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Connecting for Kids 
Honors RR Resident 
By Lorilynn Wolf

Connecting for Kids honored 
Rocky River resident Stacy Miner 
as its Parent of the Year at its 
Annual Fundraiser in late February. 
Connecting for Kids offers education 
and support for families with 
questions or concerns about their 
child, with a focus on children birth 
through age 12.

“Last year was the first time we 
presented a parent award and now 
we are making it an annual tradition 
to honor a parent who has made a 
difference in the lives of area families 
and their children with special 
needs,” said Sarah Rintamaki, 
Executive Director of Connecting 
for Kids. “Stacy has been selected 
because she has made a unique 
contribution to our community.”

Stacy volunteers for Connecting 
for Kids in the Parent Match 
Program, helping families who 
have received a new diagnosis for 
their child. She does an amazing 
job of supporting these families and 
reaching out to let them know that 
they are not alone on their journey. 

She is also very active in the Rocky 
River community. Stacy created a 
playgroup for children with special  
 Stacy Miner and her sons.

FP Fire Chief Urges 
Support of Renewal Levy
By Tony Raffin

On March 15, the residents of 
Fairview Park will be asked to renew 
the Fire Levy that helps fund the 
operations of the Fairview Park 
Fire Department. I want to remind 
the community that this levy is a 
renewal only. A vote cast “for” the 
renewal would help to continue the 
support that our department needs 
in order to provide you with the 
professional services that you have 
come to expect. 

Originally established in the 
late 1970s, the levy was created 
to provide and maintain fire and 
medical apparatus, department 
buildings, and firefighter and 
paramedic staffing. The cost of the 
1 mill  levy renewal will continue 
to be approximately $37 per year 
for a home value of $150,000. The 

levy is critical to the operations of 
the Fairview Park Fire Department,  
 

Fire Levy helps fund FP Fire 
Department.
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Dan Coughlin Honored  
at Ohio Rose Selection 
By Kathy Luengo

Local celebrity and longtime 
Rocky River resident Dan Coughlin 
was honored in February as the 
third recipient of the Westlake 
World Partners Founders Award.  
The award recognizes individuals 
who have distinguished themselves 
through their support of the Ohio 
Rose Centre.

In addition to a commemorative 
plaque, a charitable contribution is 
made to a recipient of the honoree’s 
choosing. Coughlin requested that 
the $1,000 donation be made to St. 
Edward High School, his alma mater.

Dan was recruited as event emcee 
for WWP’s inaugural Rose selection 
in 2011. Northeast Ohio’s legendary 
sportswriter, sportscaster and 
author was not only instrumental 
in helping to get the event off the 
ground through his celebrity draw, 
but he also is well regarded for his 
care in working with Rose hopefuls. 

Well before meeting them in 
person, Dan would familiarize 
himself with each entrant by 
reviewing application materials. 
When the time came to moderate 
on-stage interviews, he would gently 
humor each of his subjects, putting 
all at ease.

Keenly aware that the interview 

process generates mounting 
anticipation among audience 
members as well, Dan would 
occasionally launch a zinger that 
evoked laughter sufficient to cause 
some attendees to well up with tears. 
He could work the crowd and keep 
them coming back for more.

After five years volunteering as 
emcee, WWP’s third honoree passed 
the microphone to Sean Lackey, 
a local actor, filmmaker, business 
owner and CPA. Sean was assisted by 
2011 Ohio Rose Bridget Linton, the 
broadcast journalism graduate and 
aspiring sportscaster who previously 
served as Dan’s co-host and credited 
him for being her mentor.

 

Dan Coughlin is the proud recipient 
of the third Westlake World Partners 
Founders Award.

Photo by Egon Luengo
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A Unique Offering:  
Drive-Thru Ashes 
By Bill Cowles

One Rocky River church brought 
itself to the curb to serve Ash 
Wednesday commuters with the 
mark of the cross, signifying the 
beginning of Lent, the Christian 
season of repentance.

Ignoring the bone-chilling cold 
and icy footing, Rocky River United 
Methodist Church’s Rev. Dan Bogre 
and Pastor Paul Bennett went car to 
car during the morning and evening 
rush hours on Ash Wednesday 

(February 10) to serve individuals 
heading to work, parents taking 
kids to school, and anyone else who 
happened to drive by. Volunteers 
stood along the street with signs 
announcing the offer of ashes, 
a personal prayer, and a Lenten 
blessing.

Some who drove in said that they 
had gone to their home churches and 
ashes weren’t offered, so they came 
here. More than 50 cars streamed 
through the church’s parking lots as 
commuters took advantage of this 
unique drive-thru offering.

Rev. Dan Bogre stated, “Many 
people who either don’t have a 
church home, or who couldn’t 
attend a convenient service on 
Wednesday, wanted a quick and easy 
way to receive ashes on the way to 
work, school, or home. Our mission 
is to help people meet Jesus Christ 
in the midst of their story, so we 
were in our parking areas to offer 
ashes, words of encouragement, 
and information about the Lenten 
season. We believe it’s important 
for people to understand how their 
story and Christ’s story can come 
together during this season leading 
to Easter.” •

Bill Cowles is Communication 
Ministry Team Leader, Rocky River 
United Methodist Church.

Volunteers braved the cold to direct 
people to the Drive-Thru Ashes area.
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needs and makes sure that every parent of a preschooler enrolled in the 
district knows how to find resources if needed. Miner understands the 
importance of education and the power of a strong support network. She 
is a true believer in the positive impact Connecting for Kids can have on 
families.

Stacy will be among the volunteers at the 5th annual Connecting for Kids 
Meet and Greet featuring therapists, programs and camps on Thursday, 
April 14 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Don Umerley Civic Center, 
21016 Hilliard Blvd. in Rocky River. This free, public event is designed for 
families to learn more about local resources available for their child who is 
struggling. More than 60 local pediatric professionals and organizations will 
be participating. For more information, visit www.connectingforkids.org/
meetandgreet or call 440-250-5563. •

Lorilynn Wolf is Communications Director, Connecting for Kids.

Miner from page 1

as it represents about 13.5% of the department’s total budget and allows us to 
staff the station with 6 firefighter and paramedics 24 hours a day. A failure 
of the levy would be devastating and threaten our staffing levels.  

Our fire department has worked very hard in maximizing efficiencies in 
operations and has shown little to no increase in its operating budget for 
the past several years. However, during that same time our responses  to 
emergency events has continued to grow. We ended the year 2010 with 1,820 
emergency service calls, and last year we ended with 2,306, an increase of 
27% in 5 short years. This trend shows no sign of slowing and we expect to see 
an increase in call volume yet again from 2015 to 2016. 

The support that residents have shown to our department over the 
past years by continuing to renew the levy is appreciated more than I can 
ever express. I can only thank you repeatedly and tell you that it has been 
essential to the safety of our community and to the safety of our firefighters.

I humbly ask for your continued support in voting “for” issue 6 (the 
Fairview Park Fire Renewal Levy) in the March primary. Thank you. •

Tony Raffin is the Fire Chief for the City of Fairview Park.

Fire Levy from page 1

Ohio Rose from page 1
At the conclusion of the celebration, 
Sean announced Cincinnati 
resident Kathleen Rose O’Donnell 
as the 2016 Ohio Rose while Dan 
enjoyed the show. 

Westlake World Partners is the 
non-profit group that promotes 
international friendships while 
furthering educational, cultural and 
civic exchange between Westlake 
and its Sister Cities of Tralee, Ireland 
and Kingsville, Ontario, Canada.  
WWP manages the Ohio Rose 
Centre in affiliation with The Rose 
of Tralee International Festival.

The Festival celebrates the hopes, 
aspirations and accomplishments 
of young, modern Irish women 
everywhere. The Ohio Rose 
Centre is one of nearly 70 affiliates 
throughout Ireland and worldwide. 
The high point of The Rose of Tralee 
International Festival comes when 
one young lady from a group of 32 
finalists is named as the “Rose of 
Tralee.” •

Kathleen Rose O’Donnell of Cincinnati 
exudes the thrill of being chosen as 
the 2016 Ohio Rose while 2014 Ohio 
Rose Grainne Mangan, originally from 
Westpark, shares the joy of the occasion. 

Photo by Egon Luengo

S O M E  C H O I C E S  F O R

FISH FRY
FRIDAYS

American Legion Post 421
22001 Brookpark Road, Fairview Park
February 12—March 25, 4:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Perch Dinner, $11; Cod Dinner, 
$9; Shrimp Dinner, $9; and Pierogi Dinner, $7. Dinners served with french fries 
or pierogies. Children 12 and under - Mac & Cheese, $3. For more information, 
call 440-734-1020.

Fairview Park Senior Center
20769 Lorain Rd, Fairview Park
February 12 to March 18, 4:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. Dine in or carry out. Choice 
of four adult dinners with all the trimmings: beer battered cod, lake perch, 
butterfly shrimp, or pierogi dinner with grilled onions. Adult dinners are $8.00; 
kid’s Mac & Cheese, $4.00. All dinners come with dessert! Feel free to phone-in 
your carry-out order by calling 440-356-4437. Cash only.

Magnificat High School
20770 Hilliard Blvd., Rocky River
February 26 and March 11, 5:00 p.m . to 7:30 p.m. Choices include 1/2 lb. Lake 
Perch/Shrimp or combo, pierogies. Beer or wine available for purchase. Adults, 
$13; seniors, $10; children, $5 (pizza or mac & cheese). For more information, 
call 440-331-1572.

Our Lady of Angels Church
3644 Rocky River Drive, Cleveland
February 12 to March 25, 4:30 p.m. to 6 p.m. Two pieces of fried or baked cod 
with fries, coleslaw, and roll w/ butter or 8-piece shrimp dinner. Homemade 
pierogies, Mac & Cheese, cabbage and noodles and clam chowder. Dessert 
available for purchase and free coffee. Fish Dinner, $8.50; Shrimp Dinner, $9. 
For more information, call 216-252-2332 or visit olangels.org.

St. Mel’s Church
14436 Triskett Road, Cleveland
February 10 and the Fridays of Lent February 12 to March 25, 4:30 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Baked Haddock Dinner, $10; Fried Tilapia, $10-1, $12-2; Mac & Cheese, 
$8; and Pierogi (3), $8.50. Complimentary beverage and dessert are offered 
to dine-in customers. A la carte items are available. For carryout, call 216-
671-9833 - phone orders taken after 3 p.m. for pick-up after 4:30 p.m. For 
additional information, call 216-941-4313.

Springvale Golf Course & Ballroom
5871 Canterbury Road, North Olmsted 
February 12—March 25, 4 p.m. to 8 p.m. Each week during Lent, Springvale 
hosts a new volunteer organization to serve the fish fries! In return, all tips 
will be donated to their organization. Early Bird Senior (4 p.m. to 5 p.m.), $10; 
Senior, $11; Adult, $12; and Kid’s dinner, $9. Fried or baked cod and shrimp. 
For more information, call 440-777-0678.
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RR Chamber Music Society Presents an 
Evening of Bach and Ravel
By Carol Jacobs

The Rocky River Chamber 
Music Society takes great 
pleasure in presenting 
Christopher Costanza, cellist 
from the St. Lawrence String 
Quartet, and his special 
guest, violinist Peter Otto, on 
Monday, March 14 at 7:30 p.m. 
Our last concert on February 
1 featured six musicians, our 
benefit concert on February 
14 had ten, and our upcoming 
concert will have two, thereby 
testifying to the variety of 
chamber music ensembles. 
The venue for this concert, as it 
has been for the past 52 years, 
is the excellent acoustical 
environment at West Shore 
Unitarian Universalist Church, 
20401 Hilliard Boulevard in Rocky 
River

The program will feature works 
from the Baroque and Modern 
eras, including two Suites for Solo 
Cello by Johann Sebastian Bach 
composed around 1720. They will 
bookend Maurice Ravel’s Sonata for 
Violin and Cello, a work composed 
in 1920-1922, two centuries after 
Bach’s Suites. Christopher Costanza 

has had a special interest in Bach’s 
Suites ever since he began the serious 
study of cello at age 11. Recently, 
he realized a lifelong dream and 
established a website that showcases 
his recordings of the six Suites, along 
with commentary, history, web 
links, and additional Bach-related 
resources (http://costanzabach.
stanford.edu/). 

For the past 20 years, Christopher 
has enjoyed an exciting career as 
soloist, chamber musician, and 
teacher. He has won numerous 

awards and performed widely 
in the U.S., Canada, South 
America, Europe, and Asia. 
His discography includes 
recordings on the EMI/
Angel, Naxos, Innova, Albany, 
Summit, and ArtistShare 
labels. He received a Grammy 
nomination in 2006 for his 
recording of major chamber 
works for winds and strings by 
Mozart. 

Peter Otto will join 
Christopher in the 
performance of Ravel’s Sonata 
for Violin and Cello. Peter was 
appointed First Associate 
concert master of The 
Cleveland Orchestra in 2007, 
and made his solo debut with 

that ensemble in 2010. 
There is no admission charge for 

the concert and all are welcome. For 
further information, please call 440-
333-4296, visit our website at www.
rrcms.org, or follow us on Facebook 
and Twitter. •

Carol Jacobs was archivist for The 
Cleveland Orchestra for 17 years, and 
most recently was curator of the Cowan 
Pottery Museum at Rocky River Public 
Library for seven years.

Christopher Costanza, cellist

BW3 Hosts West Shore Chamber

Nancy Kelly, Executive Director John Sobolewski, Cristina Bertero, Judie 
Cunningham and Dr. Neil enjoying the Power of More get-together.

Seeking Ideas 
to Make RR a 
Better Place

Each year, the Rocky River 
Women’s Club raises thousands of 
dollars through their Holiday Home 
Tour and other fundraising efforts. 
The group disburses these monies 
directly back into our community. 
In recent years funding has helped 
with new playground equipment, 
transportation costs for the senior 
center vans, food and supplies for 
the RR Assistance Program, special 
programming for schools and 
libraries, and so much more!

Private residents, businesses, 
non-profits, and community 
organizations alike are invited 
to request funding. We consider 
proposals that will benefit multiple 
Rocky River residents. The deadline 
is March 15. To download an 
application, go to http://www.rrwc.
org/request-funding.

For questions, or more information 
about the Rocky River Women’s 
Club, visit www.rrwc.org. •

TheRockportObserver.com   |   Become a member.
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Sustainability Forum Series Continues in March 
By Matthew Hrubey

Representatives from three local 
Green Teams - Fairview Park, Bay 
Village, and Rocky River - gathered 
on February 16 for a sustainability 
forum on the topic of single-use 
plastic bags. The speaker was 
Cuyahoga Councilwoman Sunny 
Simon, who addressed the logistics 
of implementing a plastic bag fee 
in Cuyahoga County. Studies show 
such a fee results in a 50%-to-79% 
reduction in single-use bags.

This process, not likely to move 
forward until 2017, would follow 
in the footsteps of cities across 
America and the world that have 
used economic incentives to 
foster environmental stewardship. 
Simon identified the efforts of 
Montgomery County, Maryland, 
as a community to model. Thank 
you to Councilwoman Simon for 
her time and candor and to Lisa 
McMonagle, Fairview Park Green 
Team volunteer, for coordinating 

the forum.
Building on the success of the 

February forum, the Fairview Park 
Green Team will host a second 
sustainability forum on Tuesday, 
March 22 at 7:00 pm in the Dunson 
Community Room at Fairview Park 

City Hall, 20777 Lorain Road. This 
forum – Simple Steps to Natural 
Lawn Care & Stormwater Drainage 
Solutions – will showcase ways 
homeowners can act to improve 
water quality in the Rocky River 
and Lake Erie watersheds.

The March 22 forum will 
feature two speakers. Mel Hauser 
is an employee of Good Nature 
Organic Lawn Care and a longtime 
advocate for preserving, protecting, 
and restoring the Rocky River 
watershed. He will speak about 
organic lawn care treatments 
and why making this switch is 
beneficial to the environment. Amy 
Brennan is a founding member of 
the Fairview Park Green Team with 
substantial experience working 
with homeowners to manage 
stormwater on their property. 
Brennan will discuss different ways 
to better manage stormwater on 
your residential property, including 
rain barrels, rain gardens, and 
downspout disconnection. •

Matthew Hrubey is a member of the 
Fairview Park Green Team, a volunteer 
group of residents striving for a more 
sustainable community. 

A beautiful way to manage stormwater.
Photo by American Public Works Association

Like Bargains? Love Our Book Sale!

By Kitty Sommers

The Women’s Committee of Rocky River Public 
Library hosts an ongoing book sale in the lobby of 
the library. Recent bestsellers, Pulitzer-prize winning 
novels, children’s popular and classic literature, as well 
as a host of nonfiction (ranging from cookbooks and 
travel guides to antiques and decorating) are snapped 
up almost as soon as they hit the shelves. DVDs, CDs 
and audiobooks abound! Prices generally range from 
50¢ to $1.00 for new and nearly new items. Proceeds 
from the book sale are donated by the Women’s 
Committee to add equipment, furnishings and other 
improvements to the library. •

Please support 
our advertisers; 

they’re here  
for you.



THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER  |  VOL 03, ISSUE 9  |  MARCH 2016    5

 Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com 

COMMUNITY NEWS & EVENTS

THE DESK SET
19920 Detroit Road, Rocky River  |  440.333.0457

www.thedesksetrockyriver.com

Fine Stationery • Gifts • Greeting Cards

By Kevin Madzia

Spring weather is just around the 
corner, and to help you celebrate and 
Get Your Spring Rolling, Century 
Cycles is having its annual Spring 
Kick-Off Party on Friday, March 4 at 
7:00 p.m. The Century Cycles bicycle 
shop is located at 19955 Detroit Road 
in Rocky River. The event is free and 
open to the public.

Guests can enjoy complimentary 
food and beverages, including two 
different beers custom-brewed by 
the Century Cycles staff at The Brew 
Kettle in Strongsville. Each visitor 
will also receive one entry into a 
raffle drawing for prizes of cool 
bicycling clothing and accessories.

Century Cycles is serious about 
doing everything it can to help 

maintain our environment. This 
means not only riding bikes and 
helping customers ride their bikes 
more often, but also recycling and 
using less of what can’t be recycled. 
For the Spring Kick-Off Party, 
the company is focusing on one 
particular item: plastic shopping 
bags.

Studies show that people around 
the world use over one million 
plastic bags per minute, or over 
750 billion every year. The average 
American household brings home 
over 1,500 plastic shopping bags per 
year. Scientists estimate that every 
square mile of ocean contains 46,000 
pieces of floating plastic. Plastic 
bags take more than 1,000 years to 
decompose in the environment, and 
production of only 14 plastic bags 

uses the same amount of petroleum 
as it takes to drive a car one mile.

To encourage everyone to Bag the 
Bags and reduce, reuse, and recycle 
plastic shopping bags, Century 
Cycles is offering extra chances to 
win in the prize raffle. For every 
bag full of plastic shopping bags 
that a guest brings to the party, he 
or she will get one extra ticket for 
the raffle (limit of 10 extra tickets 
per attendee). The prize drawings 
will be held at 8:30 p.m., and winners 
must be present. Everyone who 
brings any plastic bags will receive 
a free Century Cycles Reusable 
Grocery Bag! •

Kevin Madzia is the Information 
Technology Manager and a Bicycle Fit 
Specialist for Century Cycles.

Century Cycles Re-Usable Grocery Bag 
(also available in Blue or Green)

Century Cycles’ Annual Spring Kick-Off Party

Swim-a-Thon to Benefit Two 
Organizations
By Lynn Donaldson

Girls with Sole and the Rotary Club of Lakewood and Rocky River will be 
the beneficiaries of support from the sixth annual Swim-a-Thon on March 
13 at the Rocky River Recreation Center pools from 8:30 a.m. to 10:30 a.m.

Swimmers or those wishing to make a pledge should contact Harlan 
Radford, Rotarian and event coordinator, at harlanrjr@yahoo.com. The 
recreation facility is located at 21012 Hilliard Blvd.

Last year, nearly $3,000 was raised for the two organizations. Eighteen 
swimmers participated. In addition, there were 10 volunteers who provided 
supervision and registration and students from Rocky River High School 
who served as life guards and received service hour credits.

Girls with Sole is a Rocky River non-profit that is committed to providing 
programs to empower the minds, bodies and souls of girls who are at risk 
or have experienced abuse of any kind. Rotary is a worldwide organization 
that fosters the ideal of service, assisting people locally and across the globe.

Additional information on these two organizations can be found at www.
girlswithsole.org and www.lakewoodrockyriverrotary.org. •

By Bob Hulligan

The Lakewood High Class of 1971 is having their 45th Reunion on June 10 
and 11. Friday night at 6 p.m. there will be a gathering at VOSH in Lakewood 
with a cash bar. This event is free. On Saturday, there will be a picnic at 4:00 
p.m. All food will be  provided for a cost of only $15.00 per person.

RSVP with you check for $15.00 to LHS Class of 1971, 1311 Marlowe Avenue, 
Lakewood, Ohio 44107 by May 15. Let us know which event you will be 
attending, and it should be both. Any questions contact Sandra (McClintok) 
Reegan at Sandew1111@cox.net. •

Lakewood High Class of 1971 
Reunion

A Better Fish Fry
By Lisa Sweeney

When you walk up to the seafood 
counter at the Whole Foods Market 
in Rocky River, you’ll find a team 
swimming in knowledge. Led by 
Geoff Crump, the team of four is 
sourcing some of the freshest fish 
in Northeast Ohio. In fact, not 
only can the team often trace the 
seafood to the boat it was caught on 
– occasionally they can tell you the 
name of the fisherman who caught 
it!

It’s that level of traceability 
and commitment to sustainable 
fishing that led Whole Foods to the 
Marine Stewardship Council (MSC). 
Whole Foods was one of the first 
American companies to support 
and participate in the MSC Program, 
a non-governmental organization 
that promotes sustainable fisheries 
and responsible fishing practices 
worldwide.

“It’s really a win-win for customers 
– because they can enjoy halibut 
tacos or hard-to-find harpoon 
swordfish without destroying our 
natural ecosystems,” said Crump.

Whole Foods wants to make it easy 
to make good choices. Wild-caught 
seafood sold in its stores is from 
fisheries that are either certified 

sustainable by the 
MSC or have been 
rated “Green” 
or “Yellow” by 
the Monterey 
Bay Aquarium 
Seafood Watch® 
Program and The 
Safina Center. 
“You won’t find 
Orange Roughy 
in our stores 
because it’s rated 
Red,” said Crump. 
“This typically 
means a species 

is being overfished, or harvested 
in ways that are damaging to the 
environment or other species.”

The Seafood Team cautions not 
to overlook responsibly-farmed 
fish. “Farmed fish sometimes get a 
bad rap due to the use of chemicals, 
growth hormones, antibiotics not to  
 

mention poultry and mammalian 
by-products in the feed,” said 
Crump. “We only source farmed 
seafood from facilities that don’t use 
those practices.”

Seafood is on the menu for many 
Northeast Ohioans this time of year 
and there are plenty of options that 
taste great at Whole Foods. The Pub, 
Hot Bar, Lunch Special offer fish 
dishes and sandwiches on Fridays. 
And, you can always ask the Seafood 
Team to steam-to-order a piece of 
salmon, shrimp or any other item!

“Our efforts – our customer’s 
efforts at demanding sustainable, 
responsibly farmed seafood 
will hopefully encourage other 
companies to follow suit,” said 
Crump. “And, that’s really neat. 
We’re making change happen.” •

Lisa Sweeney is Marketing Team 
Leader at Whole Foods Market in Rocky 
River. She lives in Rocky River.

The Seafood Department at Whole Foods Market in Rocky 
River.



6    THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER  |   VOL 03, ISSUE 9  |  MARCH 2016

 Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com 

SMALL BUSINESS

Is Tipping Becoming Obsolete? 

Dr. Perry Haan

By Perry Haan

Recently some restaurants and 
other service businesses have started 
to ask customers not to tip their 
staff. Moreover, the Food Channel 
predicted a no-tipping future on its 
list of 2016 Top Ten Trends.

The Servers
“I feel this strategy will be a 

win-win for both the customers 
and the servers. Servers can now 
focus on working together as a 
team by sharing job duties and not 
getting territorial,” according to 
Teresa Miller, Associate Professor 
of Hospitality Management & 
Marketing at Tiffin University. 
“Servers won’t have to worry about 
getting “stiffed” and can concentrate 
on giving customers the best service 
possible.” Thus, service jobs would 
become more professional.

Some shrewd restaurant servers 
have discovered ways that research 
shows can increase tips without 
necessarily providing better service. 
The more common ploys include 
touching customers on shoulder or 
hand, crouching at the table to get 
to eye level with diners, and drawing 

smiley faces on checks. Smiley faces 
only work for female servers.

Female servers also have some 
advantages not related to service 
such as being a blonde, wearing a 
flower in their hair, and wearing red. 
Men especially leave larger tips for 
women servers wearing red.

Technology is playing a role in 
moving to no tipping. Chip and PIN 
credit cards discourage tipping by 
keeping customers from being able 
to write in a tip on a paper receipt.

Tipping can cause much 
variability in employees’ incomes. 
Paying employees a wage that does 
not depend on tips can make the 
amount of take home pay more 
predictable for both employees and 
restaurant owners.

To increase the pay of servers 
who do not receive tips, many 
restaurants are increasing prices or 
adding service fees to the bill.

The Customers
No tipping started in high-

end international restaurants in 
larger U.S. cities. Tipping is much 
less common in Asia and Europe, 
so restaurants with a significant 
international clientele did not want 

to offend customers by expecting 
them to tip.

Restaurants with a no-tipping 
policy report that it has taken a 
while for customers to catch on. 
Eventually though, customers 
appreciate not having to rate the 
server and the absence of post-
meal math to calculate how much 
to leave. It simplifies the customer 
experience.

Customers behavior is part of 
the reason for this move away 
from tipping. A recent survey 
from consumer research firm 
Vouchercloud.net shows that 46% of 
Americans are tipping less now than 
five years ago.

Not everyone agrees that the 
no-tipping trend is good. Tipping 
for good service is an ingrained 
consumer habit that will be difficult 
to change.

“I think one question customers 
are now asking is if this strategy will 
decrease the service and hospitality 
delivered by servers,” said Miller. 
Many people believe that providing 
motivation for a larger tip is good. 
Customers feel like they can express 
their satisfaction with the service 
experience.

In addition, many small local 
restaurants and other service 
providers, like nail and hair salons 
that run on razor-thin margins, 
use tips to help their cash flow. In 
slow times, paying a higher wage 
to service providers in an empty 
restaurant or salon could become 
quite expensive.

The days of consumers having to 
worry about how much of a tip to 
leave appear to be numbered. •

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship and 
former Dean of the Business School at 
Tiffin University. He resides in Rocky 
River and can be reached at 419-618-
2867 or haanpc@tiffin.edu.
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HEALTH

Dr. Bryan Ruocco

Wellness Doc 

Do You Have Digestive Troubles?
By Bryan Ruocco

Each year, millions of Americans 
are diagnosed with digestive 
disorders, ranging from the 
occasional upset stomach to the more 
life-threatening colorectal cancer. 
Digestive disorders encompass 
illnesses of the gastrointestinal tract, 
the liver, gallbladder, and pancreas, 
all of which play an important role 
in digestion. 

The early warning signs of poor 
digestion include gas, bloating, 
heartburn, acid reflux, chronic 
constipation, hemorrhoids, upset 
stomach, cramps and frequent 
diarrhea, to name but a few. What I 
have learned over the past 13 years 
in practice is that these symptoms 
are thought to be a normal aspect 
of life or the aging process. This 
couldn’t be further from the truth. 

There is nothing normal about 
everyday gas, bloating after meals, 
going a day or two without a bowel 
movement, having burning in 
your throat and chest and having 
a burping war at the dinner table.  
Although very common, these 
symptoms are the warning signs 
of poor digestion and must not be 
ignored.  

Our digestive system is the 
centerpiece of our health. More 
important, the use of chemical 
agents and pills to suppress and 
mask these warning signs is not 
a recipe for good health. We must 
address these symptoms at the root 
of the problem. 

Understanding healthy digestion 
is important. Everyday your 
digestive system helps you sustain 
life and energy. Those who suffer 
with digestive trouble need to realize 
that theses problems could be the 
source of other health conditions 
as well, such as low energy, sleep 
trouble, skin trouble and even back 
and hip pain. During my career, the 
majority of skin cases that I have 
seen have had some connection to 
poor digestive health. And, I am 
seeing an increasing number of back 
and hip pain cases related to poor 
digestive health. 

So, how do we put a stop to this 
health epidemic and help those 
who are suffering needlessly? In 
my opinion, we need to educate 
our community on how to restore 
balance and health to our digestive 
systems. If you have eaten a standard 
American diet, used aspirin for 
any period of time, taken rounds 

of antibiotic therapy or steroids, 
I can almost guarantee that your 
digestive health is compromised in 
some way.  

Here are a few quick tips that will 
help with digestion.

•  Chew your food properly. The 
breakdown of food and digestion 
starts in your mouth. Chewing 
your food and breaking it down 
well in your mouth will take 
stress off your stomach and 
digestive track. 

•  Avoid processed foods and 
chemical additives. Your 
digestive health starts by what 
you put in your mouth.

•  Take a good quality enzyme 
to aid in digestion. As we age 
our enzyme production declines, 
thus making digestion more 
difficult.  If you are over the age 
of 40, I recommend an enzyme 
supplement, with quality the key 
here.  

Once you understand the role of 
healthy digestion and what it takes 
to have a healthy digestive system, 
you can take the necessary steps 
to fighting and winning the battle.   
Join us on Thursday, April 7 at 7:15 
p.m. at the Panera Bread in Rocky 
River for our Wellness Workshop 

on Healthy Digestion. Here we will 
discuss every aspect of healthy 
digestion as well as the important 
role of probiotics. 

Please call 440-331-4744 to 
register and reserve your seat or 
register by email at tfwellnessdoc@
gmail.com. •

Dr. Bryan Ruocco is a local 
chiropractor and wellness advocate. 
He owns and operates the Power of LIFE 
Wellness Center located in Rocky River. 
Dr. Ruocco graduated from the Life 
Chiropractic College in Marietta, GA. 
He graduated in the top of his class and 
received Magna Cum Laude Honors.

NCH Earns National 
Recognition for Care
By Elizabeth O’Brien

The National Committee for 
Quality Assurance has recognized 
North Coast Health as a NCQA 
Patient-Centered Medical Home, 
Level 3, for using evidence-based, 
patient-centered processes that 
focus on highly coordinated care 
and long-term relationships. By 
enhancing patient engagement and 
improving outcomes, North Coast 
Health earned the highest level of 
recognition.

The NCQA Patient-Centered 
Medical Home is a model of primary 
care that combines teamwork and 
information technology to improve 
care, improve patients’ experience 
of care, and reduce costs. Medical 
homes foster ongoing partnerships 
between patients and their personal 
clinicians. Each patient’s care is 
overseen by clinician-led care teams 
that coordinate treatment across 
the health care system. Research 
shows that medical homes can lead 
to higher quality care, lower costs, 
and improved patient and provider 
reported experiences of care.

“NCQA Patient-Centered 
Medical Home Recognition raises 
the bar in defining high-quality 
care by emphasizing access, 
health information technology 
and coordinated care focused on 
patients,” said NCQA President 
Margaret E. O’Kane. “Recognition 

shows that North Coast Health has 
the tools, systems and resources to 
provide its patients with the right 
care, at the right time.” 

To earn recognition, which is 
valid for three years, North Coast 
Health demonstrated the ability to 
meet the program’s key elements, 
embodying characteristics of the 
medical home. NCQA standards 
aligned with the joint principles of 
the Patient-Centered Medical Home 
established with the American 
College of Physicians, the American 
Academy of Family Physicians, the 
American Academy of Pediatrics 
and the American Osteopathic 
Association.

This is North Coast Health’s 
second Level 3 recognition from 
NCQA, demonstrating its continued 
commitment to quality patient 
care. •

Elizabeth O’Brien is North Coast 
Health Business & Events Director. 
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GOVERNMENT

West Shore Council of Governments  
Meeting of February 10
By LWVGC observer Sally Ebling

This report is not an official 
statement of the League of Women 
Voters.  Mayor Bobst’s office 
prepares official minutes.

Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky 
River), Clough (Westlake), Summers 
(Lakewood), and Sutherland 
(Bay Village). Fiscal Officer 
Renee Mahoney, County Council 
Representative David Greenspan, 
and a fire department representative 
also attended.

Topics discussed were proposed 
RTA service cuts and fare increases 
although ridership is up. A meeting 
is planned for February 23 to discuss 
consolidating fire services in WCOG.  
It was noted that ambulances now 
in use provide many more services 
and capabilities than in the past.

Mayor Sommers provided updates 
on the situation with Lakewood 
Hospital. Patient services are limited 
to Outpatient. Inpatient services 
ended February 5. Jobs in other 
Cleveland Clinic facilities were 

offered to 845 employees.
Energy efficiencies are being 

explored with homeowner 
associations, including wastewater 
management.

November and December 
financials were presented, moved, 
and accepted.

It was mentioned that Whole 
Foods is making food available to 
communities to provide to needy 
residents. •

FP 2016 State of the Community
Fairview Park parents, students, 

business owners, and community 
members are invited to attend the 
first ever State of the Community 
event on Thursday, March 10 at 7:00 
p.m., at the Gemini Center, located 
at 21225 Lorain Road in Fairview 
Park.

Mayor Eileen Patton of the City of 
Fairview Park and Superintendent 
Dr. Bill Wagner of the Fairview Park 
City School District will headline 
the event and present a joint address 
providing the community with a 
status update on the activities and 
accomplishments of their respective 
organizations. Particular emphasis 
will be given to the school district’s 
Fairview Advantage, a newly-
developed framework for student 
success, which aims to deliver 
exceptional services and academic 
programs that challenge the mind  
and instill the joy of learning and 

responsible citizenship.
The event will also include 

interactive booths featuring local 
community organizations and 
student projects. Attendees will 
have the opportunity to win prizes 
including a 2016-17 Athletic Season 

Pass, a Wave Room Pool Party at the 
Gemini Center, a Police Ride-Along, 
lunch with the Mayor and MORE!

The State of the Community event 
is free and open to the public. •

Vote by Mail
Busy voters like to Vote by Mail.  This gives them extra time to study the 

candidates and issues and to cast ballots from the privacy of their homes. If 
you wish to Vote by Mail you must complete an application and send it to 
the Cuyahoga County Board of Elections.  Here’s a link to the vote by mail 
application: http://boe.cuyahogacounty.us/pdf_boe/en-US/Applications/
absenteeApplication2012e.pdf.

Vote by Mail applications are also available at all public libraries.
If you Vote by Mail, remember to return your voted ballot as soon as 

possible. Ballots must be postmarked on, or before, March 14. •

2016 State of the City
If you live, work or conduct business in Rocky River, you won’t want to miss 

a very special luncheon program of the Rocky River Chamber of Commerce 
on Thursday, March 24 at the Westwood Country Club. At the luncheon, 
Mayor Pam Bobst will present the 2016 State of the City address. The Mayor 
will discuss: The financial state of the city, Current and future capital 
projects, the latest news on Rocky River business districts, and Investment 
throughout the community.

Tickets for Chamber members are $20; for non-members, $25 (pre-
payment is required). An RSVP to the Chamber is required by March 21. A 
late fee of $5 will be charged for reservations made after that date. Same day 
reservations and walk-ups will be charged $35. For more information, go to 
rockyriverchamber.com. •

From the Rocky River Chamber of Commerce website.

Mayor Eileen Patton Dr. Bill Wagner

Hillary Clinton 
Campaign Office 
Opens
By Debra Sweeney

Cuyahoga for Hillary campaign 
has opened a Lakewood office to 
support electing the first woman to 
the presidency, Hillary Clinton. The 
office is located at 15729 Madison 
Avenue in the second storefront 
adjacent to Goddess Blessed. Stop 
by the office and join Hillary 
supporters and learn more about the 
campaign and how to get involved. 
For more information, email 
Cuyahoga4Hillary@gmail.com or 
visit us on Facebook at “Cuyahoga 
for Hillary.” •

Mayor Pam Bobst

Our 
Social  

Network?

It keeps Us Connected with the People, 
Issues and Events that Matter to Us

Friends of the Rockport Observer

www.therockportobserver.com

RR Municipal 
Income Tax

The City’s process to convert 
to RITA from CCA for municipal 
income tax administration 
continues. The CCA transaction 
volume is winding down, while the 
RITA activity is ramping up.  As 
of February 16, access to the RITA 
electronic filing services was not 
yet available, but it is expected to 
come online as other steps in the 
conversion process are completed. 

All transactions should be made 
to RITA.  Estimated payments for 
2015 and 2016 may be made to RITA.  
A RITA account number has been 
established for all taxpayers and 
was displayed on the December 7, 
2015 letter sent to you.  Businesses 
should file the 2015 Form W-2 
Reconciliation with RITA. 

Also, only one income tax return 
should be filed for 2015; it should be 
prepared on a RITA tax form. Forms 
are available from the RITA web 
site, Rocky River City Hall and the 
Rocky River Public Library. 

The RITA website is www.ritaohio.
com and the phone number is (800) 
860-7482. 

Remember:
•  the income tax rate of 2.00% 

that became effective January 
1, 2015 will not change with the 
conversion from CCA to RITA 
and;

•  the filing deadline is April 18, 
2016.

Please contact Michael A. Thomas, 
CPA, Director of Finance, City of 
Rocky River at (440) 331-0600 with 
any comments or questions. •
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EDUCATION & LIBRARIES

March 3 at 7:00 p.m. Hip to That 
- a four-piece jazz band - will swing 
the socks off the library! Playing 
jazz standards, crossover charts and 
even a few pop tunes, Hip to That is 
a diverse group that works their 
own flavor into each song they 
perform. Registration required.   

March 9 at 7:00 p.m. Come and 
enjoy Irish Music with Tapped 
Out! Celebrate Irish and American 
music with Tapped Out! The local 
Irish duo of Sarah Pap and John 
Cundiff will entertain with vocals, 
fiddle, bodhran, guitar, mandolin, 
whistle and harmonica. Sponsored 
by The Friends of the Fairview 
Park Branch Library. Registration 
required.  

March 10 at 7:00 
p.m. First Lady 
Mary Lincoln, an 
educated woman 
of her time and 
successful White 
House hostess, 
was better known 

for the press coverage of her tragic 

losses, obsessive personality 
and unwelcome influence into 
the political life of her husband, 
Abraham. Sharon Morrison 
Pinzone, Ph. D. will speak on 
The Press and Mary Lincoln, 
examining the fascinating life of 
this First Lady through her letters.  
Registration required. 

March 16 from 1:00 p.m. to 
3:00 p.m. LinkedIn Advanced 
is aimed at current LinkedIn 
users who understand the basics 
and can navigate the site. Join a 
Career Counselor to learn more 
detailed information about 
LinkedIn profiles and how to 
create a positive presence. This 
career workshop will expand on 
how to manage settings, utilize 
connections to network, join 
groups and more. Registration 
required.  

To register, visit www.
cuyahogalibrary.org or call the 
Fairview Park Branch Library 
at 440-333-4700.

FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH  
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

Rocky River Public Library has launched a new kids-only learning tablet 
for patrons to borrow.

RRPL Launches New Kids-Only 
Learning Tablet!

Rotary Foundation to 
Award Scholarships
By Lynn Donaldson

The Lakewood/Rocky River 
Rotary Foundation is offering 
grants for study in any accredited 
post-high school educational 
institution. Four grants of $2,500 
will be awarded toward the cost of 
one year’s tuition.

Applicants must be a member 
of the 2016 graduating class of any 
accredited high school and be a 
resident of Lakewood or Rocky 
River; be in the top one-third of 
the graduating class; have applied 
to a specific college, university, 

community or junior college, or 
trade or professional school; and 
have no direct relationship to a 
Rotarian or Honorary Rotarian.

Applications must be received 
by 3 p.m. on Monday, April 11. The 
awards will be presented on June 13.

Required information must 
be submitted on the application 
form that can be downloaded or 
completed online at http://www.
lakewoodrockyriverrotary.org. 
Guidelines for submitting the 
application, as well as other criteria, 
are included. •

By Kitty Sommers

Rocky River Public Library just rolled out a new kids-only tablet 
pre-loaded with the apps kids love. The new PLAYAWAY “Launchpad” is 
100% secure and ready to play. From math and monkeys to science and 
superheroes, Launchpads are designed for different age groups. Library 
patrons can borrow up to two tablets in the Children’s Department for a 
one-week loan, with one renewal—as long as no one else has already placed 
a hold on them. It has a very dedicated purpose—and that is literacy! •

Hit the Ground Running at RRPL

Come with your running shoes laced up and Hit The Ground Running 
on March 15 at 7:00 p.m. at Rocky River Public Library. Listen to running 
experts from Second Sole present information on proper running 
technique and form, tips on selecting the best equipment and footwear, 
finding local running clubs, and great running routes and trails. After 
the program, feel free join them for a fun run through the Library 
neighborhood to put some of your newly learned skills to work! •
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THE GOOD LIFE

The Eponymous Antique Shop Owner 

The RR Home Furnishings Loop
By Mitchell Sotka

Cleveland is filled with hot 
spots, from University Circle with 
museums and Severance Hall 
to the near West Side with top-
rated restaurants in Ohio City 
and Tremont. Some of these hot 
spots focus on food, others on 
theater or shopping. If one thing 
has not brought attention to a 
neighborhood, the mere existence 
of the whole has made it a hot spot. 
Unique areas like Chagrin Falls or 
Little Italy are great examples.

Believe it or not, Rocky River has 
also developed into a hot spot. Many 
may say the great restaurants that 
attract River residents and East 
siders alike are the draw. But there 
is another draw too: The “Loop” 
with its many options to help you 
feather your nest. Yes, Rocky River 
is a growing district for home 
furnishings.

The Loop stretches along Detroit 
Road to Wooster, with a quick turn 
on Linda Street to head north and 
find more great resources on Lake 
Road, and then back to Wooster. The 
Loop may be small, but it’s loaded 
with resources and creativity.

If you need art, furniture, 
fabric, accessories, china, window 
treatments, plumbing, cabinets or 
other pieces to complete your home, 
a trip around the Loop is a must. 
Shopping today for many has to 
be fast and convenient. Why head 
to the Internet when a convenient 
stroll around the Loop may provide 
many of your needs. So how can this 
design loop assist you in making 
your house a home?

First, if a professional designer 
is what you need to make the task 
easier and more successful, the 
Loop has more than five interior 
designers to make your decorating 
dream come to life. Plumbing and 

cabinetry on your list? Go to Detroit 
Road to find a new plumbing shop, 
The Cleveland Plumbing Company, 
and Morewood Cabinets. Do you 
need blinds to block out the summer 
sun or Mrs. Kravitz (aka the nosey 
neighbor on “Bewitched“)? if so 
there is Timan’s on Detroit Road. 
These are just a few of the creative 
stores and shops that call Rocky 
River home.

Old Detroit Road has yours truly 
Mitchell Sotka - with more than just 
antique furniture and accessories; 
River Gallery has modern accents; 
and Solari can make your tabletop 
a show stopper. Further down 
Detroit, you’ll come upon Urban 
Home and Garden along with new 
comer Maison by Passage with soft 
goods and case goods to help define 
your style. Across the street on the 
south side, there is Sapphire Pear 
with art, lighting and more, along 
with McDhurries and its fabulous 

selection of area rugs and runners. 
Continuing on Detroit, you’ll find 
Metheny Weir with great products 
to bring new life to your old personal 
treasures.

On Lake Road, across from 
Kensington School, there is Tart with 
fun artist-driven and vintage finds; 
Deborah Cunningham Interiors for 
unique sculpture, garden accessories 
and home accents; and Prim-i-tiv 
with reclaimed and upcycled goods. 
The Loop has artists such as Sheila 
Brown (watercolorist), consignment 
shops, One World Shop and even 
Tuesday Morning.

So if you are looking to be 
inspired, freshening up your home 
or remodeling, remember to explore 
the Loop. The creative Loop is one of 
the reasons Rocky River is a hot spot 
in Northeast Ohio. •

19348 Detroit Rd
Rocky River, OH 44116

Phone: (440) 334-1830
 

Store Hours: 
10am – 6pm, Mon.–Sat.

Winter Clearance - 50% OFF

The Rockport Observer is written and edited by volunteers, and 
exists to help build the community and support an environment 

friendly to the independent businesses that make this area unique. 
When you advertise with us you not only help your business, you also 

do a good deed for the community.
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THE GOOD LIFE

By Colleen Harding

If you have had the opportunity to fly lately, 
you may have noticed that there is very little 
“friendly” in the sky. In fact, flying has become 
rather chaotic and abrasive at times. Passengers are 
shuffled from line to line and expected to maintain 
a calm disposition when told that a flight has been 
canceled or delayed for some ambiguous reason. 

There was a time when flying was considered 
prestigious and elegant, reserved for only those who 
could afford a little luxury. People got dressed up 
and enjoyed a lovely meal in between destinations. 
If a snafu presented itself, people were treated to an 
upgrade or a sincere apology that was accompanied by a complimentary 
beverage, at the least. 

Those days seem to be long gone. Nevertheless, there is still proper protocol 
for flying. If everyone paid a little more attention to being polite, perhaps it 
might reduce frustrations and improve the overall experience.

Here are a few recommendations to consider:
1. Wait your turn.
2.  Don’t fill the overhead compartment because you don’t want to pay for 

your oversized bag. 
3.  Arrive early enough to be civilized when disruptions and changes 

present themselves. Being unkind to other passengers and airline staff 
because you didn’t allow for yourself enough time is rude.

4.  If you are sitting next to someone who has been separated from his or 
her travel partner, offer to switch seats. 

5.  If you notice someone who is uncomfortable in a center or window seat, 
offer to switch seats. Occasionally someone gets a seat that is obviously 
too confining. Be kind. 

6. Turn off your cell phones and computers when requested. 
7.  If you are traveling with small children, do your best to keep them 

occupied. 
8.  Be considerate when bringing food onto the plane. Strong smelling food 

can be nauseating to those around you. 
9.  Be careful with alcohol. You may be on vacation, but the passenger next 

to you might be getting ready for an important meeting.
10.  Be considerate and polite of those around you. Ask before you drop 

your seat back. Use please and thank you to flight attendants. Let 
passengers who are late for a connection depart the plane before you. 

Flying can be challenging these days, but a little politeness goes a long 
way. Although we can’t control late or canceled flights or how the airlines’ 
staff treat us, we can control how we respond to these situations and to each 
other. •

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,  
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding.”

The Etiquette Corner

Airplane Protocol: Put 
Friendly Back into TravelBy Tim Piai

March is when the Cleveland 
International Film Festival (CIFF) 
sweeps in like a movie star hero 
and saves us from our own Hi-
Def hibernation. Call it “Winter 
Washout”, “Slush Syndrome,” or 
anything you want, but it’s a fact 
that even the most ardent film fan 
is vulnerable to some sort of couch–
based collapse that leaves one 
craving nothing more than  a remote 
control and a family-size bag of 
Ruffles for the winter homestretch.

It’s a powerful feeling – this 
hypnotic house arrest. One minute 
you’re popping corks well past 
midnight on New Year’s Eve, and the 
next thing you know, it’s March and 
you’re in your pajamas before the 
Cavs game starts.

For weeks, it seems that my nightly 
ritual finds me in my basement 
folding clothes and surfing channels 
– utterly captivated by a slew of 
obscure reality shows – ranging 
from wild boar tracking to gem 
prospectors to people who rummage 
through storage spaces (the latter 
is the moment when I realized that 
America had literally lost its mind).

This winter, as my cultural pulse 
finally decelerated to sub-human 
standards, I realized that there are 
no less than seven reality shows 
about Alaska, with topics such as 
real estate, law enforcement, and 
survival. I’ve seen them all. They’re 
all oddly compelling. Three loose 
deer in our neighborhood is a 

nuisance, but a rogue moose on the 
streets of Anchorage is must-see TV. 
Eventually, it dawned on me that 
I’ve been locking myself away from 
winter to watch endless hours of…
winter.   

So where does the CIFF come in? 
One day the program guide just 
arrives in the mail. I turn off the TV, 
take a refresher course on how to 
read, and dive into CIFF’s guide of 
movies and documentaries.

Ten-plus days of entertainment 
and enlightenment from all over the 
world - Barcelona, The Philippines, 
Sierra Leonne, and, yes, some cold 
places too. It’s like a rocket sled (or a 
toboggan) ride around the world.

And the kicker of all kickers? 
Because so many of these movies are 
free from million-dollar marketing 
ideas and Hollywood meddling, the 
fictional narratives are usually far 
more authentic than a dozen TV 
“reality” shows put together.  

All that’s required is to pick the 
flicks and buy the tixs. (Do it early, 
by the way.) And, remember, you 
always run the risk of missing the 
mark on a festival film. But this is 
about getting out of your comfort 
zone.

So shake off the permafrost, and 
hit the CIFF. Before you know it, 
you’ll be experiencing the kind of 
films that stick in your mind far, far 
longer than any reality TV show. •

Tim Piai is a freelance writer living 
in Rocky River.

On the Light Side

Reel Relief 

A Tale of Irish Ingenuity 
By Peggy Calvey Patton 

I never knew my grandparents, 
never even saw a picture of them. I 
was a child of immigrants, raised in 
an enclave of the newly arrived Irish. 
I didn’t have a relationship with my 
grandparent because they lived 
some 3,000 miles away.

But there was one story in my 
family history that I think had 
a long-reaching effect on all the 
descendants of my family. It is the 
story of my great grandfather’s visit 
to Cleveland.

Thomas (Tommie) English was 
born in 1847 on Achill Island, off 
the western coast of County Mayo. 
He married in 1867 and had eight 
children. My grandmother Bridget 
English Moran was the eldest child. 
Great grandmother Mary died in 
1908.    

Tommie had a first cousin also 

named Thomas English who had 
immigrated to Cleveland many 
years before. He became a Cleveland 
Policeman, rose high in the ranks 
and retired with honors.

In 1910, Cleveland’s Thomas 
decided to return to Ireland for a 
year, an arduous trip in the early 
20th century—a day-long train ride 
from Cleveland to New York City, a 
seven-to-ten day sea voyage, and 
because cars were not yet in Ireland, 
a horse-drawn carriage or cart ride 
from Cobh in County Cork to Achill 
Island in County Mayo. The journey 
probably took more than two weeks.

One night while drinking pints 
of Guinness’s, the two cousins 
decided that since Cleveland’s 
Thomas English would not be using 
his passport for the year, Ireland’s 
Thomas English would use it to visit 
his son John, who had immigrated 
to Cleveland in 1905. Both men were 

widowers in their early sixties. The 
exchange was made and both men 
used that year to visit with their 
families and friends.

It was very difficult to get a 
passport in those days. It was 
assumed that any applicant wanted 
to live permanently in America and 
he or she had to be sponsored by 
a relative and have a job lined up. 
Travel to visit relatives was very 
rare.  

Amazingly, both men lived 
out the year uneventfully! Great 
grandfather Thomas English 
returned to Ireland with his cousin’s 
passport and then Cleveland’s 
Thomas English returned to the U.S.

Tommie English, my ancestor, 
became known as “The Yank” after 
the exchange because he answered 
questions with “yeah” and other 
Americanisms that he had picked 
up. He was the first “blow in” in 

our family and he started the 
transatlantic visits that continue 
in our family today, six generations 
later.  

Tommie passed on his sense of 
adventure and love of family to 
forge a bond that is unbroken. My 
great niece Carrie Hearns relocated 
to Ireland this past year. Cousins 
Mary and Marty Kilbane of Achill 
are now raising their families in the 
Cleveland area. We’ve exchanged 
visits between the Calveys, Morans, 
Hearns, McManamons, Mangans and 
the English families on the American 
side and the Bradley’s, the Joneses 
and too many Kilbanes on both sides 
to count. There have been at least 
two or three visits a year between us 
for the last three decades. Of course, 
we all have our own passports now. •

Peggy Calvey Patton is a freelance 
writer. She lives in West Park.

Colleen Harding

Shopping local keeps more of your money 
circulating in the community.

Your merchants are your neighbors too!
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ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
March 1 at 1:00 p.m. Join us for an 
inspirational book discussion of 
“I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood 
Up for Education and Was Shot by 
the Taliban” by Malala Yousafzai. 
The youngest recipient of the 
Nobel Peace Prize, Malala, a young 
Pakistani student, is an advocate for 
women’s rights and education who 
survived an assassination attempt. 
Come share your thoughts of this 
amazing young woman’s life.

March 3 at 7:00 p.m. Tune In 
Thursday features the Irish-
American band, Marys Lane. 
Bagpipes, harmonica, percussion, 
guitar and vocals will get your St. 
Patrick’s Day celebration off to an 
early and super start. Bring your 
family to share the fun! 

March 7 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Stop by for a Freestyle 
Hangout for students in grades 
3-6. Relax after school and hang 
out with friends. Get creative with 
art supplies and have fun with 
technology, including our Smart 
Board and Electronic Snap Circuit 
Boards.  Drop in as you please!

March 8 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Be a part of Teen Tech Week: 
Galaxy Games. In a Galaxy Game, 
Far, Far Away, you’ll learn how to 
create your own video game using 
GameMaker Studio. We’ll create 
a game that challenges players 
to avoid dark forces and safely 
navigate through an asteroid field, 
yes, even though the odds are 3,720 

to 1! Grades 7 and up. Registration 
required.  

March 9 at 7:00 p.m. Learn the 
art of Zentangle. Instructor Judy 
Montgomery will guide participants 
through the therapeutic and artistic 
process of creating a ‘tangle.’ No 
experience necessary. Registration 
required.

March 10 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Be part of the Cleveland Play 
House Script Club. It’s everything 
you love about a book club, but with 
a play in the spotlight. Register, 
check out the script, read it, then 
join CPH Staff to explore the story, 
characters, and to learn how CPH 
takes the play, “Luna Gale,” from 
page to stage. How do we make the 
right decision when there is no clear 
“right?” It’s a quandary seasoned 
social worker Caroline faces every 
day. But her newest case is proving to 
be her toughest yet, and the fate of 
baby Luna Gale hangs in the balance. 
This play plunges us headfirst into 
the turbulent waters of parenthood, 
faith and love. Registration required. 
You can register online and pick up 
your script at the Reference Desk or 
simply register and pick up at once 
at the Reference Desk.

March 14 at 6:30 p.m. The 
Indie International Film Fest 
continues with “Labyrinth of 
Lies,” a 2014 German drama. This 
story exposes the conspiracy of 
prominent German institutions 
and government branches to cover 
up the crimes of Nazis during World 
War II. Please note that films shown 
have not been rated and should be 
assumed to have mature content. 
Free popcorn!

March 15 at 7:00 p.m. Come with 
your running shoes laced up and 
Hit The Ground Running. Listen 
to running experts from Second 
Sole present information on proper 
running technique and form, tips 
on selecting the best equipment 

and footwear, finding local running 
clubs, and great running routes and 
trails. After the program, feel free 
join them for a fun run through the 
Library neighborhood to put some 
of your newly learned skills to work!

March 16 at 9:30 a.m. Internet 
Street Smarts will teach you some 
of the ever-evolving “street smarts” 
that one can practice to minimize 
the chance of becoming a victim in 
the Digital World.

March 16 at 6:30 p.m. Watch a 
screening of the movie “Brooklyn.” 
An Irish immigrant in 1950s 
New York falls for a tough Italian 
plumber, but faces temptation from 
another man when she returns to 
her homeland for a visit.

March 18 at 2:00 p.m. Why not 
come to the library to Sip, Snack, 
and Craft while you get into the 
knitting groove. You can bring your 
own project or select a suggested 
pattern from the Calendar of Events. 
Registration required.

March 19 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 
p.m. Are you crazy about Legos®? 
Then drop in for the Guild of the 
Brick for ages 5 and older. We 
provide the Legos®, you bring the 
imagination.  

March 21 at 3:30 p.m. Drop in for 
Movie Monday for students in 
grades 3 through 6. We’ll feature 
newly released DVDs, along with 
everyone’s favorite classics. Enjoy 
free popcorn and drinks.    

March 22 at 7:00 p.m. Meet Author 
Jonathan Knight for a behind the 
scenes look at the making of the 

movie “Major League”. He will share 
stories from his book, “The Making 
of Major League: A Juuuust a Bit 
Inside Look at the Classic Baseball 
Comedy.” Q&A followed by book 
signing. 

March 23 from 3:15 p.m. to 5:00 
p.m. Meet up for Get in the Game! 
for students in grades 3 to 6. Hang 
out with your friends, play games 
and munch on snacks.  Be sure to 
try out our new Wii U with games 
like Super Smash Brothers!

March 25 at 12:00 p.m. Watch a 
Movie Matinee featuring a popular 
new release. Popcorn and lemonade 
provided!

March 29 from 6:15 p.m. to 8:15 
p.m.  Be a part of the Adventure 
Gaming Club. Are you looking 
for a place to play your favorite 
adventure games? Pokeman, Yu-
Gi-Oh!, or Magic players, gather 
your cards and join us. Would you 
rather play D&D, Munchkin or 
Settlers of Catan? We’ve got them! 
New to gaming? No problem. 
Grades 7 and up.

The Library will be closed on 
Easter Sunday, March 27.

For additional information, call 
the Rocky River Public Library 
at 440-333-7610 or visit www.
rrpl.org.

Promote your business in Observer newspapers. 
For advertising rates, contact Meg Greenwald  

at m.greenwaldrpo@gmail.com or 440-815-1176.

Attract NEW
Customers in 2016!


