top film festivals. Please 
note that films shown have not been 
rated and should be assumed to have 
mature content.

November 10 at 7:00 p.m. Skype 
With Shelley Pearsall. Bring your 
questions and meet th author in this 
unique Skype event with award-
winning author Shelley Pearsall! 
Grades 7 and up. Registration 
required.

Brush up on your SAT test-taking 
skills with a Princeton Review® test 
prep and strategy session. Grades 
9 and up. Registration required for 
each event.

SAT Prep Class takes place on 
Wednesday, November 11 from 7:00 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. 

SAT Practice Test will be given on 
Saturday, November 14 from 9:30 
a.m. to 1:30 p.m.

November 12 at 7:00 p.m. Meet 
Author Paula McLain. This 
bestselling New York Times author 
of “The Paris Wife” returns to our 
library to discuss her new novel, 
“Circling the Sun.” Once again 
she proves her gift for bringing 
characters to life—this time, with 
aviator Beryl Markham caught up 
in a love triangle with Denys Finch 
Hatton and Karen Blixen. Q&A 
followed by book signing.

November 14 from 2:00 p.m. to 
4:00 p.m. Be a part of the Guild 
of the Brick for ages 5 and older. 
Are you crazy about Legos®? Then 
drop in for Guild of the Brick. We 
provide the Legos®, you bring the 
imagination.  

November 16 at 3:30 p.m. It’s Movie 
Monday for students in grades 
3 through 6. We’ll feature newly 
released DVDs, along with everyone’s 
favorite classics, after school. Enjoy 

free popcorn and drinks.    

November 17 at 7:00 p.m. Join 
in the Men’s Book Discussion of 
“Empire of Mud: the Secret History 
of Washington D.C.” by J.D. Dickey.  
Learn about the early history of our 
Capital, as Dickey entertains the 
reader with stories of abounding 
filth and corruption.  

November 18 at 9:30 a.m. Learn 
about Smart Phone Shopping and 
Safety. Thinking about doing your 
holiday shopping from a smartphone 
or Tablet? Although this is a quick 
and convenient way to complete 
your shopping lists, these devices are 
still computers and you need to keep 
yourself safe when using them. Join 
the Cuyahoga County Department 
of Consumer Affairs to learn about 
the risks of using public Wi-Fi, 
“smishing,” antivirus software and 
common holiday season scams.

November 19 at 7:00 p.m. The 
Adult Rocky River Readers Book 
Club will discuss “All the Light We 
Cannot See” by Anthony Doerr.  
This ambitious novel is about a blind 
French girl and a German boy whose 
paths collide in occupied France as 
they each to survive the devastation 
of World War II. Immerse yourself in 
this Pulitzer Prize-winner and come 
join in the discussion.

November 20 at 2:00 p.m. Sip, 
Snack, and Craft! Why not come 
to the library to sip, snack, and 
chat while you get into the knitting 
groove. You’ll want to bring your own 
project and supplies, and the library 
will provide the cozy atmosphere 
and helpful assistance if you get 
stuck. Or if you’d like to work on the 
same project as others, please stop 
by Reference Desk for a free pattern. 
Registration required.

November 21 from 1:00 p.m. to 
5:00 p.m. Celebrate International 
Game Day with a Super Smash 
Bros.™ Smashfest. Bring your own 
controller or take a turn using the 
library’s equipment. Grades 7 and 
up. 

November 23 at 6:30 p.m. Join us 
for 9th annual the Cowan Classic 

Film Festival, which continues on 
with a showing of “The Big Sleep” 
(1946), starring Humphrey Bogart 
and Lauren Bacall. Fresh popcorn 
provided!

November 24 from 6:15 p.m. 
to 8:15 p.m. Be a part of the 
Adventure Gaming Club. Are 
you looking for a place to play 
your favorite adventure games? 
Pokeman, Yu-Gi-Oh!, or Magic 
players, gather your cards and join 
us. Would you rather play D&D, 
Munchkin or Settlers of Catan? 
We’ve got them! New to gaming? 
No problem. Grades 7 and up.

November 27 at 12:00 p.m. Watch 
a Movie Matinee and enjoy a 
popular new release. Popcorn and 
lemonade provided!

Thanksgiving Hours
The Library will close at 6:00 
p.m. on Wednesday, November 25 
and remain closed on Thursday, 
November 26. Regular hours will 
resume on Friday, November 27, at 
9:00 a.m. 

For additional information, call 
the Rocky River Public Library 
at 440-333-7610 or visit www.
rrpl.org.

“A library is not a luxury but  
one of the necessities of life.”

—Henry Ward Beecher


