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Rotary Honors 14 West 
Shore Career-Tech Students
By Lynn Donaldson

West Shore Career-Technical 
District Outstanding Student 
Award recipients were honored by 
the Rotary Club of Lakewood and 
Rocky River at its luncheon on 
March 14 at the Don Umerley Civic 
Center.

The 14 students, top performers 
in their Career-Technical programs, 
were chosen for their exemplary 
accomplishments in the classroom, 
school activities, clubs, athletics 
and service in the community. 
Each student exemplifies 
traits of leadership, dedication, 
responsibility, caring, community 
involvement, and initiative.

“The Rotary Outstanding 
Students represent the ‘best of 
the best’ in the West Shore Career 
Technical District. Our teachers and 
staff work tirelessly to give all of our 
students rich academic, technical 
and real world experiences,” 
remarked Bill DiMascio, West 
Shore Career-Technical District 
educational coordinator.

“These students have taken full 
advantage of the opportunities 
afforded to them. No matter what 
path they chose to follow for future 
success, we know they possess the 
relevant knowledge and skills to 
achieve to their fullest potential.”

Parents, employers, work 
supervisors and guests were among 
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Rotary honors top performers in Career-Technical programs.

Birds of Prey

The Perfect Tea with  
the Perfect Nanny
By Jodi Hochevar

Fairview Park Fine Arts and 
Theatre Association is kicking off 
its 2016 season with A Perfect Tea 
with the Perfect Nanny on Saturday, 
April 23 from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. at the 
New Hope Church in Fairview Park. 
Bring a loved one for a traditional 
English Tea with the charming 
Mary Poppins.

All ages, boys and girls welcome! 
Your experience will include an 
etiquette lesson, small craft, live 
music, tea and lemonade and a 
selection of sandwiches and desserts. 
Three themed baskets will be up for 
raffle.

Limited tickets are available 
online at www.fpfata.org. And check 
our website for upcoming events 
as we celebrate the magic of make 

believe. On July 21, 22 and 23, we 
will present our annual Summer 
Production, the name of which will 
be released at a later date. 

Fairview Park Fine Arts and 
Theatre Association is a non-profit 
organization and welcomes your 
support. Donations (see website), 
new members, actors, and volunteers 
always needed. • 

Jodi Hochevar is the Publicity Chair 
for the Fairview Park Fine Arts and 
Theatre Association.

The perfect nanny, Mary Poppins

By Tina Fillinger

All are invited to 
join the Fairview 
Park Garden Club 
on Tuesday, April 12 
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the Fairview Park 
Library to enjoy the 
presentation Birds of 
Prey by The Medina 
Raptor Center. It 
will bring four birds 
- American Kestrel, 
Peregrine Falcon, 
Red-tailed Hawk, and 
Turkey Vulture - for 
viewing. The Center will present 
an informative hour-long talk 
about these birds, their role in the 
ecosystem, and the need to preserve 
their habitat. Items will be available 
to purchase for a donation. This 
event is open to the community. 
Come early--seating is limited.

The purpose of the Fairview 
Park Garden Club is to inspire the 
interest of its members in growing 
flowers and vegetable gardens 
and in promoting community 
beautification. Both the civic gardens 
planted throughout Fairview Park 
and the club’s Showcase Garden 

Awards continue to be a focal 
point of our commitment to the 
community. 

The Fairview Park Garden Club 
meets monthly and, after a short 
business meeting, members turn 
their attention to knowledgeable 
speakers who share their expertise 
on such topics as planting and 
maintaining common garden plants, 
beekeeping, composting, and herb 
gardening. The club also has hands-
on programs to create items ranging 
from bird houses to floral displays.

Membership is open to any one 
who has a love of gardening, from 
working professionals to retirees. • 

Fairview Park Garden Club members show off their 
spring creations, the result of the club’s March activity.

Connecting for Kids Hosts  
Meet and Greet 
By Lorilynn Wolf

More than 60 local, pediatric 
professionals and organizations 
will participate in the 5th Annual 
Connecting for Kids Meet and Greet 
featuring therapists, programs and 
camps.  This free event will be held 
on Thursday, April 14, from 6:30 
p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at the Don Umerley 
Civic Center, 21016 Hilliard Blvd. in 
Rocky River.

The Meet and Greet is designed 
for families to learn about local 
resources, therapies, after-school 
programs and summer camps 
for their child who is struggling 
(with or without a formal 
diagnosis).  Participants can visit 
with representatives from various 
organizations to discuss services and 
explore program options. Desserts 
donated by Buca di Beppo® and 
coffee donated by Starbucks Coffee 
Company will be available.

At the event, Connecting for Kids 
will hand out 20 free Wandering 
Safety Kits to help caregivers 

protect children from the dangers of 
wandering. Research suggests that 
more than half of all children with 
an autism spectrum disorder (ASD) 
diagnosis and many more children 
with other diagnoses (including 
Down syndrome, anxiety, ADHD 
and intellectual disabilities) engage 
in wandering behaviors. This Safety 
Kit includes: GE door/window 
alarms, write-on ID bracelet, 
four laminated stop sign visuals 
and a S.T.O.P. (Supervise - Teach 
- Organize - Protect) wandering 
quick guide. These kits are provided 
in partnership with Westlake 
Porter Public Library with funding 
provided courtesy of Friends of 
Porter Public Library.

For more information and to 
register, visit www.connectingforkids.
org/meetandgreet. For questions 
about the event, please contact 
Laurie Demchak at lauriedemchak@
connectingforkids.org or 440-250-
5563. • 

Lorilynn Wolf is Communications 
Director for Connecting for Kids.
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those in attendance. According to 
Rotarian Nancy Ralls, West Shore 
Career-Technical District career 
development coordinator, this is 
the 19th year the club has honored 
the Outstanding Student Award 
winners.

The Rotary club will present each 
student with a gift card and a plaque 
to honor their achievements at West 
Shore’s annual Career Passport and 
Student Recognition Assembly on 
May 17. Each award recipient is 
automatically nominated to receive 
the “Career-Technical Student of 
the Year Award”. The winner will 
be announced at the Recognition 
Assembly.

West Shore districts are Bay 
Village, Lakewood, Rocky River and 
Westlake. This year West Shore is 

serving 513 students in its workforce 
development programs.

The 2015-16 Outstanding Student 
Award recipients are: Jackson 
Nugent, automotive technology; 
Adam Giffels, business management; 
Brendan Moran, community-based 
training at GFS; Villie Fabinak, 
community-based training at Rae 
Ann; Nicolas Binfield, construction 
trades; Stephen Watkins, culinary 
arts; Heather Rakes, early childhood 
education; Jack Rohde, electronic 
technology; Brittany Condon, 
health careers technology; Owen 
Smith, interactive media; Lay Paw, 
medical office management; Patrick 
McGuinness, networking/Cisco; 
Nicole Harris, engineering/Project 
Lead the Way; and Liam Carroll, 
service occupations training. •

RRPL Partners with International 
Film Fest
By Kitty Sommers

The Rocky River Public Library 
is a Community Partner with 
the Cleveland International Film 
Festival for the presentation of  
“Trenk, The Little Knight” on 
Saturday, April 9 at 11:30 a.m. and 
Sunday, April 10 at 3:50 p.m. at 
Tower City Cinemas.

“Trenk, The Little Knight” is 
a family friendly, animated tale 
showing us that boys and girls 
who aren’t afraid to dream big can 
achieve anything. The film is based 
on best-selling novels by Kirsten 
Boie.

Use the Library’s discount code 
“RRPL” to purchase tickets for 
Trenk, as well as a variety of other 
films. Redeem a $2.00 discount 

online, by phone or in person. For 
information, call the Film Festival 
Box Office at 877-304-FILM (3456). • 

Catch “Trenk, The Little Knight” at the 
Cleveland International Film Festival.
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Pianist Myer Returns to RR 
By Carol Jacobs

The Rocky River Chamber Music 
Society is pleased to usher in spring 
with an evening of art song and 
piano with baritone Mario Diaz-
Moresco and pianist Spencer Myer 
on Monday, May 9 at 7:30 p.m. at 
West Shore Unitarian Universalist 
Church, 20401 Hilliard Blvd. in 
Rocky River. The program will 
feature art songs by Schubert, 
Poulenc, and Schumann, as well 
as solo piano works by Ravel and 
Schumann. 

Mr. Diaz-Moresco is active on both 
recital and operatic stages and has 
been garnering praise for his comic 
flair and resonant baritone. He has 
performed across the country, often 
with pianist Spencer Myer. He has 
also appeared in China at the iSING! 

International Young Artist Festival.  
Diaz-Moresco holds music degrees 
from the University of Colorado-
Boulder and the University of 
Southern California’s Thornton 
School of Music. 

An enthusiastic supporter of 
the education of young musicians, 
Spencer Myer is well known to 
Northeast Ohio audiences. He studied 
at Oberlin College Conservatory and 
The Juilliard School, and received 
his Doctor of Musical Arts degree 
from Stony Brook University in 
2005. He has served on the faculties 
of conservatories at Baldwin Wallace 
University and Oberlin College.  
Mr. Myer is considered one of the 
most important American artists 
of his generation. In 2016, his latest 
recording will be released on the 
Steinway & Sons label. 

As is true of all concerts 
presented by the Rocky 
River Chamber Music 
Society, there is no 
admission charge and all 
are welcome. For further 
information, please call 
440-333-4296. Visit our 
website at www.rrcms.
org, or follow us on 
Facebook and Twitter. •

Pianist Spencer Myer and baritone Mario Diaz-
Moresco performing.

It’s Never Too Late to Learn
By Gail Felix

Life-long learners 
from the Rocky 
River Senior Center 
oil painting class 
under my direction 
have spent the past 
year learning the 
basic skills of oil 
painting. All started 
as novice oil painters 
last March. They 
culminated their 
year-long lessons 
by studying and 
painting works of art 
by “Master Artists” of the past.

We took a field trip to the 
Cleveland Museum of Art’s show 
“Painting the Secret Garden: Monet 
to Matisse” to find inspiration. After 
visiting the exhibit as a class, many 
students returned several times to 
study the painting they had chosen 
to reproduce. They turned their 
focus to how the Master Artists used 
paint, color and brush strokes to 
communicate their interpretations 
of the garden. And who says you 
can’t learn from your elders?

Student artist Laurel Cantleberry 
chose to study and paint a Van 
Gogh because it encouraged her 
to try thick paint and bold colors. 
“I learned a lot about dramatic 
lighting from studying Van Gogh’s 
work,” she shared. Leo Lightner, 
an 87-year-old first time painter, 
enjoyed returning to the museum 

several times to study his chosen 
painting. He said the multiple visits 
“enhanced my ability to see the 
details in the artwork.” This enabled 
him to “fine tune” his painting.

Marilyn Sherako, who chose 
John Singer Sargent’s “Poppies” 
to study and paint, felt that the 
exercise encouraged her to break 
away from small detailed painting 
and adopt a much bolder style. 
Curiosity tweaked, Marilyn took 
the experience one step further by 
doing research on Sargent’s life and 
other works.

I am so very proud of the work my 
students have accomplished. I look 
forward to watching their progress 
in the future. Remember it is never 
too late to learn new skills to express 
your creativity - at any age. •

Gail Felix M.A. is an artist and arts 
educator. She teaches various art classes 
at the Rocky River Senior Center.

“Poppies” by Marilyn Sherako.
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What You Need to Know 
About Zika Virus
By Dan Nicastro

As awareness of the Zika virus 
increases across the U.S., public 
concern is growing about this 
vector-borne illness. While we are 
not experts in the virus itself, we 
are experts in effective mosquito 
control and support efforts to 
educate the public on both Zika 
virus and how to reduce mosquito 
activity. The following is some basic 
information about Zika, how to best 
protect yourself from contact with 
mosquitoes, and resources for up-to-
date information on the virus.

What is Zika Virus Disease?
Zika is a disease caused by the Zika 

virus, spread primarily through the 
bite of an infected Aedes mosquito. 
Mosquitoes become infected when 
they bite a person already infected 
with the virus. Common symptoms 
of the disease include fever, rash, 
joint pain and conjunctivitis.

Doctors hypothesize it can be 
transmitted from a pregnant mother 
to her baby during pregnancy or 
around the time of birth, and it has 
recently been reported to be sexually 
transmittable as well. Although not 
proven, Zika virus is thought to be 
linked to microcephaly, a condition 
that causes severe disfiguration in 
newborns, and potentially Guillain-
Barre Syndrome (GBS).

What is the treatment for Zika?
For people who get sick from 

Zika, the illness is usually mild 
and symptoms disappear within a 
week. However, there is no vaccine 
or specific medicine to treat Zika 
virus at this time. You should see 
your doctor immediately if you feel 
you’ve contracted the disease.

Where is Zika Virus located?
Over 1.5 million cases have been 

discovered in South and Central 
America, where Zika virus is  
active. If you are planning to travel, 
reference the CDC travel alerts for 

current areas of concern.
Although no cases have been 

reported to have originated from 
mosquito bites in the U.S., there have 
been 9 cases of Ohioans acquiring 
Zika, all of which have been from 
traveling outside of the U.S.  Anyone 
who is living in or traveling to an 
area where Zika virus is found who 
has not already been infected with 
Zika virus is at risk for infection, 
including pregnant women.

What can I do to prevent Zika?
The best protection against Zika 

is protection against mosquito 
bites. Professional mosquito 
control services such as the barrier 
treatments offer the best protection 
around your home. In addition 
to this line of defense, you should 
eliminate breeding areas in your 
yard to keep mosquitoes from 
reproducing. Consider the following:

 • Unblock drains and gutters.
 • Avoid accumulating garbage.
 •  Avoid allowing standing water 

to accumulate in any outdoor 
container.

 • Screen windows and doors.
 •  Use mosquito repellant and wear 

protective clothing (long sleeves 
and long pants).

Resources for More Information
 •  Centers for Disease Control and 

Prevention (CDC) - http://www.
cdc.gov/zika/

 •  World Health Organization 
(WHO) - http://www.who.int/
mediacentre/factsheets/zika/
en/

 •  Ohio Department of Health - 
http://www.odh.ohio.gov/zika

For more information about 
Mosquito Joe’s services, which 
include barrier treatments, please 
visit www.suburbancleveland.
mosquitojoe.com or call 440-467-
2060. •

Dan Nicastro is a franchise owner of 
Mosquito Joe, a pest control service. He 
resides in Avon Lake.

The Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™
By Steve Lorenz

Tagged West Park’s Homecoming 
Celebration, the 7th annual The 
Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™ kicks 
off at noon on Saturday, May 14, and 
runs until 8 p.m. on Lorain Avenue in 
the City of Cleveland neighborhood 
of Kamm’s Corners. Lorain Avenue 
will be closed to traffic from West 
165 Street to Rocky River Drive.

“Hooley” is Irish slang for party or 
celebration. This one started out as 
a celebration of the new streetscape 
installed seven years ago. Today, 
The Hooley™ remains an annual 
day of live music, festival food, 
entertainment, and activities for all 
ages, presented by Kamm’s Corners 
Development Corporation.

The opening ceremony begins at 
noon on the Main Stage at Rocky 
River Drive, facing east at Rocky 
River Drive. Expect Irish music, 
including pipes and drums, ballads, 
laments, reels, and an infusion of 
bluegrass and rock music. Here’s 
the entertainment in order of 
appearance: The Pipes and Drums 
of the Cleveland Police; JP & the 
Chatfield Boys; The Whiskey Island 
Ramblers; Cleveland Firefighters 
Memorial Pipes and Drums; Mary’s 
Lane; and The Sunrise Jones close 
out the evening.

The Family Stage at West 165 
Street will provide entertainment 
for the younger crowd. Irish dancers 
from multiple dance schools will 
perform, each showcasing its own 

distinctive style, while wearing 
colorful costumes and ringlet wigs. 
Also on stage will be Newton D. Baker 
School of the Arts, Saint Joseph 
Academy’s Choral, Taylor’s Troupe 
from Gunning Park Recreation 
Center, and the All American 
Karate Studios. Enjoy The West Side 
Irish American Club Pipe Band and 
a DJ spinning tunes and hosting 
interactive audience fun and games 
until 8 p.m.

Nearby will be the Youth Center, 
operated by the West Park YMCA, 
featuring a bounce house, a 30-foot 
tall fire truck slide and engaging 
games and activities for youth of all 
ages. Pop-a-shot returns, operated 
by a local Girl Scout Troop.

Purchase unique goods and pick 

up interesting information from the 
more than 60 booths lining Lorain 
Avenue. Indulge in a variety of 
Hooley™ offerings from more from 
a dozen food vendors. Come hungry! 
All the restaurants will be open, too.

Cleveland Bazaar will host a juried 
handmade arts and crafts show 
on West 168 Street. Bring a tote 
bag for your purchases of unique 
items, including accessories, stuffed 
animals, clothing, beach glass 
jewelry, toys, home decor, and more!

Last year, more that 30,000 people 
visited The Hooley™! Admittance 
is free! A thank you to all of our 
sponsors. •

Steve Lorenz is Executive Director, 
Kamm’s Corners Development. 

Travel and Technology
By Angela Paterek

My first adventure to Europe began in Switzerland in 2013 with family. 
During a get-together in a penthouse overlooking the beautiful Mount 
Pilatus, my cousin, who owns an IT company, started talking to me about 
“wiffey.” As he was talking, my brain was running, “Wiffey, what is wiffey? I 
should know this.” 

Finally, when there was a lull in the conversation, I gave him a puzzled 
look and asked, “What is wiffey?” After insisting I knew wiffey, he finally 
took out a pencil and paper and wrote down - Wi-Fi.  We both ended up 
laughing about the misunderstanding.

The “wiffey” incident was the beginning of my journey in understanding 
that technology is basically the same around the globe – perhaps with a 
little difference in pronunciation. The cost of technology, availability of Wi-
Fi, and connectors for electricity to charge units can be different. However, 
the same mobile devices I have seen across the U.S., from Chicago to LA on 
Route 66, can be seen in Austria, Switzerland, Italy, Germany, France, and 
Spain.

Internet services in Europe have a different pricing structure than in 
the U.S. These services are heavily taxed in some European countries.  
Consequently, Wi-Fi may not always be free. If you are traveling, check a 
hotel website or call the hotel to find out if Wi-Fi is available and if any costs 
are associated with access. 

Most cell phone chargers are rated for 110V and 220V (Europe’s standard). 
Get your magnifying glass out and read the small print on the charging 
block that plugs into the wall. The small print is where you find the electrical 
information. As long as it states up to 220V, a plug adapter to fit the shape 
of the particular country’s electrical plug is all that is needed to charge your 
phone.

Technology can be a great asset while planning a trip or on the trip itself. 
Whether you are driving across the U.S. or going on a once-in-a-lifetime trip 
to Europe, your technology can go with you.  However, you need to do some 
advanced planning to make sure you are aware of any differences.

Please join me on Wednesday, April 20, from 9:30 a.m. to 11:00 a.m. for 
my presentation on Planning Travel with Technology in the auditorium of 
the Rocky River Public Library. I will be sharing the technology tips I have 
picked up during my travels. •

Angela Paterek is Training Manager at the Rocky River Public Library.

Angela Paterek enjoying a magnificent view during her travels.
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Recycle Plastic Plant 
Containers at Lowe’s
By Matthew Hrubey

Spring has begun to stir in Northeast Ohio! 
That means gardening season is just around 
the corner. Whether you are sprucing up your 
garden beds or redoing your landscaping, you 
will likely amass your fair share of plastic 
plant pots and trays.

How do you dispose of these items? If you 
are like me, you pile the pots and trays in your 
garage awaiting an opportunity to recycle 
them. Unfortunately, the curbside recycling 
program offered in Fairview Park does not 
accept this type of plastic container.

Well, we are in luck! Many people don’t 
know that in 2011, Lowe’s expanded its 
recycling program at all 1,700-plus American 
stores to accept plastic plant containers. It 
does not even matter if you purchased the 
plants elsewhere. Lowe’s will still recycle your 
containers if you deliver them to the Lowe’s 
Garden Center in you neighborhood.

According to Lowe’s website, “Once the 
[plastic] pots and trays are returned to the 
store, they are picked up by local vendors 
and sorted. The reusable material is sterilized 
and reintroduced to the production cycle. 
Serviceable trays are recovered and reused in 
the growing, shipping and sale of live plants. 
Material not deemed reusable is crushed, 
banded and sent for recycling.”

“Lowe’s plant pot and tray recycling 
program offers a winning solution to our 
customers, stores and suppliers,” said Michael 
Chenard, director of environmental affairs for 
Lowe’s in 2011. “Customers now have a place to 
take used pots, our suppliers are able to reuse 
the plastic trays, and recyclable material 
is diverted from the landfill. Everyone wins 
with this…program.” •

Matthew Hrubey is a member of the Fairview 
Park Green Team, a volunteer group of residents 
striving for a more sustainable community.

Regional Premiere of “Shining City” at Beck Center 
By Pat Miller

Beck Center for the Arts proudly 
presents the regional premiere 
of “Shining City” from April 1 
through May 1 in the intimate 
Studio Theater. Show times are 8 
p.m. on Fridays and Saturdays, and 3 
p.m. on Sundays.  

Written by the Tony® nominated 
and Olivier® winning playwright 
Conor McPherson, this haunting 
play begins when a guilt-ridden 
man reaches out to his therapist 
after seeing the ghost of his recently 
deceased wife. Wrestling with his 
own demons, the therapist can only 
do so much to help. Their sessions 
soon become a gripping struggle to 

survive through 
parallel journeys of 
self-discovery. “The 
New York Times” 
praised “Shining 
City” as being “as 
close to perfection 
as contemporary 
playwriting gets.” 

Having previously 
performed at 
Beck Center, the award winning 
Bernadette Clemens now returns 
as director for this psychological 
thriller. Trained at Columbia 
University and the British American 
Drama Academy, Clemens currently 
serves as the Co-Artistic Director 
and Co-Producer of Mamaí 

Theatre Company. 
“McPherson is a 
known playwright, 
and audiences will 
walk into the Studio 
Theatre assured of 
his proven gifts,” 
said Clemens. 
“What they may 
not be prepared for 
is this gem of a play.”

The talented cast of four includes 
Ursula Cataan, Nicholas Chokan, 
Robert Hawkes, and Adam 
Heffernan. Cataan and Heffernan 
appear courtesy of the Actors’ 
Equity Association. “Three men and 
one woman navigate a transient 
struggle as McPherson manipulates 

our allegiances from one scene to the 
next,” Clemens continued. “‘Shining 
City’ ultimately leads us to the final 
moments of the play with a hair-
raising, mind-bending twist. It’s a 
train ride, a ghost story, and possibly 
a lesson.”

Tickets are $31 for adults, $27 
for seniors (65 and older), and $12 
for students. A $3 service fee per 
ticket will be applied. Purchase 
tickets online at beckcenter.org, or 
call Customer Service at 216-521-
2540 x10. Beck Center for the Arts 
is located at 17801 Detroit Avenue in 
Lakewood. •

Pat Miller is Graphic Design and 
Marketing Coordinator for the Beck 
Center.
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Designing Ideas 

Dr. Perry Haan

By Perry Haan

Design is a buzz word that 
permeates the business and 
entrepreneurial press. Publications 
such as the “Harvard Business 
Review, Inc.” and “Fast Times’ have 
devoted entire issues to the topic.

What does design mean to 
entrepreneurs? Is it just another 
term for creativity or innovation? 
Or is there more to it?

The design concept is connected 
to innovation and creativity, but 
design means something more. It is a 
process that depends on innovation 
and creativity to implement that 
process.

Design Thinking theory has 
emerged from the interest in 
design, suggesting that there is a 
process for solving problems and 
discovering new opportunities. The 
key to this process is observation. 
Being in the present and looking for 
opportunities or needs and wants 
that need to be solved is the driver 
behind designing new products or 
processes in business.

An early researcher in the area, 
Herbert Simon, stated that Design 
Thinking is different from other 
types of thinking because it is 

based on a build up of ideas with no 
judgments made. This eliminates 
the fear of failure and encourages 
maximum input and participation. 
Wild ideas that often lead to the 
most creative solutions are sought.

Jen Buchanan designer and owner 
of Girl’s Best Trend in Lakewood 
said she uses the design process in 
her store. “When putting my store 
together, it was like putting a client’s 
living space together.” 

Probably the most common use of 
the term applies to designing new 
products. Unique designs can catch 
the eye of a customer to sell a new 
product or even create a new trend. 
The redesign of eyeglasses by Warby 
Parker - a company started in the 
Venture Initiation Program of the 
Wharton School - is an example of 
successful design thinking.

Companies like Apple were born 
out of designs that found new ways 
to meet consumer needs and wants. 
How many people 25 years ago 
thought most people would not be 
caught leaving home without their 
cell phones?

It is important for companies to 
design unique products. Research 
shows that most successful products 
and companies are not the low-

cost producers, but the high-end 
companies that differentiated their 
product by designing something 
different.

Among other products, 
Buchanan’s store features handbags 
she designs herself. “With my 
handbag business, I am working 
with fabrics and keeping up with 
the trends and classic styles. So I 
actually use design with everything 
I do.”

Industrial design applies a 
process to create products that 
are intended to be manufactured. 
Industrial design is separate from 
the manufacturing process, creating 
a product’s form before it is mass 
produced.  

New business models are also 
common examples of design. 
Sleeping in someone else’s bed was 
not done until Airbnb created a 
new industry. Sharing rides through 
Uber has created new ways to get 
around and income opportunities 
for those willing to chauffeur others. 
Fashion design is another example. 
Consumers are most familiar with 
fashion as they watch the trend of 
what people are wearing change…
for what they perceive as better or 
worse.

Designers learn on the fly, 
identifying weaknesses and making 
corrections along the way. They 
are willing to introduce prototypes 
to the market before making a 
perfected product. This design 
approach to business requires a new 
way of thinking: Instead of acting 
on what’s certain, designers bet on 
what’s probable or possible.

Buchanan added, “I use my 
creativity to put together eye-
catching window displays to 
advertise and pull people in. Once 
in the shop, my customers often are 
not surprised when I tell them that I 
am a designer.” •

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of 
Marketing and Entrepreneurship and 
former Dean of the Business School at 
Tiffin University. He resides in Rocky 
River and can be reached at 419-618-
2867 or haanpc@tiffin.edu.

World’s Largest One-day 
Leadership Conference 
By Tom Ford

Leadercast, the world’s largest one-day leadership conference, will be 
broadcast live from Atlanta and simulcast to hundreds of locations around 
the world on May 6. This year marks the 16th year of the annual leadership 
conference and the 4th year that Lutheran West High School in Rocky River 
will be hosting the event.

The theme of this year’s conference is Architects of Tomorrow, focusing on 
visionary leaders who imagine and build a future that is rich in innovation, 
collaboration and full of hope. A future where problems are solved, questions 
are answered, and confusion gives way to clarity.

The conference will equip attendees to create their own visionary path. 
Key speakers – visionaries in their own fields – will inspire the more than 
300 people who attend locally, and the more than 100,000 people who will 
attend the event live in Atlanta or at hundreds of other simulcast locations 
in more than 20 countries.  Among the keynote speakers are:  

•  Kat Cole—Group President, FOCUS Brands, Inc. (including Cinnabon®, 
Moe’s Southwest Grill®, Auntie Anne’s®, and more)

•  Steve Wozniak—Co-founder of Apple, Inc.,
•  Henry Cloud—Acclaimed Leadership Expert, Clinical Psychologist, and 

Best-Selling Author
•  Nick Saban—Head Football Coach, The University of Alabama
•  Andy Stanley—Leadership Author and Communicator
•  James Brown—Network Broadcaster, CBS Sports and News
•  Rorke Denver—Navy SEAL Commander and Author
•  Chris Barez-Brown—Author and Creativity Guru
•  Tripp Crosby—Host of Leadercast, Comedian and Director
For years, Leadercast has brought people together and equipped them to 

become better leaders, managers, community members, and employees. 
“For me, it’s a day to recharge.  For one day I can focus on me - my impact, 

obstacles and growth opportunities. I love that it is not only a lecture but 
also an immersive experience that keeps me engaged by a multi-sensory 
approach,” says Marc Hustek of Howard Hanna and Chair of the Rocky River 
Chamber of Commerce.

The Rocky River Chamber of Commerce and the Senney Honors Academy 
at Lutheran West are among the sponsors of Leadercast Cleveland. For 
more information and to purchase your ticket or group tickets, visit www.
LeadercastCleveland.com. •

Tom Ford is the Director of Strategic Partnerships at Lutheran West.

RR Chamber of Commerce 
Presents Joe Pulizzi
By Liz Manning

The Rocky River Chamber of 
Commerce is privileged to present 
guest speaker Joe Pulizzi, founder 
of Content Marketing Institute 
(CMI), at its monthly luncheon on 
Thursday, April 28 at the Westwood 
Country Club. He will present “How 
to Run a Content First Business.” 
Pulizzi’s presentation to 175 
Chamber members/guests in 2015 
drew rave reviews.  

Pulizzi is an entrepreneur, 
speaker, author, podcaster, father 
and lover of all things orange. In 
2015 he was featured in “The Plain 
Dealer’s” People to Watch and was 
given a lifetime achievement award 
in New York by the Content Council.  
Joe’s fourth book, “Content Inc.,” 
will be available for purchase at the 
luncheon. 

CMI is the leading educational and 
training organization for content 
marketing and was recognized as 
the fastest growing business media 
company by “Inc.” magazine in 
2014. Pulizzi’s team hosts the annual 
three-day Content Marketing 
World Conference at the FirstMerit 
Convention Center of Cleveland that 
draws thousands of attendees from 
around the globe; it is the largest in-
person content marketing event in 
the world. (The fifth annual CMW 
event returns September 6-9, www.
ContentMarketingWorld.com.) 

Joe has spoken at more than 400 

locations in 14 countries advancing 
the practice of content marketing.  
This Chamber event provides a 
unique opportunity to learn from 
Pulizzi about how to communicate 
better through content marketing 
in the friendly confines of Westwood 
Country Club.

The luncheon begins at 11:30 a.m.  
Tickets for Chamber members are 
$20; for non-members, $25 (pre-
payment is required). An RSVP to 
the Chamber is required by April 
25. A late fee of $5 will be charged 
for reservations made after that 
date. Same day reservations and 
walk-ups will be charged $35. For 
more information, go to www.
RockyRiverchamber.com. •

Liz Manning is the Executive 
Director Rocky River Chamber of 
Commerce.

Joe Pulizzi, Founder of Content 
Marketing Institute.
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HEALTH

Dr. Bryan Ruocco

Wellness Doc 

Neck Pain & Spinal Misalignments
By Bryan Ruocco

Neck pain can wreak havoc on 
your life. Given the age of computers 
and cell phones, neck pain has 
become a serious problem for many 
people. For most who come to my 
office with neck pain, I am usually 
their last resort. They have tried 
many other forms of treatment with 
minimal results or just temporary 
relief. 

Chronic neck pain can be annoying 
and finding relief, frustrating. Even a 
little neck pain can go a long way in 
affecting one’s mood, daily routine 
and function.  

Pain in the neck can come from 
many sources. It is important to have 
it evaluated properly in order to find 
the true cause. What I often see, and 
is often missed in the evaluation 
of neck pain, is the misalignment 
of the spine in the neck and poor 
posture. Posture is something we 
take for granted, but it is of major 
importance in our mainstream 
health.

How many people do you know 
that sit hunched over a computer all 
day, more than 6 to 8 hours a day?  
If I asked you to hold a 10-pound 

bowling ball in your outstretched 
hand all day, do you think you 
would experience shoulder pain? It 
is no different for those working all 
day with their outstretched head 
peering into a computer screen. 

Most people treat their pain with 
pain meds. If that doesn’t work, they 
may seek medical treatment for 
stronger pain reduction medications 
or some form of physical therapy.  
Now that is all well and good - if you 
want only temporary relief from 
your pain. If you fail to address the 
true cause of pain, your problem 
remains and will only worsen over 
time.

Alignment 
Let’s talk about alignment.  

Addressing structural health and 
alignment may be the answer to 
being free from pain and suffering.  
One way we can evaluate alignment 
is by looking at and evaluating 
posture. Posture is a gateway 
to evaluating the structure and 
framework of the body. 

The importance of the structure 
of the human frame is largely 
overlooked in our healthcare system 
today. The framework of your neck 

is made up of 7 spinal bones. The 
purpose of the spinal bones is to 
protect your “life force,” the energy 
flowing from your brain into your 
spinal cord and body. This life force 
controls and regulates all functions 
of the body. 

The spinal bones in your neck 
must be in healthy balance and 
alignment in order for the joints, 
surrounding muscles, ligaments 
and nervous system to function 
normally. When the spinal bones in 
the neck are not in healthy balance, 
this can affect the surrounding and 
supporting structures. I often hear 
people blame their neck and upper 
back pain on tight muscles. Massage 
can help, but remember if the 
structures to which these muscles 
attach are not in healthy balance, 
the tight musculature will return. 

What can cause misalignments in 
your neck and how can you quick 
check yourself? The most common 
causes of problems are accidents, 
injuries and poor posture. If you have 
been in a car accident either minor 
or major, it is most likely that you 
have misalignments in your spine. 
If you sit at a desk all day, you’re 
almost assured of misalignments. 

Over time these problems worsen 
and, if not corrected, will continue 
to wreak havoc on your life. 

If you suffer with any type of neck 
pain, I would like you to join me at 
Panera Bread in Rocky River on 
Wednesday, May 11 at 7:15 p.m. I will 
discuss the missing link in neck pain 
and how you can defeat the pain 
naturally. •

Dr. Bryan Ruocco is a local 
chiropractor and wellness advocate. 
He owns and operates the Power of LIFE 
Wellness Center located in Rocky River. 
Dr. Ruocco graduated from the Life 
Chiropractic College in Marietta, GA. 
He graduated in the top of his class and 
received Magna Cum Laude Honors.

The Dancing Soul
By Rajeev Ahluwalia

In the past three months, I met some amazing people while I was traveling 
to different countries. When I recall those memories, I noticed the one thing 
that was common in all of us was that our souls are always dancing to do 
more things in life.

When I sat down to pinpoint a few important lessons that I learned during 
my trip, I found the following was true about all of us:

1.  Our profession is our passion and part of our journey to discover life. 
2.  We all saw the real potential in each other beautifully rather than 

projecting things that society or our peers wanted for us. 
3.  We all carry amazing and powerful energies within and around us. 
4.  We communicate our thoughts and ideas in a gentle yet powerful way. 
5.  We are always empowering people and finding solutions to our problems 

effortlessly. 
6.  We all have a powerful belief that we are here to enjoy our journey in life. 
7.  Our hearts are filled with unconditional love toward others that is 

evident in our conversation. 
8.  We all knew the power of giving rather than always receiving. 
9.  We are all very successful in our lives: fearless, living in the present, full 

of joy and happiness, and always connected to the universe. 
10.  We all love nature and are always in communication with it. 
11.  We know that every individual is unique and understand the power of 

acceptance in our lives. 
12.  Manifesting things in our lives is not a chore but a way of life and it is 

always fulfilled. 
13.  We are always playful in our lives. 
The final point  reminds me of a quote from Krishna, a Hindu deity, 

who said “When you become who you truly are, then life opens unlimited 
potential for you, which only you can harness. That’s the Power of Having 
Balance in your life and you will see me always with you, within you, and 
around you.” 

Learn How to Create Your Own Reality with the Basic ThetaHealing® 
Class on April 29, 30 and May 1. Visit www.naturalhealingtrends.com for 
more information and to register. If you are interested in a sample of what 
ThetaHealing® is and what it is capable of, join me for one FREE 20 minutes 
Healings & Readings at Troubadour Coffee in Fairview Park on Saturdays 
from 3 p.m. to 6 p.m. You can reserve a time slot at www.naturalhealingtrends.
com or walk in. •

Rajeev Ahluwalia is a Certified ThetaHealing® instructor and practitioner, 
medical intuitive, and founder of Natural Healing Trends LLC, a healing center 
located in Fairview Park.



8    THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER  |  VOL 03, ISSUE 10  |  APRIL 2016

 Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com 

GOVERNMENT

It’s Been an Honor to Serve 
By Nan Baker

Thank you to my loyal supporters 
and my campaign team over the 
past several years. As the election 
results for the March 15 Primary 
did not support my candidacy for 
State Senator, I am very proud 
of our strong, positive grassroots 
campaign. 

It has been an honor to serve at 
the Ohio House representing the 
16th Ohio House District. We have 
prevailed to win four terms as State 
Representative and as I am term-
limited, my service at the Ohio 
House will end December 31, 2016.  
We have accomplished a great deal 
at the Ohio House since I began in 
2009 and have left a legacy “It’s All 
About Jobs!”

Thank you to the voters, my 

team and especially my family for 
all their support over the years. It 
has been an honor to serve as State 
Representative. •

Nan Baker

West Shore Council of 
Governments Meeting of 
March 9

FP Democrats Welcome Leader of 
Common Good
By Jane Reilly

The Fairview Park Democratic 
Club will hold a meeting on 
Thursday, April 7, at 7 p.m. at City 
Hall featuring a presentation by 
Paul Henderson, Executive Director 
of the Common Good Ohio. The 
Common Good is a member-based 
community organization that 
works toward empowering low-

income, working class people and 
communities of color to create 
stronger and healthier communities 
across Cleveland and the rest of 
Ohio. Its work includes examining 
the impact of Federal Reserve policy 
on these communities. Don’t miss 
this interesting evening!

For further information, please 
contact us at fairviewparkdemocrats@
yahoo.com. •

By LWVGC observers Nikki Salupo 
and Kathy Kosiorek 

This report is not an official 
statement of the League of Women 
Voters. Mayor Bobst’s office prepares 
official minutes.

Present: Mayors Bobst (Rocky 
River), Clough (Westlake), Summers 
(Lakewood), Patton (Fairview 
Park) and Sutherland (Bay Village). 
District 1 Cuyahoga Council Member 
David Greenspan and CCMMA 
Executive Director Lisa Barlow were 
also in attendance.   

County Office of Sustainability 
Director Mike Foley spoke. His 
department, formed 13 months ago, 
was created to encourage use of 
greener energy. He spoke about the 
Clean Energy Finance Hub, which 
will help businesses, institutions, 
local governments, and homeowners 
reduce their energy costs and access 
affordable clean energy retrofits 
and renewable power supplies. This 
bundling would take advantage 
of a 30% tax credit for solar power 
installations. His department will 
also help cities by performing energy 
audits.

Newly appointed County Chief 
Economic Development Officer 
Ted Carter introduced himself.  
He is from Jacksonville, Florida.  
He outlined how the county can 
assist communities in economic 
development. He will attend the 
May WCOG meeting.

Bay Village Law Director Gary 
Ebert spoke about the Mutual Aid 
Agreement to provide security 
for the Republican National 
Convention. Cleveland has asked 
cities for use of half of their police 
force—especially those that are 
Westshore Enforcement Bureau 
(WEB) trained. He asked mayors to 
check with their law directors about 
their city’s liability insurance.

Fiscal Officer Renee Mahoney 
presented WEB’s January financials 
and consideration of new WEB pay 
rates.

Susanne Blackburn, CERT 
Coordinator candidate, was 
introduced and spoke briefly about 
her qualifications. The position will 
be 10-15 hours per week, with an 
office in Westlake.

NOACA will discuss funding for 
Fix-It-First infrastructure projects. 

The County Planning Commission 
sees a need for training members 
of city planning commissions so 
that these commissioners know 
the extent of their duties and the 
expectations for such service.

Cuyahoga County Mayors & 
Managers Association (CCMMA) 
will discuss the impact of loss of 
funding previously attained through 
the Local Government Fund. They 
will meet in Columbus to educate 
our state legislators. 

The meeting was called to order 
at 9:31 a.m. and adjourned at 11:23 
a.m. •

Please support our advertisers;  
they’re here for you.
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Rotary Honors Contest Winners 
By Lynn Donaldson

Winners of Rotary’s annual 
Speech, Music, and Visual Arts 
Contest were honored at an awards 
ceremony in March at the Beck 
Center for the Arts. Sponsored 
by the Rotary Club of Lakewood 
and Rocky River, the competition 
showcases the incredible talents of 
students attending one of five high 
schools – Lakewood, Lutheran West, 
Magnificat, Rocky River, and St. 
Edward.

Speech Contest
Speech contest first place winner 

is Kerrigan Hall from Lutheran West, 
who will compete at the Rotary 
District 6630 Speech Contest on 
April 2 in Aurora. Also honored were 
Elizabeth Pearlman, second place, 
Lakewood; Steven Webber, third 
place, Lutheran West; and Breanna 
Redden, fourth place, Magnificat.

Speech contest semi-finals and 
finals were held in March. Speeches 
were of original content and based 

on “The Four-Way Test of Rotary,” 
which asks, “Is it the truth, Is it fair to 
all concerned, Will it build goodwill 
and better friendships, and Will it be 
beneficial to all concerned?”

This is the 71st year for the club’s 
speech competition.

Music Contest
Music contest first place winner 

is Abraham Roos, bass/baritone, 
Lakewood, performing “Come 
Ye Blessed” by Scott. Evan Levis, 
Lakewood, baritone horn, placed 
second, performing “Arise, Ye 
Subterranean Winds” by Purcell. 
Alex Figueroa, Lakewood, placed 
third, playing “Concerto for Violin 
in D” by Stamitz.

Visual Arts
Visual arts winners were 

Samantha Moran, “Blue Portrait 
Study,” mixed media, Rocky River, 
first place; Max Peralta, “Looking 
through the Shadows,” watercolor, 
St. Edward, second place; Emily Farr, 
“Perform,” pencil, Rocky River, third 

Winners of the Rotary club’s Four-Way Test Speech Contest were (from left) Steven 
Webber, third place; Kerrigan Hall, first place; Breanna Redden, fourth place; and 
Elizabeth Pearlman, second place.

Prospective Parent Information Night 
at Magnificat 
By Karen Uthe

Parents of students in grades 
5-8 are invited to attend an 
informational session at Magnificat 
High School, 20770 Hilliard Blvd., in 
Rocky River, on Thursday, April 14 
from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. Doors open at 6 
p.m.

You will have the opportunity 
to meet our President, Ms. Jenifer 
Hebda Halliday (1995); the 
Dean of Academics, Ms. Marilyn 
Arundel; and the Dean of Student 
Life and Formation, Mrs. Moira 
Clark. The evening will begin 
with a presentation by President 
Halliday in the Magnificat Center 
for the Performing Arts at 6:30 
p.m. Concluding the presentation, 
parents can choose from four 
Breakout Sessions: Academic Choice, 
Student Support, Affordability, 
and Student Life (Athletics and 

Co-curriculars). You will have the 
opportunity to attend all four 
sessions or to pick and choose.

We invite Future Blue Streak 
parents to ask questions, meet 
students and staff members, and see 

what Magnificat High School has to 
offer your daughter. Please call the 
Admissions Office at 440-331-1572, 
ext. 248, or visit www.magnificaths.
org to register. •

Find out if Magnificat is right for your daughter by attending an informational event 
on April 14. 

Tri-C Events
Open House 
Cuyahoga Community College 

(Tri-C®) will host an open house 
from 10 a.m. to noon, Saturday, April 
23, at its Westshore Campus, located 
at 31001 Clemens Road in Westlake.

The open house provides 
prospective students an opportunity 
to discuss academic programs with 
faculty and counselors; learn more 
about enrollment, financial aid 
and scholarships; explore student 
services; and tour the facilities.

New Series 
Women in Science and Technology 

will be the focus of a new speaker 
series debuting in April at Tri-C’s 
Corporate College West, located at 
25425 Center Ridge Road in Westlake. 
The first of four presentations, The 
History of Women in Medicine, will 
be held Thursday, April 7 from 6 p.m. 
to 7:30 p.m. For more information, 
call 216-987-5843 or visit www.tri-c.
edu/Westshore. •

place. Honorable mentions went to Jared Boosinger, St. Edward; Isane-lee 
Caraballo, Lakewood; and Owen Smith, Lakewood.

Selected entries from the visual arts contest are on display in the Rotary 
Student Art Show in the Jean Bulicek Galleria at the Beck Center through 
April 17. This free exhibit is open to the public during regular gallery hours. •
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THE GOOD LIFE

The Eponymous Antique Shop Owner 

Collector, Not Hoarder
By Mitchell Sotka

Americans are the number-one 
consumers in the world. For most of 
us that live relatively “normal” lives, 
our procurement and retention 
of goods would not be considered 
hoarding or collecting. In the 
definitions of these words, there’s 
no mention of anything negative or 
even passionate about hoarding or 
collecting, respectively.

Even though we are big time 
consumers, do you know a collector? 
As the new generation of adults 
comes along, the interest in 
collecting seems to be weakening. 
I would hope, however, that being a 
collector would never be viewed as 
hoarding. And as we march into a 
new century, I hope the interest and 
the passion to collect strengthens.

I entered the antique business 

in the early 1990s, right before the 
Antique Roadshow aired on PBS. 
This was the era of collectors. People 
looked at their latest acquisition as 
adding value to their collection - a 
piece that rounded out a flat area 
in their holdings. Some collectors 
were learned and well-studied, while 
others were less reflective, adding 
new pieces based on shapes or colors 
that they did not have.

Collectors could have 50 or more 
pieces in their collection. Passion 
could take a collector to travel 
around the globe to procure a piece, 
scrimp and save to purchase the 
next acquisition, and study and 
research a specific period or area to 
gain detailed knowledge.

Life has given way to a new era, one 
where less is more. I would hate to 
think that this new era would view 
a collector of the past as a hoarder 

All Styles Considered
By Richard Marquard

We have been doing interiors and 
providing our friends with unique 
and comfortable home furnishings 
for over 30 years. Classic Style 
always remains fresh, sophisticated 
and new, if you have the talent to 
blend it wisely. So get those creative 
juices flowing. Here are some tips to 
soothe the decorating angst of the 
most frustrated home owner.

Stop the Madness
First, you are NOT the only one 

having trouble decorating your 
home. Stop throwing money at 
a problem yet to be identified 
correctly. Many people make this 
very common mistake. Buying 
more “stuff” doesn’t necessarily fix 
something that just doesn’t feel right 
even if you are trying to merely fill a 
void.  

So, take several pictures of the 
space in question from several 
angles. You’d be amazed at what you 
can see in a photo that you don’t 
really see with the naked eye. Study 
the photos over time and look for 
clues to what’s really bugging you. 

Chances are the problem(s) fall into 
one of the following elements of 
style.

Scale. One or more pieces may 
be disproportionate to each other 
or to the interior architecture 
of the space itself. Upholstery, as 
an example, must relate to each 
other in terms of size. Think of the 
upholstery as one unit and furniture 
as another. Remember, a small chair 

can gain presence with a skirted slip 
cover in a neutral color. It also takes 
the fragility feel away if it is the only 
small chair in the room.

Color. There just may be too many 
colors or some may be just missing 
the mark. One rule of thumb is that 
if you are going to have more than 
one shade of blue, have at least three 
or it can look mismatched and your 
eye will not be happy.

Pattern. Multiple patterns are 
tricky to do well, but if done right, 
the result is a big Wow! We have done 
rooms with dozens of patterns and 
some with none or very few. Scale, 
again, both in color adaption and 
pattern is important and it should be 
mixed up. Like plating a great meal, 
a room has to have complimentary 
ingredients for it to look good.

Here is your homework…Take a 
picture or two of your room and 
study it from all angles. List the 
problems you find. Tackle them one 
at a time and do not stop until all the 
fixing is done! Otherwise, you will 
continue to buy more stuff to pile on 
the real problem instead of fixing it. 
Buying less and buying the best that 
is right for your home will make you 
happy.

Stop by MAISON by Paysage in 
Rocky River with your before and 
after pictures. If you get stuck, bring 
in the before picture, we can help. •

Richard and Jane Marquard 
are the proprietors of MAISON by 
Paysage in the Beachcliff Market 
Square in Rocky River.

The scale of all elements should be proportional and flowing.

or collecting as the first step to 
becoming a hoarder. Both hoarders 
and collectors can be passionate 
about their stash of goodies, but for 
me there is a fine line.

Over the years, I’ve been in the 
homes of hoarders. Piles of random 
stuff stacked up with nothing 
organized. The hoarder is crippled - 
he cannot make the move to let go 
of things. Yes, I am sure that some 
hoarders believe they are collectors 
and their piles of stuff have value.

Let’s turn to the potential of 
sensible collectors. Programs like 
Antique Roadshow and American 
Pickers have brought a new interest 
to old things. It has inspired some 
to hunt for bargains at storage unit 
sales. A unit buyer can sell off the 
mass of things he finds for a profit, 
while keeping any item or items he 
values for himself. This fuels a new 
generation of collectors. Some people 
are drawn to the stylish interiors 
shown in magazines and expensive 

stores. These collectors may be 
found picking through garage sales 
or flea markets to duplicate a look.

Thus, a new audience is brought 
to realize the value of older pieces. 
Helping a parent clear out their home 
- the vessel of family treasures - can 
invigorate interest in family castoffs 
such as childhood toys or vintage 
glassware from the 1950s. This may 
kick off the hunt to add to a set of 
glasses or find the manufacturer of a 
toy and learn what other toys were 
made at the time.

Be inspired. Find joy in searching 
for that special piece and sharing it 
with others. Learn from the past. See 
how the design world today has a 
direct connection to our past. If it is 
decorating your home with vintage 
finds or searching for like items to 
group together, you are becoming a 
collector. Collect with passion and 
responsibility. It is fun - and not 
hoarding. •

The Rockport Observer is written and edited by volunteers, and exists to 
help build the community and support an environment friendly to the 

independent businesses that make this area unique. When you advertise with 
us you not only help your business, you also do a good deed for the community.
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THE GOOD LIFE

By Colleen Harding

Why does it seem the politics bring out the worst 
in people? I am getting ready to “unfollow” some 
people on Facebook. I like these people and care 
about them, but I don’t care for the choices they 
are making right now. I don’t believe social media 
should be used to express personal opinions - rudely. 
Many people are passionate about what is going 
on in our country. However, no one has the right to 
assume that everyone shares his or her views and 
dissatisfactions. 

In my opinion, political views are private and 
should be shared thoughtfully. Certainly, there 
are times when you want to express your views. Even opposing views can 
be presented respectfully. But using social media to express unsolicited 
opinions boldly is crossing over into insulting waters.

As Americans, we have the right to vote for the candidates of our choice. 
Today, social media seems to be full of bullies who use obscenities and 
slanderous materials to demean candidates. I doubt this sways anyone. 
When was the last time someone called you foolish for what you believe in 
and you changed your mind? People don’t change their minds when they 
are insulted. They change their minds when presented with solid facts and 
information in a dignified forum. 

So, I am “unfollowing” some good friends and family members until 
November to keep the peace. In the protocol world, I am not “entitled” to 
your unsolicited opinion. Please keep it to yourself; don’t assume I want to 
hear it. I would rather put you in timeout and reconvene when there are less 
temptations to offend one another. See you in November. •

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,  
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding.”

The Etiquette Corner

Politics and the Worst  
in PeopleBy Tim Piai

When my 11-year-old son went to 
his first overnight camp in Akron, 
the counselors encouraged my wife 
and I to write a reassuring letter 
that he could read on his first night.

For reasons I now find inexplicable, 
I decided to write a “humorous” 
letter from 10 years in the future. 
In it, I described his little brother’s 
college experience and his little 
sister’s new driver’s license. I also told 
him we had moved to a new house 
in Westlake. I thought he’d find my 
creativity amusing.

By his own account, he cried for 
three nights.

I never went to camp. I know 
nothing, obviously, about what kids 
might be thinking about being away 
from home and next to nothing 
about what kind of camps kids 
would really enjoy attending.

If my wife designed a camp, it 
would be some sort of Little House 
on the Prairie/Freaky Friday hybrid 
– chock full of horses, campfires, and 
lots of sing-alongs. If I had a choice, 
my kids would attend a camp where 
they learned to make Becker’s 
Donuts, Herb Burgers and King 
Wah’s Orange Chicken.

If my fifth-grader could envision 
the perfect camp, it would resemble 
the MLG Counter-Strike Global 
Offensive Major Championship, 
where teams “battle it out over three 
days.” Of course, this means nothing 
to any of us, other than other fifth-
graders. But for a visual, imagine 

an Ohio State football game being 
played inside the Hallmark store. 
Then add flashing lights, wild team 
introductions, cheering fans and the 
kind of movie-theater volume that 
makes parents freak out.

In the end, any brainstorming I 
engage in about a cool camp ends 
in a giant hometown hallucination 
–  a thrilling, unrealistic, and mostly 
litigious X-Games adventure that 
puts my inner-child in traction just 
thinking about it.

The Hilliard Bridge would be my 
camp headquarters. There, campers 
could get scientific and try to 
design parachute pods that could 
carry messages from the bridge 
to team mates on the bike path. 
After a short rollerblade race north 
along the Parkway, the hill leading 
from Detroit Road to Sweetwater 
Landing could host a soapbox derby. 
After the races, campers could repel 
down the cliffs across the river, 
before kayaking out to the lake.

In the end, Fairview Lanes 
could host a giant Cosmic Bowling 
tournament, followed by a School 
of Rock concert/swim party at 
either city pool. All 47 of our local 
hamburger joints would deliver, and 
dessert would involve a Guinness 
World Record attempt at Mitchell’s 
Blue Cosmo consumption.

Of course, my plan is pure madness, 
redeemed somewhat by the fact 
that not one electronic device made 
the cut. •

Tim Piai is a freelance writer living 
in Rocky River.

On the Light Side

Camp Runamok

Colleen Harding

April 11 at 7:00 p.m. Learn 
about Organic Gardening. 
Jeff Muhlbach of Muhlbach 
Design will talk about 
the basics of how to start 
your garden of organically 
grown produce. Registration 

required.

April 13 at 7:00 p.m. Come and 
find out what it was like as we 
present Living History: WWII 
Internment. Ed Ezaki lived 
through World War II in an Arizona 
internment camp. Mr. Ezaki will 
share his experiences and answer 
questions from the audience. 
Sponsored by The Friends of the 
Fairview Park Branch Library. 
Registration required. 

April 14 at 7:00 p.m. Relax as 
Jeremy Avalos plays live Classical 
Guitar Music on his guitar.  
Registration required. 

April 26 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. Ruth Pangrace of Women 
in History will re-enact and 
portray Anne Hutchinson, a 
Puritan woman who defied male-
dominated Massachusetts Bay 
Colony and helped to settle Rhode 
Island and New York. Sponsored 
by The Friends of Fairview Park 
Branch Library. Registration 
required. 

April 28 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:30 
p.m. The Flapper was widely 
viewed as the epitome of 1920s 
glamour and decadence. Sara 
Hume, PhD, Associate Professor 
and Curator at Kent State 
University Museum, will explore 
the social and technological 
changes leading to radical new 
fashion styles of the 1920s. Using a 
PowerPoint presentation, this talk 
will examine images of fashion 
pieces on view at Kent State 
University Museum’s current 
exhibit Flapper Style: Fashions 
of the 1920s. Sponsored by The 
Friends of Fairview Park Branch 
Library. Registration required.  

To register, visit www.
cuyahogalibrary.org or call the 
Fairview Park Branch Library 
at 440-333-4700.

FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH  
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS

TheRockportObserver.com   |   Become a member.



12    THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER  |  VOL 03, ISSUE 10  |  APRIL 2016

 Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com 

ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
Celebrate National Poetry 
Month by writing and submitting 
a poem about Rocky River Public 
Library or the community. Poem 
submissions must be entered by 
e-mail to rrpladultreference@
gmail.com between April 1 and 
22, with a limit of 500 words. The 
winner of our poetry competition 
will receive a poetry memento and 
the poem will be published to the 
RRPL website. The winner will 
be announced on Friday, April 29. 
Ages 18 and older are eligible to 
enter.

April 4 from 3:00 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m. Stop by for a Freestyle 
Hangout with students in grades 
3-6. Relax after school and hang 
out with friends. Get creative with 
art supplies and have fun with 
technology, including our Smart 
Board and Electronic Snap Circuit 
Boards. Drop in as you please!

April 7 at 7:00 p.m. Get ready for 
the growing season when master 
gardeners present Add Hardy 
Native Plants And Enjoy. These 
experts will explain how to select 
and grow the many native plants 
that thrive in our area. Come with 
lots of questions and receive plenty 
of good, practical advice.

April 8 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 
p.m. Ptl. Christopher Camp, City 
of Rocky River, Division of Police, 
will discuss Home Security. Just 
in time for the summer months, 
Ptl. Camp will share with us ideas 
to keep our homes secure while we 
are on the premises and when we 
are out.

April 8 from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
Your Book, Your Brew will meet 
at Whole Foods Market in Rocky 
River for a casual chat about books 
we’re reading, while you enjoy the 
brewed beverage of your choice.

The library is a Community 
Partner with Cleveland 

International Film Festival for the 
presentation of “Trenk, The Little 
Knight” on Saturday, April 9 at 
11:30 a.m. and Sunday, April 10 at 
3:50 p.m. at Tower City Cinemas. 
Trenk is a family friendly, animated 
tale showing us that boys and girls 
who aren’t afraid to dream big can 
achieve anything. The film is based 
on best-selling novels by Kirsten 
Boie. Use the Library’s discount 
code “RRPL” to purchase tickets for 
Trenk as well as a variety of other 
films. Redeem a $2.00 discount 
online, by phone or in person. For 
information, call the Film Festival 
Box Office at 877-304-FILM (3456).  

April 11 at 6:30 p.m. Join us for 
“Theeb,” a 2014 a Jordanian Arabic 
drama, as we continue our Indie 
International Film Fest, featuring 
selections from the world’s top 
film festivals. This story focuses 
on a young Bedouin boy who must 
survive in the wide-open desert 
during World War I. Please note that 
films shown have not been rated and 
should be assumed to have mature 
content. Free popcorn!

April 12 from 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. 
Celebrate National Library Week 
with Us, for students in grades 
K-6. How has RRPL transformed 
or helped you? Join us in our 
celebration of National Library 
Week by sharing what you love about 
our Library by adding to our banner 
to be displayed in the Children’s 
Department. We’ll have fun crafts, a 
cool scavenger hunt, and a drawing 
for a special library prize.

April 12 at 7:00 p.m. Meet Author 
Alan Dutka. Discover something 
new with local author and Cleveland 
expert Alan Dutka as he shares 
scandalous stories of the rich from 
his book “Misfortune on Cleveland’s 
Millionaires’ Row.” Q&A followed by 
book signing.

April 14 at 7:00 p.m. Adult Rocky 
River Readers Book Discussion 

focuses on Circling the Sun by Paula 
McLain. Immerse yourself in a novel 
that brings to life a fearless and 
captivating woman. Beryl Markham 
is a woman before her time and 
record-setting aviator with a fierce 
love of exploring all things wild. 
Read about her adventures and 
come to discuss.

April 15 at 2:00 p.m. Why not 
come to the library to Sip, Snack, 
and Craft while you get into the 
knitting groove. You can bring your 
own project or select a suggested 
pattern from the Calendar of Events. 
Registration required.

April 16 from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Are you crazy about Legos®? Then 
drop in for the Guild of the Brick 
for ages 5 and older. We provide the 
Legos®, you bring the imagination.

April 18 at 3:30 p.m. Drop in for 
Movie Monday for students in 
grades 3-6. We’ll feature newly 
released DVDs, along with everyone’s 
favorite classics. Enjoy free popcorn 
and drinks.  

April 19 at 7:00 p.m. Men’s Book 
Discussion looks at “Empire of Sin: 
A Story of Sex, Jazz, Murder, and the 
Battle for Modern New Orleans” by 
Gary Krist. As the title indicates, this 
is the story of sex, jazz and murder in 
the history of New Orleans, from the 
late 1800s to 1920. What more could 
you ask for?

April 20 at 9:30 a.m. At Planning 
Travel with Technology find out 
why websites, apps and gadgets are 
all the rage for planning travel. You’ll 
discover how some of the standard 
websites are still helping to make 
travel exciting and smooth and how 
new apps and gadgets can assist you, 
too!

April 21 at 7:00 p.m. Tune In 
Thursday features folksinger 
Adam Miller. An award-winning 
folksinger, storyteller and autoharp 

virtuoso, Adam Miller uses 
traditional folksongs to remind us 
that historical events have been 
accomplished by ordinary people 
in his Singing Through History 
performance. It’s fun, educational 
and multi-cultural.

April 26 from 6:15 to 8:15 p.m. Be 
a part of the Adventure Gaming 
Club. Are you looking for a place 
to play your favorite adventure 
games? Pokeman, Yu-Gi-Oh!, or 
Magic players, gather your cards 
and join us. Would you rather 
play D&D, Munchkin or Settlers 
of Catan? We’ve got them! New to 
gaming? No problem. Grades 7 and 
up.

April 29 and 30 at 12:00 p.m.   
Watch a Movie Matinee featuring 
a popular new release. Popcorn and 
lemonade provided!

After School Teen Scene takes 
place most days after school from 
3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Activities 
range from video and board games 
to movies, anime, crafts, and even 
pancakes. Grades 7 and up. 

For additional information, call 
the Rocky River Public Library 
at 440-333-7610 or visit www.
rrpl.org.

Promote your business in Observer newspapers. 
For advertising rates, contact Meg Greenwald  

at m.greenwaldrpo@gmail.com or 440-815-1176.

Attract NEW
Customers in 2016!


