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Ohio Historical Marker
for Cowan Property
By Jenny Dieringer

Are there any future doctors here?

Doctor Teaches Medicine
as Teamwork
By Sabrina Powers
Not everyone who goes into
medicine likes or even excels at
biology or chemistry. Some have no
plans to go into the medical field.
Ironically, these are the students
Neil Smith, DO, President of Fairview
Hospital, is trying to ignite a spark
of interest in to consider a career in
medicine.
According to Dr. Smith, medicine
is about figuring out puzzles. For
nearly 15 years, he has wanted to
start a class that would give kids
a different look into the field. He
himself never liked biology or
chemistry, yet today he’s a successful
physician and hospital president.
So he’s created a class that focuses
on solving the puzzles in healthcare
and involves working in teams. The
class debuted in partnership with
St. Ignatius and St. Joseph Academy

and Dr. Smith hopes to take it to
other schools (public and private)
throughout the area.
“I thought it was important
to get the students into groups,
because that’s how medicine really
is,” said Dr. Smith. “I don’t make the
diagnosis by myself. I talk to the
pathologist, cardiologist, kidney
specialist…there are three or four of
us looking at x-rays and trying to
come to a conclusion. Nobody does
it by themselves in medicine.”
Over the course of six weeks, Dr.
Smith gave 20 students who were
divided into teams, clues to solving
a real patient diagnosis; much like
you would expect to see in the show
“House”. Each week the teams met
for one hour and were given a new
piece of the puzzle - from an initial
description, to lab results, imaging,
etc.
“This was all voluntary…done
Teamwork page 2

Common Threads: Resale with a
Mission
By Jeff Stredney
Common Threads, a new resale
store with a unique mission, is
excited to open its doors at 22049
Lorain Avenue in Fairview Park
with a Grand Opening celebration
June 24-25. The store will carry all
types of quality goods for bargain
prices, including adult and children’s
clothing, toys, small housewares and
appliances, and more.
Weaving together a love for thrift
with a charitable mission, Common
Threads will not be a typical thrift
store. Started as the first social
enterprise venture of Building Hope
in the City (BHITC), a Cleveland

faith-based nonprofit, Common
Threads will serve as a workforce
training center for some of the
people BHITC serves, including atrisk youth, adults in transition, as
well as refugees and immigrants.
With sections for higher-end
and niche merchandise, the store
hopes to distinguish itself through
a superior customer experience
paired with unbeatable finds.
“Common Threads is resale done
right,” said Jeff Stredney, Director
of Social Enterprise. “Shoppers
can expect great items at bargain
prices in an expertly designed retail
setting.”
Common Threads page 2

The Rocky River Historical
Society along with the Cowan
Pottery Museum Associates is
thrilled to announce the installation
of an Ohio historical marker at the
old Cowan property at 19621 Lake
Avenue. The dedication ceremony
will take place on Friday, May 13 at
4:00pm. After the dedication, the
former Cowan Pottery Showroom
will be open to the public and light
refreshments will be served.
At this location, the factory,
design studio and showroom of
Cowan Pottery stood from 1920 until
closure in 1931 as a casualty of the
Depression. Cowan Pottery played
a significant role in the formative
years of American ceramic art. The
pottery was founded in 1912 by
artist and educator R. Guy Cowan.
Under his direction, Cowan Pottery
established a national reputation for
its uniquely designed home products
sold through fine department stores.
In addition, Cowan and his design
artists were pioneers in the field

of ceramic sculpture. Examples
of Cowan Pottery are widely
collected and are held in museums
such as the Smithsonian and the
Cleveland Museum of Art. The most
comprehensive holdings are in the
Cowan Pottery Museum at the
Rocky River Public Library.

•

Jenny Dieringer is Co-President of
Rocky River Historical Society.

Photo by Rocky River Public Library

Display of Cowan Pottery in the original
Cowan Pottery showroom.

One Year Down, a Lifetime to Go
By Henry Chaski
April 27 marked the one-year
anniversary of the Fairview Park
Auxiliary Police Association. In
the first year, we have made great
progress in our efforts to better
equip the Fairview Park Auxiliary
Police Unit.
We partnered with the Westlake
Auxiliary Police Association and
received all of the uniforms that no
longer fit in their storage. We were
able to raise enough funds through
donations and fundraising to pay off
all upfront expenses and purchase
new winter hats for the unit, as well
as two traffic wands. The winter hats
came with the Auxiliary Unit patch
on them and the traffic wands will
make directing traffic at night safer.

We have formed partnerships with
several organizations, including the
Ohio Tactical Officers Association,
one of the state’s leading bodies
for law enforcement training; 5.11
Tactical, an apparel and equipment
manufacturer; and Nightstick by
Bayco, a safety light manufacturer.
As a way of celebrating, we
would like to cordially invite you
to our Benefit and Reverse Raffle
on June 11 from 6 p.m. to 10 p.m. at
American Legion Clifton Post 421
on Brookpark Rd. and West 220th
Street. The event offers a good time,
with good people, good food, and
great prizes. A ticket gets you all
you can eat. Drinks, including beer
and wine, will be available. The
ticket also includes one entry into
the reverse raffle for a grand prize
of $1,200 (must be present to win).
Other prizes and baskets will also be
raffled.
Tickets for $25 are available by
sending an email to fpauxpa@gmail.
com with your name, address, phone
number, and the number of tickets
you would like. You can also call
Henry Chaski at 216-640-6447 for
tickets.
Lifetime page 2
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Teamwork from page 1
all on their own time,” said teacher, Tara Henderson. “Many students have
mentioned that they would be signing up again next year.”
“I liked taking part in the reasoning thought process,” said student, David
McDonald. “It was cool to try to figure out what the diagnosis was. I definitely
am more interested in the biology aspect of things now.”
During the last class on April 13, each team presented their patient case
and diagnosis. The winning teams received gift cards and, hopefully, the
spark of an interest in medicine.
“When I started this, I said I’d be impressed if two out of six groups got the
right answers. Well, all six did,” said Dr. Smith. “The students did a great job,
the presentations were excellent, they were med school level as far as I’m
concerned.”

•

Common Threads from page 1
Grand Opening
A ribbon-cutting ceremony led by Fairview Park Mayor Eileen Ann Patton
will be held at the store at 10 a.m. on June 24 to mark its grand opening.
The 2-day opening celebration will include featured fashions curated by
the students of Virginia Marti College of Art and Design, using the store’s
merchandise exclusively. Attendees will also be eligible for random prize
drawings and specials taking place throughout the two days. To learn
more about Common Threads and the mission behind BHITC, visit www.
commonthreadsthrift.com or www.buildinghopeinthecity.com.
Donations
Common Threads is working with trusted fashion industry veterans for
guidance on store layout to ensure the best possible customer experience,
but the true success of the store depends on the quality of merchandise for
sale – merchandise donated by the community. Common Threads accepts
donations of gently used clothing, home goods, books and many other items
at its store. All donations are fully tax-deductible if brought to the store
in person. Donation hours (before the grand opening) are Monday through
Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. A complete listing of accepted items can be
found on the store’s website.

•

The Rockport Observer
Welcomes Young Voices
By Betsy Voinovich
By now you have figured out that The Rockport Observer is a
community-written paper. It is the creation of your friends, neighbors, local
entrepreneurs, elected officials, and anyone who wants to share concerns
about issues or great ideas about life in Rocky River and Fairview Park.
One of the most important aspects of living in a community is the wellbeing of our young people. It is often stated: they are our future and a measure
of the aspects of a community that matter most. The Rockport Observer
would like to extend a special invitation to the kids in our community. If
you are involved in a great project at school or in your church or community,
tell us about it. If you have ideas that you think would improve life where
you live, or artwork, photographs, cartoons or advice to share, consider
submitting to the Observer. Other community Observers have had a teen
advice columnist, serialized works of fiction, cartoons about life under 18,
travelogues covering trips abroad, interviews with local artists, directors
and actors, and some great sports reporting with photos.
Some Observer writers have used their articles in college applications to
demonstrate both their writing abilities and their civic engagement.
Here you can share what you are most enthusiastic about with your own
town, in real time, in a real paper that you can pick up and read, and online,
if you prefer to read your published articles on your phone.
Join the Observer crew. It’s as easy as going to www.therockportobserver.
com, clicking on Member Center, and signing in. From there, you can submit
stories directly into the paper, with no middle man, no emails to exchange,
no meetings to attend. Our editors will proof your stories and get in touch
with you if we have any questions.
You can be a voice that matters in your community, today.

•

TheRockportObserver.com | Become a member.

Jeff Stredney is the executive director of Common Threads, the first social
enterprise venture of Cleveland nonprofit, Building Hope in the City.
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Lifetime from page 1
In our second year, we would like to continue our growth by exploring
different avenues to better train the Auxiliary Officers and by encouraging
more group trainings with other departments. We would like to outfit every
officer with a specifically-sized traffic vest for both safety and security
purposes. Lastly, we would like to work closely with the police department
in any areas where assistance is needed, including the revitalization of the
inside of the police department.
Thank you to everyone who has made the first year of the Fairview Park
Auxiliary Police Association possible.

•

Henry Chaski became a Fairview Park Auxiliary Police Officer in 2011 and the
Marketing Director of the Ohio Tactical Officers Association in 2013. He founded
and became the first President of the Fairview Park Auxiliary Police Association
in 2015.
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Gear Up for Annual Bike
for Beck
By Pat Miller

We would scream to get ice cream!

There’s Still Ice Cream!
By Perry Haan
No worries—you can still get a
frozen treat at Story and Lorain
Roads. East Coast Custard is
relocating down the street, but The
Emerald Necklace Inn is pleased
to announce that it is offering ice
cream and frozen yogurt from
Pierre’s Ice Cream daily from 3 p.m.
to 8 p.m. It will be available by the
cup, cone, or in a sundae.
Several seasonal flavors will be
offered as well as premium coffee
and loose-leaf teas. The favorite
flavor at The Emerald Necklace is
Pierre’s infamous and ever-popular
Emerald Necklace—a mint ice cream
with fudge and crumbled chocolate

cream cookies.
Since 1999, Gloria Cipri Kemer
has been the owner of The Emerald
Necklace Inn, formerly a 150-year
old general store that sits atop
a bluff and overlooks the Rocky
River Reservation. Over the years,
Gloria has transformed this lovely
setting into a bed & breakfast and
tearoom. Take a walk, ride your bike
or just drive on over to The Emerald
Necklace Inn at 18840 Lorain Road
in Fairview Park.
“Overall, my goal is to keep the
community coming to this corner
for ice cream, coffee and tea and
for the enjoyment of the gardens
and the nearby gateway into the
Metropark valley,” said Gloria.

•

Beck Center for the Arts is
hosting its fifth annual Bike for
Beck, a fundraising cycling event, on
Sunday, May 22. Cyclists will take to
the Cleveland Metroparks between
7 a.m. and 9:30 a.m., beginning and
ending at Beck Center, located at
17801 Detroit Avenue in Lakewood.
Participants may choose from 12-,
25-, or 60-mile rides. The community
is invited to a free, family-friendly
arts and music festival at Beck
Center from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Proceeds
from Bike for Beck will benefit
quality arts education programs
at Beck Center. Registration is
available online at beckcenter.org.
The cost for Bike for Beck is $40 per
rider and includes a t-shirt and rider
packet for the first 175 registrants.
Riders ages 12 and under are free
with a paid adult rider. The all-new
Slow Roll, an 8-mile family ride
through Lakewood neighborhoods,
begins at 11 a.m. with day-of-event
registration. Cyclists participating
in the MetroParks rides may also
combine the Slow Roll into their
schedule.

Beck Center’s free and open to
the public festival will consist
of interactive arts experiences,
including bike safety activities,
drum circles, chalk drawing, yoga,
and more! Highlights also include
improv by Something Dada, and
an art station by Faber-Castell.
Work for sale by local artists will
available at the onsite Arts Market.
A community welcome will take
place at noon followed by live music
on the outdoor red stage featuring
the Beck Center Big Finish Band and
Thor Platter & His Bluegrass Band.
Refreshment will be available.

•

Pat Miller is Graphic Design &
Marketing Coordinator for Beck Center.

NCH Receives Grant from CVS Health Foundation
By Elizabeth O’Brien
North Coast Health is one of only
34 clinics nationwide to receive CVS
Health Foundation funding this
year! The grant will provide more
access to health care and improve
patient outcomes in the Greater
Western Cleveland community.
The $35,000 grant has been
awarded as part of the CVS Health
Foundation’s
commitment
to
address the need for more accessible,
coordinated health care in our local
communities. The grant will help
NCH support Improving Outcomes
for
Patients
with
Diabetes,
Hypertension and Depression.
“The grant we are receiving from
the CVS Health Foundation will
expand our efforts to reduce overall
health care costs and improve patient
care outcomes for those in need,”
said Gina Gavlak, NCH President &
CEO. “We are honored to receive this
grant which will help ensure that
we can support underserved people
in the Greater Western Cleveland
community who are looking for help
managing diabetes, hypertension

and depression.”
Grants awarded to free clinics
nationwide in partnership with
the National Association of Free
& Charitable Clinics have allowed
organizations to increase operating
hours and the number of patient
visits, resulting in a decrease in the
number of emergency department
visits
and
improved
patient
compliance.
“Through
our
multi-year
partnership with the National
Association of Free & Charitable
Clinics, we’ve seen firsthand the
impact that free clinics have on the
health and well-being of their local
communities,” said Eileen Howard
Boone, President, CVS Health
Foundation. “We’re honored to
support NCH and the work they do to
provide patients in the community
with access to the health services

they need to lead healthier lives.”
The free clinic grants are part of
the CVS Health Foundation’s $5
million, multi-year commitment
to supporting community health
and expanding access to quality
health care nationwide through
partnerships with the National
Association of Free & Charitable
Clinics and the National Association
of Community Health Centers. NCH
is proud to be a partner in these
efforts.
About CVS Health
CVS Health is a pharmacy
innovation company helping people
on their path to better health.
Through its approximately 9,600
retail pharmacies, more than 1,100
walk-in medical clinics, a leading
pharmacy benefits manager with
more than 75 million plan members,

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

a dedicated senior pharmacy care
business serving more than one
million patients per year, and
expanding
specialty
pharmacy
services, the company enables
people, businesses and communities
to manage health in more affordable
and effective ways. For more
information, visit https://www.
cvshealth.com.
About North Coast Health
North Coast Health is a faithbased charitable clinic that provides
and optimizes access to health care
for the medically underserved.
Every day, people come to North
Coast Health because they have no
other option for affordable care. As
a Patient Centered Medical Home,
Level 3, as designated by the National
Committee for Quality Assurance,
we are able to provide individualized,
comprehensive and coordinated
care in a professional clinical setting.
For more information, visit www.
northcoasthealth.org

•

Elizabeth O’Brien is North Coast
Health Business & Events Director.
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Annual RR Bike To School Challenge Underway
By Kevin Madzia
May is National Bicycle Month.
For over 1,200 middle school and
elementary school students in
Rocky River, that means Bike To
School Month as the annual Rocky
River Bike To School Challenge
returns for the sixth year. The Rocky
River Bike To School Challenge
began in 2011 at Rocky River Middle
School, and expanded to Kensington
Elementary School in 2015.
During
May,
students
are
encouraged to ride their bikes to
school to help the environment, get
more physical activity to improve
their health, have fun, and win prizes.
The Bike Challenge for Rocky River
Middle School began on Monday,
May 2 and ends on Friday, May 20.
The one-week Bike Challenge for
Kensington Elementary School
begins on Monday, May 16 and ends

on Friday, May 20.
Students carry a
“Ride Card” that is
stamped each day they
ride a bike to school.
When they accumulate
four bicycle rides to
school, students receive
a free t-shirt from the
main Bike To School
Challenge sponsor and
organizer,
Century
Cycles of Rocky River.
The more students
bike, the more they
can win – every Ride
Card they fill up earns Students’ bicycles lined up at Rocky River Middle
them more entries into School during the first day of the Bike To School
Challenge in 2015.
a grand prize raffle
that includes two new
Wednesday, May 4, has been
bicycles per school from Raleigh designated as National Bike To
Bicycles. Safety is also rewarded: School Day, and the schools expect
Students earn twice as many entries record participation. On last year’s
if they wear a bicycle helmet.

National Bike To School day, 348
Rocky River Middle School students,
or 58% of the student body, rode
their bikes to school.
Overall in 2015, students in
the Rocky River Bike To School
Challenge pedaled over 25,000 miles
during the three-week program,
saving their parents over $2,700 in
gasoline, and burned over 650,000
calories, the equivalent of over 3,600
cans of Coca-Cola.
Sponsors of the Rocky River Bike
To School Challenge are Century
Cycles, Raleigh Bicycles, Bike
Cleveland, Subway (located in the
Riversquare shopping plaza on
Detroit Road), Starbucks Coffee,
Honey Hut Ice Cream Shoppe, Whole
Foods Market, River Dog Cafe, and
the Rocky River PTA.

•

Kevin Madzia is the Information
Technology Manager and a Bicycle Fit
Specialist for Century Cycles.

Bible Camps for Kids

Loaves of Fun Fair

By Mark Rollenhagen

By Bill Cowles

Plans are in place for two summer Bible
camps for kids offered by Faith Lutheran
Church, Lakewood, and its ministry
partners.
Kids who finished grades kindergarten
through 6th grade are welcome to “The
Jesus Way” day camp from June 20 through
June 24. The camp runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
each day that week and features collegeage counselors from Lutheran Outdoor
Ministries of Ohio, leading stories, songs and
games. This year’s camp will be held at Our
Savior’s Rocky River Lutheran Church at
20300 Hilliard Blvd.
Registration is $20 and includes lunch and snacks. For multiple kids
from the same household, the fee is $20 for the first child and $10 for each
additional child. Financial aid is available.
The Good Soil congregations – along with Calvary United Methodist and
Grace Presbyterian Church – will offer a Vacation Bible School at Faith,
16511 Hilliard Road in Lakewood. The VBS is offered to kids ages 4-11 years
during the week of July 18-22, from 9:30 a.m. to noon.
Cost is $5 per child or $10 per family. Campers will be encouraged to bring
donations that will go into the food, clothing and personal care pantries
operated by Calvary, Faith and Grace in southwest Lakewood.
To register or for more information, call Faith Lutheran Church (216226-6500) or print out a registration form from Faith’s website (www.
faithlakewood.org).

The popular, family-friendly Loaves of Fun Fair is coming back to our
community on Sunday, May 22, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m., at Rocky River United
Methodist Church, located at 19414 Detroit Road. Parking is available in the
Beachcliff Parking Garage and north of Dawson Insurance.
This community-wide event has become an annual tradition at the
church, featuring games, food, and exhibits for all ages and interests. Kids
can play in a variety of inflatable rides, have their faces painted, get balloon
animals, and enjoy midway games of skill and luck! Adults always enjoy the
thrill of the Dunk Tank, Bingo, raffles, and the homemade pie auction.
Admission is one can of non-perishable food per person. All food donations
and ticket proceeds go to benefit Rocky River Assistance and the Lakewood
Community Service Center.
For more information, call the church office at 440-331-7676.

•

•

Mark Rollenhagen is the pastor Our Savior’s Rocky River Lutheran Church.
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Irish Dance Draws Crowds at The Hooley
By Marilyn Osborne
Join the crowd of Irish dance
enthusiasts gathered around the
Family Stage at the 7th annual The
Hooley on Kamm’s Corners™, which
will be held on Saturday, May 14,
from noon to 8 p.m. on Lorain Avenue
in Kamm’s Corners. “Hooley” is Irish
slang for party or celebration, and
this one will have guests tapping
their toes to entertainment from
two stages, one at each end of the
avenue. Irish dance plays a major role
in this annual festive day presented
by Kamm’s Corners Development
Corporation.
From junior jiggers to teen leapers,
Irish dancers appear on the Family
Stage at West 165th Street sponsored
by Dollar Bank. Four schools of
Irish dance will each showcase its
distinctive style, some wearing
colorful costumes and ringlet wigs.
At noon The Burke School of Irish

Dance opens with prize-winning
dancers from the Irish step dancing
tradition. Founder Theresa Burke
was recently honored in the Irish
Dance Hall of Fame, celebrating
more than 50 years of success
teaching Irish dance.
Then Brady Campbell Irish Dance
School jumps on stage at 3:30 p.m.
Under the tutelage of two veteran
performers of Michael Flatley’s
“Lord of the Dance,” these student
dancers (some as young as four years
old) excel in a wide range of styles.
Some have gone on to win numerous
regional, national, and world medals.
“Our instruction includes the
modern form of traditional Irish
dance, jazzed up with a flamboyant
burst of Riverdance,” said Patrick
Campbell, who founded the school.
He teaches with his wife, fellow
Flatley alumna Rebecca BradyCampbell.
At 4:30 p.m., the Leneghan

Academy of Irish Dance fills the stage
with high-energy performances by
students who compete worldwide.
Following an interlude of pipes and
drums performed by the West Side
Irish American Club Pipe Band,
Cannon Irish Dance showcases
the traditional dances of its Irish
heritage. The graceful and energetic
movement brings a thrill to the
audience!
In addition to Irish dancing, the
Family Stage features performances
by Newton D. Baker School of the
Arts, Our Lady of Angels School,
Tower City Chorus, and many
others. A magic show at 6 p.m. will
be followed by a DJ spinning tunes
till 8 p.m.
Admission is free! Please join us for
a great day of music, food, and family
friendly fun. Visit kammscorners.
com for additional details. A thank
you to our generous sponsors.
Marilyn

Osborne

is

•

Manager

of

FP Community Council Names Citizens of the Year
The Fairview Park Community
Council has named Nancy and
Dick Cause as the 2016 Citizens
of the Year. Only once before has
this recognition been awarded to a
husband and wife at the same time.
Nancy began volunteering when
her oldest child started in nursery
school and she hasn’t stopped. When
the kids were school age, she was
very active supporting their schools.
If that is not enough, Nancy has
been a member of the Fairview Park
Junior Women’s Club for 22 years,
serving as President for four terms.
Nancy is active at her church,
Messiah Lutheran, coordinating and
serving food for funeral receptions.
For many years she has helped
coordinate and bake desserts for the
Fairview Park Youth Association’s
Night at the Races. She has been
involved in collecting donations for
We Do Care and the Fairview Park
Hunger Center.
Dick is a longtime Trustee and

Nancy and Dick Cause

Treasurer of the Fairview Park
Education Foundation. He is a
member of and Treasurer for the
Fairview Park Youth Association. He
has been Treasurer and President of
the Football Boosters. He audits the
FP Junior Women’s Club financial
records. He has been the Financial
Secretary for Messiah Lutheran
Church for 30 years. Dick currently
serves on the Accounting Advisory
Council for the College of Business

Administration at Kent State
University.
Nancy and Dick have been
married for 37 years and have
lived in Fairview Park since
1983. These two people are
equally deserving of this honor
on their own merit, but they
support and complement each
other’s volunteerism. They have
been and remain committed to
their organizations, this city
and the needs of those around
them.
Please join the Fairview
Park
Community
Council
in
congratulating Nancy and Dick
Cause at this year’s Citizens of the
Year dinner and recognition on
Wednesday, May 25 at the Fairview
Park Senior Center. The cost of
the dinner is $25.00. Tickets are
available at City Hall, the Senior
Center or by calling Roberta Sunkle
at 440-333-9339 or Tom Davis at
440-333-8721.

•

Irish dancers from multiple dance
schools will perform, each showcasing its
own distinctive style.
Marketing
&
Communications
for Kamm’s Corners Development
Corporation.

RR Recruiting
Auxiliary Officer
The
Rocky
River
Police
Department Auxiliary is currently
recruiting for the position of
Auxiliary Officer. Auxiliary officers
are not sworn police officers, but
they do support the department
in the areas of patrol operations,
special events and details. It is a
volunteer position. The minimum
requirements for an Auxiliary
Officer are the following:
• Must be 21 years of age or older.
• Must have High School Diploma
or G.E.D.
• Must have a valid Driver’s License.
• Must
pass
a
background
examination,
including
a
polygraph.
Candidates
meeting
these
requirements may pick up an
application at the police department.
It can then be submitted to the
police department via email, regular
mail or in person.
If you have any questions, please
contact Lieutenant David Wagner
at LTWagner@rrcity.com or at 440331-1234.

SUmmer camps & programs

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com
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Hospice Walk in Memory of Loved Ones
By Laurie Henrichsen
Residents
of
Rocky
River,
Fairview Park and surrounding
communities are invited to walk in
memory of their loved ones while
“paying it forward” to help hospice
patients and their families. Now in
its fifth year, Hospice of the Western
Reserve’s Walk to Remember will
take place on Sunday, June 12, from
8:45 a.m. to 12 noon, at the Cleveland
Metroparks Zoo, 3900 Wildlife Way,
Cleveland. The event is sponsored by
FirstMerit Bank.
Emmy award-winning broadcast
journalist Leon Bibb of WEWSTV, Channel 5, is this year’s Master
of Ceremonies. More than 3,000
participants are expected to honor
the memory of their loved ones.

Funds raised go to help Hospice
provide the services that are not
fully covered by Medicare and
private insurance. These include
pediatric hospice and palliative
care, patient “day to remember”
experiences, art and music therapy,
grief and trauma support in local
schools and much more.
“FirstMerit is honored to support
the mission of Hospice of the
Western Reserve, which touches
the lives of thousands of families
at a time when they are the most
vulnerable,” said Chris Doyle, Vice
President, Commercial Banking at
FirstMerit Bank, who is this year’s
Walk to Remember Business Chair.
“I have witnessed first-hand
the
compassionate
care
and
unsurpassed breadth of services in

TV 5’s Leon Bibb is this year’s Walk to
Remember Master of Ceremonies.

our community provided by this
nonprofit organization. I encourage
those who have been supported to
consider forming a team and joining
us as we walk together to celebrate
the memory of our loved ones. The
funds we raise will be used to help
other families have the best quality
care possible for their loved ones.”

Registration is available online
at hospicewr.org/walk or by calling
216-383-3715. Admission includes a
full day at the Zoo and Rainforest,
T-shirts, entertainment and much
more. (Gates open at 7:30 a.m.) The
cost is $25 for an Adult; $12, Child;
and $65, Family (includes two adults
and three children under age 12).
Hospice of the Western Reserve
is a nationally acclaimed nonprofit
agency providing hospice, comfort
care and holistic support to patients
and their families in the Northern
Ohio region for nearly 40 years. For
more information, visit hospicewr.
org or call 800-707-8922.

Shopping local keeps more of your money circulating in the community.
Your merchants are your neighbors too!

TREAT

MOM

TO
SOMETHING
SPECIAL THIS

Mother’s Day!

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com
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Laurie Henrichsen is Public/Media
Relations Manager, Hospice of the
Western Reserve.

THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER | VOL 03, ISSUE 11 | MAY 2016 7

BUSINESS

The Debate on Hiring Foreign Workers
By Perry Haan
Presidential candidates in this
election season are debating the
hiring of foreign workers by U.S.
firms. The use of H1-B visas by
companies is one major point of
contention in this discussion.
Employers apply for H1-B visas so
they can temporarily hire foreign
workers in specialty occupations.
Workers on this visa come to the
U.S. specifically to work for the
company that applied for the visa.
They are required to return to their
home country or renew their visa if
laid off by the sponsoring company.
An H1-B is granted for three years.
A maximum of 65,000 visas can be
issued each year.
For employers, obtaining an H-1B
can be labor intensive, frustrating,
and costly. Petitions cost upward of
$1,000 and are chosen by a lottery.
Even the chosen applications can be
denied in the end due to a clerical
error or delayed for months. The
red tape also gives larger firms an
advantage over smaller ones that
cannot afford to complete the
paperwork or to take the risk of
hoping the process will land them a
key employee.

These visas are most often used
by employers who need high tech
workers,
especially
computer
programmers. A National Center for
Educational Statistics report stated
that in 2012 the influx of computer
programmers on the H1-B program
filled 7,000 jobs that could have been
occupied by U.S. graduates in the
field.
Well-known companies Disney
World and Southern California
Edison made headlines by having
their employees train lower paid
foreign workers hired through H1-B
visas to replace them.
The Candidates
Republican presidential frontrunner Donald Trump’s changing
views on the hiring of foreign workers
and specifically his positions on H1Bs have made headlines. In the span
of a few hours before, during and
after Republican debates in March,
Trump was against, for and then
again against expansion of the H1-B
program.
Two of Trump’s businesses, Mara-Lago Club in Florida and Trump
Vineyard in Virginia, use foreign
labor. When applying for the visas to
hire employees through this program

the companies claimed they could
not find enough Americans to fill
the jobs that pay $10.72 an hour for
a 40-hour workweek.
Republican presidential candidate
Ted Cruz has made it clear he is
opposed to the H1-B program. He
claims the plan eliminates American
jobs.
Democratic presidential candidate
Bernie
Sanders
recommended
increasing the wages of H1-B
workers. Sanders believes that
by making foreign workers more
expensive, American workers will
be more attractive to employers.
Hillary Clinton did not mention the
H1-B issue in her immigration policy
statement.
Bigger Picture
The overall hiring of non-U.S.
citizens is part of the bigger
immigration debate going on in
political circles at several levels.
Companies are only supposed to hire
people who are legally in the U.S.
Employers are required to have
prospective employees complete
an I-9 form that verifies their legal
status to work in the U.S. However, the
employer does not submit the form
to the government, but is required

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

Dr. Perry Haan

to keep it on file for three years and
must produce it if subjected to an
audit by the U.S. Immigration and
Customs Enforcement agency.
Immigrants are now making up an
increasing number of entrepreneurs
in the U.S. While they account
for about 13% of the population,
immigrants start more than 25% of
new businesses. They are also quite
successful: more than 20% of the Inc.’s
500 CEOs in 2014 were immigrants.

•

Dr. Perry Haan is Professor of
Marketing and Entrepreneurship and
former Dean of the Business School at
Tiffin University. He resides in Rocky
River and can be reached at 419-6182867 or haanpc@tiffin.edu.
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HEALTH

Wellness Doc

Fibromyalgia - A New Approach
By Bryan Ruocco
Fibromyalgia is one of the most
depressing conditions I have seen
in my patients. The pain and the
suffering caused by this condition
can have a profound effect on a
patient’s entire life.
Fibromyalgia has been known as
the “waste basket” diagnosis. It is a
chronic condition that is associated
with pain, stiffness, and tenderness
of muscles, tendons, and joints. It
is characterized by restless sleep,
chronic fatigue, anxiety, depression,
and disturbances in bowel function.
Overtime, if doctors can’t find what
is truly wrong with you and you
suffer with these symptoms, they
will slap the fibromyalgia tag on you.
What does this truly mean? In my
opinion, NOTHING! In most cases,
it takes about 5 years, on average,
for doctors to officially diagnose
the condition. A breakdown of
the word fibromyalgia says it all.
Fibromyalgia comes from the Greek
myos meaning “muscle”, Greek algos

meaning “pain”, and New Latin fibro
meaning “fibrous tissue”.
But all this really does is fit the
symptoms. One of the biggest
problems in conventional medicine
is looking at only the symptoms
and not what is truly causing the
suffering in the first place. If all
we do is look at the symptoms, we
will never get to the root cause the
problem. And if we never get to
the root problem, those that are
suffering will continue to suffer.
It is like walking around on the
beach with a pebble in your shoe.
Sooner or later, you are going to
experience pain in your foot. You go
to the doctor and he says he has the
perfect solution for your foot pain
- a bottle of pills. I’m sure you are
thinking that would be absolutely
silly. Why don’t I just take the pebble
out of the shoe?
In our healthcare system, we
believe that getting rid of the
symptoms means fixing the problem.
This couldn’t be further from the
truth. What we really need to

understand is WHY. Why is someone
who is diagnosed with fibromyalgia
suffering with all these symptoms?
In my opinion, we are not taking
the time to dig into the roots of the
problem, which is why we fail and
those with fibromyalgia continue
to suffer. I believe that fibromyalgia
sufferers need to understand their
condition and what could be causing
their symptoms.
In my 15-year career, I have
seen a few common denominators
in fibromyalgia sufferers. They
all suffer from severe nutrient
deficiencies and have a severe toxic
burden on the tissues of their body.
Because of this, they suffer with
widespread pain, sleep disturbances,
joint pain, and a host of other
symptoms.
Another
common
finding in fibromyalgia sufferers is
a highly acidic pH; their body tissue
is highly acidic where it should be
more alkaline. This imbalance can
be the root cause of a lot of the pain
and suffering.
I believe that through diet,

Dr. Bryan Ruocco

regulating the body’s pH balance
and eliminating the toxic buildup in
muscles and joints, those suffering
with fibromyalgia can improve their
energy, sleep, mental clarity and,
most important, their pain.

•

Dr. Bryan Ruocco is a local
chiropractor and wellness advocate.
He owns and operates the Power of LIFE
Wellness Center located in Rocky River.
Dr. Ruocco graduated from the Life
Chiropractic College in Marietta, GA.
He graduated in the top of his class and
received Magna Cum Laude Honors.

Healthy Relationships in
Modern Times
By Rajeev Ahluwalia
Since ancient times, people
believed that relationships play a
very vital role in our lives. One of the
main reasons we see relationships
declining today is people’s clouded
outlook. In today’s world, people
pay more attention outwardly
and they have forgotten about one
very important being: Themselves.
Life can be compared to a pearl
white light. To the naked eye, the
light looks white, but it is actually
made up of seven different colors.
Life is the same and relies on the
same principle. Life is made up of
multiple elements. A very healthy
relationship will have the following
seven main ingredients:
• Simplicity
• Peace
• Truth
• Love
• Politeness
• Friendship
• Ideal
Remember: Life and relationships
are about evolution, not perfection.
Scientists believe that meditation
not only brings calmness and
clarity into people’s lives but also
meaning. In this day and age, people
have little time to look inwardly at
themselves. Instead, we follow what
is coming out of the media, social
and otherwise, and totally disregard
our instincts.

Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

In the last 20 years, I have observed
that human beings’ relationship
with themselves has taken last
priority and their entire attention
is on having good relationships with
others. This reminds me of a quote
from the ancient Hindu text, the
“Bhagavad Gita”: What I do not have
within me, I am unable to give to
others.
This simply means that when my
relationship with myself does not
have these seven virtues - Simplicity,
Peaceful,
Truthful,
Loving,
Politeness, Friendly, and Ideal, it
will be challenging to have healthy
relationships with others. All the
seven traits are in energetic forms.
If people have never experienced
even one of these, it can be easily
“downloaded” into them through
Theta brainwave.
At Natural Healing Trends, we
help people access this brainwave
and bring profound changes into
their lives. For information, please
visit
www.NaturalHealingTrends.
com.

•

THE ROCKPORT OBSERVER | VOL 03, ISSUE 11 | MAY 2016 9

CITY & STATE

Bills that Benefit the 16th House District
By Nan Baker
As
State
Representative,
representing the 16th Ohio House
District - Westlake, Rocky River,
North Olmsted, Fairview Park and
Bay Village, I am pleased to report
a flurry of legislative activity after
returning to the statehouse in
March. House Bill 310, otherwise
known as the Capital Budget Bill,
included two District 16 community
projects.
• Fairview Park Historic Bain Park
Cabin: new Heating, Ventilation
and Air Conditioning system,
requested by the City of Fairview

Park and the Fairview Park
Historical Society
• Rocky River Bradstreet’s Landing
Park:
various
improvements
located on the coast of Lake Erie,
requested by the City of Rocky
River.
It was also rewarding to receive
unanimous passage of House Bill
434, which recognizes May as
Fibromuscular Dysplasia Awareness
Month. As requested by constituents
of North Olmsted and Rocky River, I
quickly understood the need to raise
the awareness of this rare medical
condition that adversely alters cell
growth in the walls of arteries. Those
affected by this incurable disease

deserve to have a month dedicated
to raising awareness of their daily
challenges and to uniting them in
their cause to find a cure. The bill
is now scheduled for continued
hearings in the Senate Health &
Human Resources Committee.
In addition, we are moving forward
on House Bill 300 that toughens the
OVI law (Operating a Vehicle Under
the Influence) to a mandatory 15year suspension to begin after a felon
is released from prison. The current
law allows the 15-year suspension
to begin during incarceration. This
bill is common-sense legislation
that helps keep dangerous drivers
off the street. It passed unanimously

Nan Baker

out of the Ohio House and we’re now
continuing our efforts in the Senate
Judiciary Committee.

Power of More Business Showcase
By Tammy Bertrand
Fairview Park Chamber of Commerce and the Power of More held the
5th annual Business Showcase at the Gemini Center in Fairview in April.
Hundreds of people visited the 70 vendors who had tables and tasted food
samples from eight local restaurants. A wide variety of businesses were
on hand to satisfy almost every need a visitor could have - health care,
insurance, real estate, legal help, funeral planning or banking needs.
A special thank you goes out to the Fairview School system for its help in
coordinating this event. A donation of tables as well as student volunteers
for the day helped operations move smoothly. Twenty-four members of the
Fairview High School football team put their muscles to work, unloading
vendor cars and setting up tables.
This show is a great example of a community working together for a
united goal. The Fairview service department put up the 40-foot showcase
signs across Lorain Road, and the Gemini Center donated the space for this
event. The Fairview Park Chamber of Commerce is grateful for the show of
community support.

Thank you Fairview High School football volunteers!

•

Tammy Bertrand is Marketing Manager for the Power of More.

Fred DeGrandis to Speak at
FP Chamber Luncheon
By Tammy Bertrand
Healthcare executive Fred DeGrandis will
speak to a joint chamber luncheon on May 10
for the Power of More. Mr. DeGrandis, formerly
president and senior advisor at the Cleveland
Clinic and its Sheikh Khalifa Medical City
in Abu Dhabi, has been named to the newly
created role of chief administrative officer and
managing director of the Global Center for
Health Innovation.
Formerly know as the Medical Mart, this
center will engage in aligning healthcare and
related industries to accelerate innovation and
economic development. Mr. DeGrandis has over Fred DeGrandis
30 years of leadership and experience in both
national and international health organizations and will speak on all the
new center has to offer our community.
To make a reservation, call 440-777-3368 or email contact@
powerofmorechambers.org. Tickets are $20. The luncheon, from 11:30 a.m.
to 1:00 p.m., will be held at the Emerald Event Center in Avon at 33040 Just
Imagine Drive.

•
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Nan Baker is State Representative
representing the 16th Ohio House
District.
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Sensing Spring

Lake Erie Starts
Here

Use your hands, eyes, and ears to find the best produce
this season
By Lisa Sweeney
April showers bring more than
just May flowers. Spring is the first
chance to put many in-season
vegetables and fruits on your
shopping list. Asparagus, artichokes,
mangoes and strawberries are
stepping into the spotlight.
But just how do you pick these
spring specialties? Phil D’Angelo,
produce team leader at Whole Foods
Market Rocky River, says you have
to use your senses. “Pick it up, feel
it – even listen to it! Color, density
and sometimes the sound a fruit or
vegetable makes can guide you in
the right direction.”
Asparagus
Whether it is grilled, sautéed, or
roasted, asparagus always brightens
up a plate. You’ll want to look for
vivid green spears with tight tips.
“I suggest buying asparagus right
before you plan to use it,” said
D’Angelo. “If you need to refrigerate
it, place the spears in an upright
container with a little water.”
Artichokes
Go ahead, squeeze that artichoke
next time you’re shopping (just be
careful to avoid the spiny leaves). If it
squeaks, it’s ready to eat! Artichokes
should be dark green with closed

Mangoes come in a variety of colors.

leaves. But, if you are selecting an
heirloom variety, know that those
leaves tend to spread open more
than other varieties. Finally, choose
a globe that is heavy for its size.
Strawberries
It’s hard to miss the gorgeous,
bright red color of strawberries, but
you’ll want to pay attention to the
color of the green caps as well. The
caps should be vibrant green. Also,
pick strawberries that are evenly
colored, firm and juicy looking.
Mangoes
Color is not always the best

indicator of whether or not a mango
is ready to eat. “There are so many
varieties of mango that range
in color, so you’ll want to feel for
ripeness,” said D’Angelo. “Squeeze
it gently, it should have a little
give, like a ready-to-eat avocado.”
Champagne or Ataúlfo mangoes
are in season now, a variety that
wrinkles when ripe.
Regardless of season, Whole Foods
Market produce experts suggest
opting for fruits and vegetables that
support farmers, the environment,
and your health. “That’s what our
Responsibly Grown program aims
to do,” said D’Angelo. “It encourages
better practices with regard to pest
control, recycling, water use and
work conditions. It benefits all of us.”

Your home is the first line of defense
for the health of Lake Erie! You can
help be the solution to storm water
pollution and contribute to the
health of our Great Lake! On May
10 from 6:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the
Don Umerley Civic Center at 21016
Hilliard Road, the Cuyahoga Soil &
Water Conservation District and
Ohio Prairie Nursery will present
Shrink Your Lawn by Landscaping
with Native Plants.
Planting
native
plants
can
improve the curb appeal of a home,
boost its resale value, all while
protecting our environment with
their long root systems which hold
in soil, slow stormwater runoff
and provide vital food and habitat
for birds, insect pollinators and
many other species. Learn how to
properly convert part or all of your
lawn to incorporate native plants.
Ohio Prairie Nursery will present
on seeding timing, picking a site,
sowing your seed, maintenance and
yearly expectations for a successful
garden.

•

•

Lisa Sweeney is the marketing team
leader for Whole Foods Market Rocky
River and a Rocky River resident.

Authors of “Expect a
Miracle” at RRPL
By Kitty Sommers
Meet the authors of “Expect a
Miracle: A Mother/Son Asperger
Journey of Determination and
Triumph” when Sandy and David
Petrovic visit Rocky River Public
Library on May 12 at 7:00 p.m.
The authors share ideas, hope, and
lessons learned—not only for persons
on the Asperger’s/Autism spectrum,
but also for anyone experiencing any
learning differences or hardships.
David Petrivic is a 22-yearold author, actor, singer and
motivational
speaker.
Sandy
Petrovic, RN, BSN, his mother and
coauthor, will provide insight into
understanding and appreciating life
with Asperger’s Syndrome. Every
challenge (including bullying) is
discussed along with every decision,
intervention, and triumph. David
graduated cum laude from college in
2015 with a B.A. in Middle Childhood
Join the Discussion at: www.therockportobserver.com

David Petrovic on the cover of “Expect a
Miracle”.

Education. He is pursuing his
dreams—and his mother couldn’t be
prouder!
Q&A will be followed by a book
sale and signing. This event is
sponsored by Friends of the Rocky
River Public Library.

•

Kitty Sommers is Director of
Marketing at Rocky River Public
Library.
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On the Light Side

The Etiquette Corner

Little Big League

How to be a Good Guest

By Tim Piai
Little League coaches hold a
special place in our spring and
summer memories. It’s been this
way since Lundy Lumber – coached
by George and Bert Bebble – won
the first Little League baseball game
played back in 1939.
I’m not saying things haven’t
changed since ol’ George and Bert.
My little league coach smelled
like Dewers, chain-smoked like
a champ, and paid us in cash for
singles, doubles and triples. (“Home
runs,” he always said, “are their own
reward.”) But he also loved baseball,
and would speak passionately to
us about hitting our cutoff man or
laying down the perfect bunt. He
was a storyteller – and when I look
back, I’m certain that no barstool
conversation ever gave him the
kind of satisfaction that he got from
teaching a bench full of wide-eyed
sluggers about legging out a triple.
Vices aside, most of my fellow
Little League coaches cherish the
same things about the games that
my old coach did. It’s what keeps us
showing up each spring – despite a
brutal lineup of cold Saturdays that
promise heavy doses of weeding,
raking, digging and designing.
Why the commitment? I mean,
coaching basketball merely requires
a properly inflated ball.
It’s because Little League is a
hometown in itself…where everyone
knows each other. It’s a place where
locals still stop by just to catch a
game and parents, whose children
have grown, return just to grab a
burger and cheer for the old team.
You can spot their smiles all the way
from center field.

It’s where a shy right-fielder can
go from cautious to unstoppable
in just one season. It’s where the
seasoned sixth-graders jog out to
their positions looking like real
Major Leaguers, and eight year-old
pitchers look like little gingerbread
men on the mound. It’s where
daydreaming outfielders resemble
statues as line drives buzz over their
heads, and where a tough-as-nails
second baseman can help win the
World Series with a sliding catch
that could crack the Sportscenter
Top Ten. Where else can a catcher
ask out of a game because his “butt
itches.”
It’s where the coaches and their
current Little League parents work
together to announce games, run
the concessions, and help find little
brothers and sisters who have snuck
off to play under the stands.
And yes, the hot and dusty dog
days do eventually arrive – when a
stat line of six walks, six wild pitches,
and one sunburn can find one
wondering if this “slow and boring”
game is worth it. But just in time,
the playoffs arrive, and the nightly
match-ups are the talk of the town.
Coaches, dads, and big brothers
line up along the fence to see who’s
going to have the big inning. Moms
huddle together in real-time support
groups. And when the championship
game ends with a wild, two-run,
two-error triple, and players pour
out onto the field in celebration,
the scene is unforgettable. In the
chaos of the trophies and discounted
cheeseburgers,
the
remaining
coaches shake hands, click off the
scoreboard for another season, and
keep it simple: See you next spring.

•

Tim Piai is a freelance writer living
in Rocky River.

By Colleen Harding
Spring is finally here! Soon the smell of cut
grass and barbeques will fill the streets. Spring
and summer are big seasons for entertaining and
gatherings. We come out of hibernation with
enthusiasm for entertaining outdoors.
If you and your children are planning to attend a
future gathering, here are some tips to ensure that
you are good guests.
1. Always offer to bring something, whatever your
Colleen Harding
age. There are plenty of grocery stores in the
area. Grab a plant or a bouquet of flowers.
2. RSVP in a timely manner, if it is requested. The last thing your host or
hostess wants to worry about is contacting people who have not RSVPed.
3. Be prompt. If you are going to be late, always call. Protocol dictates you
can arrive 15 minutes after the stated start time. Anything after that is
late!
4. Never arrive early. You don’t want your host to feel rushed and
unprepared for your arrival.
5. Dress appropriately for the occasion.
6.Teach your children to be courteous and to use the magic words: yes,
please, and no thank you. Make it a game and offer a prize to the child
who uses the best manners. One of the criteria could be that someone,
outside of your family, would have to notice and verbalize the noticeable
polite skills.
7. Take reasonable food portions. You are always welcomed to enjoy
seconds, if there is enough for everyone.
8. Compliment your host in some way. It can be anything—just kind,
flattering words for the effort put forth.
9. Thank your host or hostess for having you. You can send a note or phone
or email.
10. Reciprocate. Invite the person or family to your home, club or a familiar
restaurant.

•

Please submit your questions to Mrs. Harding through our website,
click on Submit a new story and choose the category “Mrs. Harding.”

FAIRVIEW PARK BRANCH
LIBRARY HAPPENINGS
May 2 from 6:00p.m. to 7:30 p.m.
Is your house underwater? Then,
come to Better Rates Ahead:
This Way to Real Financing Help.
Learn how to refinance under
the federal government’s Making
Homes
Affordable
Program.
Registration required.
May 3 from 7:00
p.m. to 8:15 p.m.
Meet author John
O’Brien, Jr. - the
Co-Founder, CoPublisher
and
Editor of Ohio
Irish
American
News (Ohio IAN).
Mr. O’Brien will
present and discuss his latest book,
“The Lyrics of Irish Freedom”.
Registration required.
May 5 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30
p.m. Wrestling with how to fill
in that application and with

the computer? Drop in for Job
Applications Made Easy. Join a
Career Counselor and learn the
basics of what is required when
completing a job application, how
to develop a profile as part of the
application process and how to
copy, paste and upload a resume.
Prerequisites:
Computer
and
Internet Essentials or equivalent.
Registration required.
May 10 from 7:00 p.m. to 8:00
p.m. The Fab 50s Cleveland Style
will bring back many memories. In
particular, come and relive 1954—
the Year of the Indians, Browns
and Barons in championships; the
murder of Marilyn Sheppard; and
the marriage of Marilyn Monroe.
Registration required.
To
register,
visit
www.
cuyahogalibrary.org or call the
Fairview Park Branch Library
at 440-333-4700.

The Rockport Observer is written and edited by volunteers, and exists to
help build the community and support an environment friendly to the
independent businesses that make this area unique. When you advertise with
us you not only help your business, you also do a good deed for the community.
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ROCKY RIVER PUBLIC LIBRARY • CALENDAR OF EVENTS
After School Teen Scene takes
place most days after school from
3:30 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. Please check
the calendar in the Teen Room for
activities and locations. Activities
range from video and board games
to movies, anime, and crafts. Snacks
are a staple. Grades 7 and up.
May 5 at 7:00 p.m. Michael
Hubbard, Rocky River resident
and owner of Hubbard Insurance
Agency, will present Addressing
Your Personal Insurance Needs.
He will discuss home, car and
liability insurance, giving you
a clear understanding of what
each coverage consists of and
what you may personally need to
protect your assets. Get all of your
questions answered.
May 7 at 9:30 a.m. At Meditation
Basics, you will get a brief overview
of the benefits of meditation,
followed by a guided meditation
session with instructor Elaine
Hullihen. No experience necessary.
Registration required.
May 7 from 2:30
p.m. to 4:00 p.m.
Enjoy
a
Free
Comic Book Day
Craft. Fans of all
ages can celebrate
Free Comic Book
Day and get a
free comic book, while supplies
last. Stop by the Teen Room in the
afternoon for crafts using recycled
comic books. Family friendly.
May 9 at 6:30 p.m. Join us on
for “Theeb,” a 2014 a Jordanian
Arabic drama, as we continue our
Indie International Film Fest,
featuring selections from the
world’s top film festivals. This story
focuses on a young Bedouin boy
who must survive in the wide-open
desert during World War I. Please
note that films shown have not
been rated and should be assumed
to have mature content. Free
popcorn!

May 11 from 6:30 to 8:00 p.m.
How to Find a Summer Job will
tell you where to start to land
employment! Kelly MacLean from
College Recruiting Specialists® will
be here to offer expert advice for
finding, getting, and keeping your
first job. You’ll learn everything
from
identifying
employment
opportunities to applying and
interviewing for a job, as well as how
to dress for success. Grades 9 and up.
Registration required.
May 12 at 7:00 p.m. Meet the authors
of “Expect a Miracle: A Mother/Son
Asperger Journey of Determination
and Triumph” when Sandy and
David Petrovic visit the Library.
The authors share ideas, hope, and
lessons learned—not only for persons
on the Asperger’s/Autism spectrum,
but also for anyone experiencing
any
learning
differences
or
hardships. David Petrivic is a
22-year-old author, actor, singer
and motivational speaker. Sandy
Petrovic, RN, BSN, his mother and
coauthor, will provide insight into
understanding and appreciating
life with Asperger’s Syndrome. Q&A
will be followed by a book sale and
signing. Refreshments will be served
by the Friends of the Rocky River
Public Library.

May 14 from 9:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Come and learn at the Annual
Cowan Pottery Symposium. The
Symposium is an ideal opportunity
for those who are interested in
Cowan Pottery, local history,
antiques, collecting, and the arts
in general to network with likeminded people. The day includes

Attract NEW
Customers in 2016!

speakers,
meals,
scholarship
presentation, and a raffle. Cost for
the symposium is $22.00. For more
details, check www.rrpl.org/cowan,
or contact Curator Lauren Hansgen
at 895-3763 or l.hansgen@rrpl.org
before the registration deadline on
May 5.
May 18 at 9:30 a.m. Join us for the
next Computer Breakfast Series
about YouTube. More video content
is uploaded to YouTube in just 60
days than all three of the big U.S. TV
networks have created in 60 years!
Find out what types of content can
be found on YouTube, how to search
for topics, follow channels, and tips
and tricks for using the website.
May 20 at 2:00 p.m. Why not
come to the library to Sip, Snack,
and Craft while you get into the
knitting groove. You can bring your
own project or select a suggested
pattern from the Calendar of Events.
Registration required.
May 21 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Are
you crazy about Legos®? Then drop
in for the Guild of the Brick for ages
5 and older. We provide the Legos®,
you bring the imagination.
May 24, 25 and 31 from 6:30 p.m.
to 8:30 p.m. Do you need a place to
study for finals? Exam Cram at the
Library is the place to be! Bring your
books and study partners, and we
will provide a quiet spot and snacks.
Grades 8 and up.
May 24 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m.
Basics Of Estate Planning will be
presented by Benjamin F. Farah,
attorney and counselor at law. Learn
about the basics of estate planning
through wills, avoiding probate,
trusts, general powers of attorney,
living wills, and health care powers
of attorneys.

appointment by calling 440-3337610. For complete information on
fees and documents required, visit
www.rrpl.org
May 26 at 7:00 p.m. Seeking Better
Home Care? will be presented by
Ellen Minerd, CNP. Learn what you
can do to provide better care for a
homebound loved one, neighbor,
or even yourself from Rocky River
nurse practitioner Ellen Minerd.
Acting as a patient liaison, she
and the nurses in her business,
Daughters with Degrees, work with
primary care physicians in helping
to secure the best care possible.
May 27 at 12:00 p.m. Watch a
Movie Matinee featuring a popular
new release. Popcorn and lemonade
provided!
May 31 at 7:00 p.m. Coloring For
Adults is a relaxing activity. Treat
yourself to some quiet time to color
and enjoy music. Coloring sheets
and
colored
pencils
will
be
provided.
Registration
required.
The Library will be closed for
Mother’s Day on Sunday, May 8.
The Library will also be closed
on Thursday, May 19 for staff
training. It will be closed for the
Memorial Day Observance on
Sunday, May 29 and Monday, May
30.
For additional information, call
the Rocky River Public Library
at 440-333-7610 or visit www.
rrpl.org.

May 26 from 9:30 a.m. to 12:00
p.m. Come to our Passport Fair
to get your U.S. passport. Make an

Promote your business in Observer newspapers.
For advertising rates, contact Meg Greenwald
at m.greenwaldrpo@gmail.com or 440-815-1176.
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